
ANSWERING THE CALL
Exodus 3:1 - 4:20

● “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” (Jeremiah 29:11 NIV)

● Many people aren’t living out God’s great plans for their lives, and therefore are
missing out on many of their life and ministry opportunities.

● Moses “wasted” a good portion of his life living outside of God’s will for his life.
● We sometimes “waste” portions of our lives because of poor decisions. or

because we get “stuck” in dead-end situations or relationships (Exodus 2:11-22).
● Regardless of the bad decisions we have made and the situations we find

ourselves in, God can help us to overcome them and move forward from them.
● To overcome our bad decisions, get unstuck from our situations and move

forward in our lives we need to “answer God’s call” (Exodus 3:1 - 4:20).

To “Answer God’s Call” We Need To:
START MEETING WITH GOD

● “Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law . . . He led the flock far into the
wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. . . . God called to him from
the middle of the bush . . . ‘Do not come any closer,’ the Lord warned. ‘Take off your
sandals, for you are standing on holy ground.’” (Exodus 3:1-5)

● Moses’ life was transformed when he met with the Lord.
We All Need To Encounter The Lord:
● DAILY THROUGH OUR DEVOTION TIMES

○ “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles teaching . . . and to prayer.”
(Acts 2:42)

○ In daily “devotion times” Christians can spend time reading the Bible and
other Christian books, praying, worshiping the Lord and listening to Him.

○ The Journey Through The Bible daily devotions have been a help for many
Celebration members in 2021 (www.celebrationchurch.org/devotions).

○ “The early Christians met with God before they met with people.” (William
Barclay)

http://www.celebrationchurch.org/devotions


● WEEKLY THROUGH WORSHIP WITH OTHERS
○ “On the first day of the week the disciples were meeting . . .  Suddenly, Jesus

was standing there among them.” (John 20:19)
○ When Believers worship the Lord together, He shows up and begins to

impact their lives (Matthew 18:20).
● PERIODICALLY IN RETREAT SETTINGS

○ Jesus – “Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” (Mark 6:31)
○ “If we don’t come ‘apart’ with the Lord every once in a while we’re going to come

apart.” (Vance Havner)
● “Then the Lord told him, ‘I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have

heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their
suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead
them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. . . . Now go, for I am sending
you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt.’” (Exodus 3:7-10)

● When we prioritize meeting with the Lord, He will speak to us and give us direction
for our lives (John 10:27).

● What steps do I need to take to more regularly “meet with” and receive direction
from the Lord?

To “Answer God’s Call” We Need To:
STOP MAKING EXCUSES (Exodus 3:11 – 4:17)

● When the Lord reveals His will to us we can question Him, disobey Him, obey Him,
or make excuses for ourselves (which is also disobedience).

● Partial obedience equals total disobedience (1 Samuel 15:1-23).
Responding To God’s Call Involves Overcoming:
● THE INADEQUACY EXCUSE

○ “But Moses protested to God, ‘Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to
lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?’ God answered, ‘I will be with you.’”
(Exodus 3:11-12)

○ God primarily utilizes individuals who realize their inadequacies and
depend upon His presence and power in their lives.

○ “Few of you were wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy when God
called you. Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to
shame those who think they are wise. And He chose things that are powerless to
shame those who are powerful.” (1 Corinthians 1:26-27)

○ The Lord -“My gracious favor is all you need. My power works best in your
weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)

● THE AUTHORITY EXCUSE
○ “But Moses protested, ‘If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, “The God of

your ancestors has sent me to you,” they will ask me, “What is his name?” Then
what should I tell them?’ God replied to Moses, “I Am who I am. Say this to the
people of Israel: I Am has sent me to you.’ God also said, ‘Say this to the people
of Israel: Yahweh, the God of your ancestors . . . has sent me to you. This is my
eternal name, My name to remember for all generations.’” (Exodus 3:13-15)



○ Jesus has “all authority” – and He has delegated that authority to those
who are living for Him and willing to serve Him.

