
IT’S TIME TO MOVE FORWARD
Exodus 3:1-22

● God has great plans and purposes for His people and for many regions or nations.
● “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” (Jeremiah 29:11 NIV)
● Many people get “stuck” and don’t “move forward” with the Lord because of fear,

failures, frustrations, foolish thinking, etc.
● What’s been keeping me from “moving forward with the Lord”?
● Moses’ encounter with God at the burning bush reminds us that God wants to

empower ordinary people to “move forward” with Him so they can make a
difference for good and for God in the world around them (Exodus 3:1-22).

● What can we learn from Moses’ encounter with God at the “Burning Bush” that
will help us to “move forward with the Lord”?

“Moving Forward With The Lord” Requires:
CONNECTING WITH HIM

● “One day Moses . . . led the flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai,the mountain
of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a
bush. . . . When the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him
from the middle of the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’ ‘Here I am!’ Moses replied. ‘Do not come
any closer,’ the Lord warned. ‘Take off your sandals, for you are standing on holy
ground.’” (Exodus 3:1-2, 4-5)

● Moses’ life was transformed the day that he experienced the Lord’s presence in a
supernatural way.

Moses’ Story Reminds Us That We Need To Have:
● AN INITIAL CONNECTION WITH THE LORD

○ An initial connection with the Lord occurs when Jesus becomes our Savior,
which happens when we: 1) Realize our need for Him (John 3:1-5), 2)
Repent of our sins (Acts 3:19), and Receive Jesus in our lives (John 1:12).

○ Jesus – “Unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John
3:3)



○ The “new birth” brings: 1) Forgiveness for our sins (Ephesians 1:7), 2)
Fulfillment in this life (John 10:10), and 3) the Future of Heaven (John 3:16).

○ “You have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will
last forever because it comes from the eternal, living Word of God.” (1 Peter
1:23)

○ When and where did I experience the “new birth”, and how has my life been
changed by Jesus’ presence and power?

● A CONTINUAL CONNECTION WITH THE LORD
○ We regularly connect with the Lord as we Fellowship With Him.

■ “Our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.” (1 John
1:3)

■ We “fellowship with the Lord” when we: 1) Pray to Him, 2) Listen to
Him speak to us through His Word and by His Spirit (1 Samuel 3:10),
and when we are involved in living for Him (1 John 3:24).

■ “Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with Him,
and He with them.” (1 John 3:24)

■ When we make fellowship with the Lord a priority all of the urgent
issues in our lives begin to fall into place (Matthew 6:33).

○ We continually connect with the Lord as we Worship Him.
■ Worshiping the Lord involves: 1) Singing to Him (Psalm 95-96), 2)

Serving Him (1 Peter 4:10), 3) Surrendering to Him (Romans 12:1).
■ “Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God - this is

your true and proper worship.” (Romans 12:1)
○ How am I doing in my continual connection with the Lord – and what can I

do to improve this area of my life?

“Moving Forward With The Lord” Requires:
HEARING FROM HIM

● The Lord to Moses - “I am the God of your fathers - the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ When Moses heard this, he covered his face because he
was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord told him, ‘I have certainly seen the oppression
of my people in Egypt. I have heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave
drivers. Yes, I am aware of their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the
power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious
land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey . . .” (Exodus 3:6-8)

● The Lord speaks to His people in our day through: 1) Angels (Mattew 1:18-25), 2)
the Bible (Psalm 119:103-104), 3) Other Christians (1 Kings 17:24), 4) Life’s
Circumstances (Revelation 3:7), and 5) His Spirit (Acts 13:2).

The Lord Speaks To Us To Let Us Know That:
● HE KNOWS OUR SITUATION

○ “O LORD, Yo know everything about me. You know when I sit down or stand up.
You know my every thought when far away.  . . . Every moment You know where
I am. You know what I am going to say even before I say it . . .” (Psalm 139:1-4)



○ Those verses tell us that The Lord knows who we are on the inside, what we
are thinking, what we do, and what we say (Psalm 139:1-4).

