
STRENGTH FOR STRUGGLING TIMES
John 15:1-11

Jesus - “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of
Mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will
produce even more. 3 You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given
you. 4 Remain in Me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed
from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in Me. 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are
the branches. Those who remain in Me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from
Me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not remain in Me is thrown away like a useless
branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in
Me and My words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8
When you produce much fruit, you are My true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father. 9
“I have loved you even as the Father has loved Me. Remain in my love. 10 When you obey My
commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain
in His love. 11 I have told you these things so that you will be filled with My joy. Yes, your joy will
overflow!” (John 15:1-11)

● The Lord tells us over and over in His Word that His followers will experience
troubles and trials in their lives.

○ Jesus - “Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows.” (John 16:33)
○ James - “When troubles of any kind come your way . . .” (James 1:2)
○ Peter - “Don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if

something strange were happening to you.” (1 Peter 4:12)
● Troubles eventually are a part of every person’s life.
● What types of troubles am I experiencing, and how are they affecting me?
● “When troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For

you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it
grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete,
needing nothing.” (James 1:2-4)

● Regardless of the “troubles” we experience in our lives, the Lord can help us
weather those troubles and even become stronger and better because of them.



● How can we develop the strength to deal with, overcome and even benefit from
the struggles and troubles we experience in our lives?

We Develop Strength In Times Of Struggle By:
STEADFASTLY CONNECTING WITH JESUS

● Jesus - “I am the true grapevine, and My Father is the gardener. He cuts off every
branch of Mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and He prunes the branches that do bear fruit
so they will produce even more. You have already been pruned and purified by the
message I have given you.” (John 15:1-3)

● Jesus wants us to understand that He is the source of spiritual life.
○ Jesus - “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father

except through me.” (John 14:6)
● We begin to experience the “life” that Jesus offers when we receive Him as the

Savior and Lord of our lives, and we’re to continue to draw “life” from the Lord.
● Jesus - “Remain in Me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is

severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in Me. Yes, I am the
vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in Me, and I in them, will produce much
fruit. For apart from Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)

Staying Connected To Jesus Involves:
● DAILY INTERACTING WITH HIM

○ We experience the Lord’s presence through prayer and worship.
■ Jesus - “When you pray, go away by yourself . . . and pray to your Father.

Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you.” (Matthew 6:6)
■ When we don't fill our mind with prayer, we fill it with anxiety, worry,

temptations, and resentment.
■ “Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances...”

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
■ The enemy will try to limit our praying, because he knows our

praying will limit him.
○ We are educated about the Lord’s principles through Bible study.

■ The Lord - “Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day
and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will
you prosper and succeed in all you do.” (Joshua 1:8)

■ The Journey Through The Bible Devotions help us learn principles
that transform our lives (www.celebrationchurch.org/devotions).

● WEEKLY CONNECTING WITH OTHER BELIEVERS
○ “I hear people say, "I don't have to go to church to be a Christian," and they are

absolutely right. Salvation is through faith alone in Christ alone. But you don't
have to go home to be married, but stay away long enough and your relationship
will be affected.” - Tony Evans

○ We “connect” with other Believers by joining with them regularly for Small
Group studies, ministry activities and Worship services.

○ “Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted
to keep his promise. Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love

http://www.celebrationchurch.org/devotions


and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do,
but encourage one another, especially now that the day of His return is drawing
near.” (Hebrews 10:24-25)

● Those who focus their lives on “staying connected with Jesus” will experience
supernatural peace and strong productivity in their lives.

● Jesus - “I am leaving you with a gift - peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a
gift the world cannot give.” (John 14:27)

● Jesus - “Those who remain in Me, and I in them, will produce much fruit.” (John 15:5)

We Develop Strength In Times Of Struggle By:
WILLINGLY COMPLYING WITH JESUS

● Jesus - “I have loved you even as the Father has loved Me. Remain in My love. When
you obey My commandments, you remain in My love, just as I obey My Father’s
commandments and remain in His love.” (John 15:9-10)

● Jesus said - “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and He will
give you everything you need.” (Matthew 6:33)

● We need to constantly remind ourselves of how greatly we are loved by the Lord -
and since we are so greatly loved by the Lord we should want to obey Him.

● Jesus - “If you love Me, obey My commandments.” (John 14:15)
Being Obedient To Jesus Requires:
● LIVING FOR HIM DAILY

○ “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The
life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

○ The Lord wants us to learn from Him, love Him and live for Him daily.
○ “Take your ordinary life – your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and

walking-around life – and place it before God as an offering.” (Romans 12:1a
Msg)

● GIVING TO HIS WORK GENEROUSLY
○ Christians should be faithfully giving tithes and offerings through their

Church in order to: 1) affirm God’s leadership in our lives, 2) help to meet
the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of others, and 3) appreciate
who the Lord is to us and what He’s done for us (Malachi 3:10-12).

○ Jesus - “For if you give, you will get! Your gift will return to you in full and
overflowing measure.Whatever measure you use to give . . .will be used to
measure what is given back to you." (Luke 6:38)

○ Jesus - “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)
● SERVING HIM FERVENTLY

○ We all have abilities, talents and resources that need to be utilized by the
Lord.

○ “Be sure to use the abilities God has given you . . . Put these abilities to work.” (1
Timothy 4:14-15 LB)

○ In what ways could I be involved in serving the Lord by serving others?



○ “God is looking for willing servants, eager to do His will, not consultants,
reviewers, or armchair quarterbacks.” - Richard Blackaby

○ “God will not forget how hard you have worked for Him and how you have shown
your love to Him by caring for others.” (Hebrews 6:10)

● “Those who claim to be Christian either keep Jesus’s commandments or they turn out
to be liars.” - Andreas Köstenberger

● Jesus - “You are truly My disciples if you keep obeying My teachings.” (John 8:31)

● Jesus - “I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in Me, and I in them, will
produce much fruit. For apart from Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

● We can only obey the Lord and live for Him if we are constantly accessing His
presence and power in our lives.

● “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)
● What are the benefits of “steadfastly connecting with Jesus” and “willingly

complying with Him?”
● Jesus - “Those who remain in Me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. . . .  if you

remain in Me and My words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will
be granted! . . . When you produce much fruit, you are My true disciples. This brings
great glory to my Father. . . . I have told you these things so that you will be filled with My
joy. Yes, your joy will overflow!” (John 15:5, 7, 8, 11)

● When we are focused on “abiding in the Lord” and “obeying Him'' we will live
productive lives that will bring glory to our Heavenly Father and bring answered
prayers and overflowing joy to our lives.

● What is the Lord primarily saying to ME through this message?