○ Jesus – “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.” (Matthew 16:19 NIV)

○ Jesus - “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go
and make disciples of all the nations . . . And be sure of this: I am with you
always . . .” (Matthew 28:18-20)

● THE CREDIBILITY EXCUSE
○ “But Moses protested again, ‘What if they won’t believe me or listen to me? What

if they say, “The Lord never appeared to you”?’ Then the Lord asked him, ‘What
is that in your hand?’ ‘A shepherd’s staff,’ Moses replied. ‘Throw it down on the
ground,’ the Lord told him. So Moses threw down the staff, and it turned into a
snake! Moses jumped back. Then the Lord told him, ‘Reach out and grab its tail.”
So Moses reached out and grabbed it, and it turned back into a shepherd’s staff
in his hand. ‘Perform this sign,’ the Lord told him. ‘Then they will believe that the
Lord, the God of their ancestors . . .  really has appeared to you.’” (Exodus 4:1-5)

○ What reasons could I give for saying people won’t listen to or follow me?
○ God’s presence and power will be demonstrated through our lives as we

surrender our talents to Him which gives us credibility with others.
○ “Jesus called together His twelve disciples and gave them power and authority to

cast out all demons and to heal all diseases. Then He sent them out to tell
everyone about the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick.” (Luke 9:1-2)

○ “God is able, through His mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely
more than we might ask or think.” (Ephesians 3:20)

● THE ABILITY EXCUSE
○ “But Moses pleaded with the Lord, ‘O Lord, I’m not very good with words. . . . I

get tongue-tied, and my words get tangled.’ Then the Lord asked Moses, ‘Who
makes a person’s mouth? Who decides whether people speak or do not speak,
hear or do not hear, see or do not see? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go! I will be with
you as you speak, and I will instruct you in what to say.’” (Exodus 4:10-12)

○ We’ve all been gifted by the Lord in ways that can help others and bring
glory to God.

○ “A spiritual gift has been given to each of us as a means of helping the entire
church.” (1 Corinthians 12:7)

○ God will minister through us when we surrender our abilities to Him.
○ “Be sure to use the abilities God has given you . . . Put these abilities to work.” (1

Timothy 4:14-15 LB)
○ What gifts, talents and resources do I have that could be used by the Lord?

● THE PROXY EXCUSE
○ “But Moses again pleaded, ‘Lord, please! Send anyone else.’ . . . ‘All right,’ the

Lord said. ‘What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he speaks well. He
is on his way to meet you now. . . . Talk to him, and put the words in his mouth. I
will be with both of you as you speak, and I will instruct you both in what to do.



Aaron will be your spokesman to the people . . . and you will stand in the place of
God for him, telling him what to say.’” (Exodus 4:13-16)

○ Although God will send others to help us – no one else can carry out God’s
call and assignment for our lives.

○ “God has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He
planned for us long ago.” (Ephesians 2:10)

● What excuses do I need to overcome in order to begin experiencing God’s plans
and power in my life?

● “And take your shepherd’s staff with you, and use it to perform the miraculous signs I
have shown you.’” (Exodus 4:13-17)

● The Lord will work through us to accomplish His mighty works in people’s lives
when we are surrendered to HIm.

To “Answer God’s Call” We Need To:
START MOVING FORWARD

● “So Moses went back home to Jethro, his father-in-law. ‘Please let me return to my
relatives in Egypt,’ . . . ‘Go in peace,’ Jethro replied. Before Moses left Midian, the Lord
said to him, ‘Return to Egypt, for all those who wanted to kill you have died.’ So Moses
took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey, and headed back to the land of Egypt. In
his hand he carried the staff of God.” (Exodus 4:18-20)

● Moving forward with the Lord may involve: 1) Asking Jesus to become our Savior
and Lord (John 3:1-6, Acts 2:37-41), 2) Being baptized by immersion (Acts 2:42,
8:26-40), 3) Connecting with a Small Group (Acts 2:42-47), 4) Attending First Steps
and becoming a member of Celebration (1 Peter 4:14-15), 6) Diligently serving in a
Church or Community ministry (1 Peter 4:10), 7) Experiencing a fresh empowering
of God’s Spirit (Acts 4:31), 8) Finding a Mentor and Mentee in the Church (Acts
11:22), 9) Getting some Leadership/MInistry training (2 Timothy 2:22), or 10)
Hosting a Life Group (Romans 16:3-5).

● What steps do I need to take to “move forward” with the Lord?

● The Lord utilizes “ordinary people” to accomplish “extraordinary works” when we
are willing to encounter Him, eliminate our excuses, and move forward with Him!

● What is the Lord telling me to do through today’s message?
● What would I be doing for God and/or others if there were no barriers or

limitations whatsoever?