○ “You (O Lord) know how foolish I have been.” (Psalm 69:5)
○ The Lord also knows the situations we are facing and dealing with.
○ “You have seen the crisis of my soul.” (Psalm 31:7)

The Lord Speaks To Us To Let Us Know That He Knows Our Situation:
● HE CARES ABOUT OUR LIVES

○ “The Lord is like a father to His children, tender and compassionate to those who
fear Him.” (Psalm 103:13)

○ “Give all your worries and cares to God, for He cares about you.” (1 Peter 5:7)
The Lord Speaks To Us To Let Us Know That He Cares About Our Lives:
● HE TRANSFORMS CIRCUMSTANCES AND LIVES

○ “I pray you will begin to understand how incredibly great His power is to help
those who believe Him . . . the same power that raised Christ from the dead.”
(Ephesians 1:19-20)

○ “He (the Lord) opens doors, and no one can shut them; He shuts doors, and no
one can open them.” (Revelation 3:7)

The Lord Speaks To Us To Let Us Know That He Transforms Circumstances And Lives:
● HE PROVIDES DIRECTION FOR OUR LIVES

○ Jesus - “My sheep hear My voice . . . and they follow Me.” (John 10:27)
● What has the Lord been speaking to me about His care and direction for my life?

“Moving Forward With The Lord” Requires Connecting With Him/Hearing From Him:
RESPONDING TO HIM (Exodus 3:11-22)

● “‘The cry of the people of Israel has reached Me (the Lord), and I have seen how harshly
the Egyptians abuse them. Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead My
people Israel out of Egypt.’ But Moses protested to God, ‘Who am I to appear before
Pharaoh? Who am I to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?’ God answered, ‘I will be
with you. And this is your sign that I am the one who has sent you: When you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God at this very mountain.’ But Moses
protested, ‘If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, “The God of your ancestors has
sent me to you,” they will ask me, “What is His name?: Then what should I tell them?’
God replied to Moses, ‘I am who i am. Say this to the people of Israel: I Am has sent me
to you.’” (Exodus 3:9-14)

When The Lord Reveals His Will To Us We Can:
● DIALOGUE WITH HIM (Exodus 3:11, 13)

○ The Lord is able to answer our questions and assure us of His presence,
power and provision for our lives (Exodus 3:12, 14-15).

● DISOBEY HIM
○ The Prophet Samuel to King Saul - “What is more pleasing to the Lord: your

burnt offerings and sacrifices or your obedience to His voice? Listen! Obedience
is better than sacrifice, and submission is better than offering the fat of rams.
Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols.



So because you have rejected the command of the Lord, He has rejected you as
king.” (1 Samuel 15:22-23)

○ Disobeying the Lord always brings grief to Him, and robs us of provision,
peace, power and protection in our lives.

● DO WHAT HE INSTRUCTS US TO DO
○ The Lord to Moses - “Now go and call together all the elders of Israel. Tell them,

‘Yahweh, the God of your ancestors . . . has appeared to me.’ He told me, . . . I
have promised to rescue you from your oppression in Egypt. I will lead you to a
land flowing with milk and honey.” . . .’” (Exodus 3:16-17)

○ We will never move forward and onward until we are willing to say “YES” to
being who God has called us to be and doing what He’s called us to do.

○ “Thank God!  Once you were slaves of sin, but now you have obeyed with all
your heart the new teaching God has given you. . . Now you are free from the
power of sin and have become slaves of God.  Now you do those things that lead
to holiness and result in eternal life.” (Romans 6:17, 22)

○ The great heroes of the Bible and great Christian leaders throughout
history have been those who have been willing to say “YES” to the Lord.

● What is the Lord calling me to be and/or do, and how will I respond to His call?

● When God “shows up”, our lives can be transitioned from “ordinary” to
“extraordinary” if we are willing to surrender to His will for our lives.

● Daily Prayer - “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in
me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)


