
CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS
Exodus 18:1-12

● What has God done in, for and/or through my life that others should learn about?
● “Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, heard about everything God had done

for Moses and His people, the Israelites. He heard especially about how the LORD had
rescued them from Egypt.” (Exodus 18:1)

● When God does great things for His people, people in the world ought to hear
about what the Lord has done and is doing.

● We communicate to others what the Lord has done in and for our lives by sharing
our testimonies and inviting people to Church activities and services.

● Baptism by Immersion is another way that we communicate and demonstrate to
people that God has done great things in and for our lives.

● “Moses told his father-in-law everything the LORD had done . . .” (Exodus 18:8)
● What are some steps we should take to celebrate who the Lord is to us and what

He’s done for us?

Celebrating God’s Goodness Should Include:
REMEMBERING WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE IN OUR LIVES

● “Moses went out to meet his father-in-law. . . . They asked about each other’s welfare
and then went into Moses’ tent. Moses told his father-in-law everything the LORD had
done to Pharaoh and Egypt on behalf of Israel.” (Exodus 18:7-8)

● The life of bondage that the Israelites experienced in Egypt (Exodus 1:11-14)
reminds us how we lived before Jesus became our Savior and Lord.

When Jesus Became Our Savior:
● HE RESCUED US FROM SPIRITUAL DEATH

○ “Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins.”
(Ephesians 2:1)

○ “Spiritual death” is the separation of the soul from God in this present life.
○ When people are “spiritually dead” they struggle with Spiritual  Deception.

■ “You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil -
the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work
in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God.” (Ephesians 2:2)

○ When people are “spiritually dead” they struggle with Moral Depravity.



■ “All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and
inclinations of our sinful nature.” (Ephesians 2:3)

○ When people are “spiritually dead” they are facing Eternal Doom.
■ “By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone

else.” (Ephesians 2:3)
○ A “spiritually dead” person has no relationship with Jesus, no ability to

understand spiritual things, no victory over ungodly desires, no lasting
peace and joy in their lives, and no hope of making it to Heaven.

● HE PROVIDED FOR US A SUPERNATURAL LIFE
○ When the Israelites were rescued from Egypt they began a new way of life,

which reminds us that Jesus brings us a whole new way of life.
○ When Jesus becomes our Savior we are offered a Fulfilling Life.

■ “But God is so rich in mercy, and He loved us so much, that even though
we were dead because of our sins, He gave us life.” (Ephesians 2:4-5)

■ There are 3 Greek words translated “life” - 1) “bios” which refers to
physical life, 2) “psuche” which refers to the spiritual capacity of
humans, and 3) “zoe” which refers to our whole life or a full life.

■ Jesus - “My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.” (John
10:10)

○ When Jesus becomes our Savior we are guaranteed a Forever Life.
■ “For He (God) raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us

with Him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ
Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:6)

○ As a result of God’s grace and gift of Jesus, Christians have a relationship
with Jesus that brings us to Heaven and will last for all eternity.

● What do I appreciate about what Jesus did for me when He came into my life?

Celebrating God’s Goodness Could Include:
REJOICING IN WHAT THE LORD IS DOING IN OUR LIVES

● “He (Moses) also told about all the hardships they had experienced along the way and
how the LORD had rescued His people from all their troubles.” (Exodus 18:8)

When We Are Focused On Following The Lord:
● HE GIVES US HIS DIRECTION

○ “When Pharaoh finally let the people go, God did not lead them along the main
road that runs through Philistine territory, even though that was the shortest route
to the Promised Land. . . . God led them in a roundabout way through the
wilderness toward the Red Sea.” (Exodus 13:17-18)

○ The Lord provides direction for our lives as we: 1) Study His Word (Psalm
119:103-105), 2) Listen to His Voice (Acts 13:2), and 3) Receive Counsel
from other Christians (Proverbs 15:22).

○ “The Lord directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of their lives.”
(Psalm 37:23)

○ What has the Lord communicated to me recently about the circumstances
and relationships of my life?



● HE GIVES US HIS PRESENCE
○ “The LORD went ahead of them. He guided them during the day with a pillar of

cloud, and He provided light at night with a pillar of fire.” (Exodus 13:21-22)
○ The Lord’s presence in our lives is what brings comfort, peace and joy to

our lives (Psalm 16:11).
● HE DEMONSTRATES HIS POWER

○ “When the people of Israel saw the mighty power that the Lord had unleashed
against the Egyptians, they were filled with awe before Him. They put their faith in
the Lord and in his servant Moses.” (Exodus 14:31)

○ The Lord has all of the power we need to enable us to overcome the great
obstacles and opponents we experience in our lives.

● HE GIVE US HIS PROVISION
○ “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Look, I’m going to rain down food from heaven for you.

Each day the people can go out and pick up as much food as they need for that
day.’” (Exodus 16:4)

○ The Lord is quite able to provide for the physical, emotional, financial,
relational and vocational needs of His people (Psalm 37:23-25).

● HE PROVIDES US WITH HIS PROTECTION
○ “The Egyptians shouted. ‘The Lord is fighting for them against Egypt!’” (Exodus

14:25)
○ Just as the Lord enabled the Israelites to defeat the Egyptians and the

Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-13) He will enable us to overcome our opponents
when we are following Him (Isaiah 54:17, Romans 8:31).

● In what ways has the Lord helped me in recent times?

Celebrating Our Victories Could Include:
RECOMMITTING TO THE LORD’S DESIRES FOR OUR LIVES

● “Jethro was delighted when he heard about all the good things the Lord had done for
Israel as He rescued them from the hand of the Egyptians. . . . I know now that the Lord
is greater than all other gods, because He rescued His people from the oppression of
the proud Egyptians.’ Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and
sacrifices to God. Aaron and all the elders of Israel came out and joined him in a
sacrificial meal in God’s presence.” (Exodus 18:9-12)

● The Israelites offered “burnt offerings and sacrifices” to celebrate what the Lord
had done in and for their lives, and to demonstrate their commitment to Him.

● New Testament Believers indicated their commitment to the Lord by: 1) Learning
and living by the principles found in His Word, 2) Fellowshipping and Worshiping
with other Christians, and 3) Serving others and giving generously to help others
(Acts 2:42-47); but they also demonstrated their commitment to the Lord through
being “baptized by immersion” (Acts 2:38).

● “Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day -
about 3,000 in all.” (Acts 2:41)

● Baptism by Immersion is one way we demonstrate to people that God has done
great things in and for our lives, and we communicate our commitment to Him.



○ “Being baptized in water” indicates we believe God has forgiven our sins
and welcomed us into His family (Acts 2:38, Romans 6:4).

○ “Going down into the water” symbolizes that we have “died to our old way
of life” (Romans 6:1-3, 6-7).

○ “Coming up from the water” indicates that we have been “raised to new
life” in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:4, 8, 11).

● If God has done a work in our lives, we should be willing to let everyone know
through Baptism by Immersion of our faith in Him and commitment to Him.

● “Paul and Silas shared the word of the Lord with the jailer and with all who lived in his
household. . . . Then he and everyone in his household were immediately baptized.”
(Acts 16:32-33)

● Baptism tells the world we are not ashamed of the Gospel and are now on the
same team with Jesus Christ.

● What steps do I need to take today to celebrate who the Lord is to me and what
He’s done for me - and to demonstrate my commitment to living for Him?


