
READY TO SERVE
Mark 10:35-45

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to Him. “Teacher,” they said,
“we want You to do us a favor.” 36 “What is your request?” He asked. 37 They replied, “When
You sit on Your glorious throne, we want to sit in places of honor next to You, one on Your right
and the other on Your left.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you are asking!
Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of suffering I am about to drink? Are you able to be
baptized with the baptism of suffering I must be baptized with?” 39 “Oh yes,” they replied, “we
are able!” Then Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from My bitter cup and be baptized with
My baptism of suffering. 40 But I have no right to say who will sit on my right or my left. God has
prepared those places for the ones He has chosen.” 41 When the ten other disciples heard what
James and John had asked, they were indignant. 42 So Jesus called them together and said,
“You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority
over those under them. 43 But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader
among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you must be the
slave of everyone else. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others
and to give His life as a ransom for many.”

● In our Ready, Set, Go Series, we’re preparing our congregation to impact the
people of our region in powerful ways this Easter.

● In order to impact our community, we need to be Ready To Serve.
● “They replied, ‘When You sit on Your glorious throne, we want to sit in places of honor

next to You, one on Your right and the other on Your left.’” (Mark 10:37)
● The yearning for greatness, or significance, is a natural and godly desire that finds

its ultimate fulfillment in Christ.
● “He has planted eternity in the human heart. . .” (Ecclesiastes 3:11)
● Jesus redefined greatness when He equated it with serving.
● Jesus - “Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever

wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone else.” (Mark 10:43-44)
● The world tends to view greatness as exclusive.
● “You must expect great things of yourself before you can do them.” - Michael Jordan



● “People do not decide to become extraordinary. They decide to do extraordinary things.”
- Sir Edmund Hillary

● Jesus’ definition of greatness is revolutionary because it changes the barrier from
“can’t” to “won’t,” and from “ability” to “humility.”

● How can we achieve the type of greatness that Jesus described?

We Can Achieve Greatness By:
SERVING THE LORD WHOLEHEARTEDLY

● “Jesus said to them, ‘You don’t know what you are asking! Are you able to drink from the
bitter cup of suffering I am about to drink? Are you able to be baptized with the baptism
of suffering I must be baptized with?’” (Mark 10:38)

● Jesus was fully committed to laying His life down in service to God and for
humankind.

● Jesus - “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of Mine, you did for Me.” (Matthew 25:40 NIV)

● Jesus - “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your
mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.” (Matthew 22:37-38)

● The Lord does not NEED us to serve Him, but He allows us the privilege and honor
of doing so.

● How can we serve the Lord Wholeheartedly?
Serving The Lord Wholeheartedly Means Serving With Our:
● GODLY ATTITUDES

○ Paul - “You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.” (Philippians 2:5)
○ Real servants: 1) Empty themselves for others’ benefit rather than filling

themselves at others’ expense. (Philippians 2:7); 2) Focus on their own
responsibilities and blessings more than others’ opportunities or
blessings. (Proverbs 14:30); 3) See serving as an opportunity rather than an
obligation. (Ephesians 2:10); 4) Care more about God’s opinion of them
than others’ opinion of them. (Galatians 1:10)

○ “Most people are really good about having the attitude of a servant - until
someone treats you like one.” - Rick Warren

● GOOD INTENTIONS
○ James - “So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds,

it is dead and useless.” (James 2:17)
○ Serving can’t JUST be our identity - it has to be something you DO.
○ Part of serving the Lord wholeheartedly is showing up to serve.

● GOD-GIVEN RESOURCES
○ God has given each of us time to use in His service.
○ “So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise.

Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days.” (Ephesians 5:15-16)
○ God has given each of us treasures to use in His service.
○ “Those who shut their ears to the cries of the poor will be ignored in their own

time of need.” (Proverbs 21:13)
○ God has given each of us talents to use in His service.



○ Peter - “God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another.” (1 Peter 4:10)

● What changes do I need to make in my attitudes, intentions and usage of
resources to better serve the Lord?

We Can Achieve Greatness By:
SERVING EACH OTHER GENEROUSLY

● Jesus - “But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of
everyone else.” (Mark 10:43-44)

● The line to be served is always longer than the line to serve others.
● Paul - “Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone -

especially to those in the family of faith.” (Galatians 6:10)
● Each of us has two ministries - a primary ministry where we are “called,” and a

secondary ministry where we are “needed.”
● At Celebration Church we have a variety of ministries where people can serve

such as Community Engagement, Facilities, Greeters, Hospitality, Kidztown
(children), Life Groups, Midpoint (middle-school), Security, The Social (youth),
Technology, Worship, Ushers, etc.

● How can I serve other Christians and give back to the body of Christ?

We Can Achieve Greatness By:
SERVING OTHERS COMPASSIONATELY

● Jesus - “The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve others, and to give His life
up as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45)

● Jesus knew He was sacrificing His life for people who didn’t deserve it.
● Paul - “But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we

were still sinners.” (Romans 5:8)
● “When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had asked, they were

indignant.” (Mark 10:41)
● Christians often struggle to serve others in the world because we have a

misplaced expectation for worldly people to act godly.
● Jesus didn’t come to reject the world, to conform to the world, to compete with the

world, or to conquer the world - He came to transform the world.
● Jesus - “No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed

on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good
deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”
(Matthew 5:15-16)

● Our best opportunity to impact the world will come from our serving them, not
expecting them to serve us.

● How can I serve others in my life in a way that will lead them to Jesus?

● Jesus - “But among you it will be different. . .” (Mark 10:43)



● As Christians we have to be committed to: 1) Serving the Lord Wholeheartedly, 2)
Serving Each Other Generously, and 3) Serving Others Compassionately.

● Easter Sunday represents a tremendous opportunity to help others find Jesus by
serving them.

● We need each person to commit to: 1) Serving each other in one of our Easter
services, and 2) Serving others in our community to win them to faith in Jesus.

● What is the Lord saying to me through this message?


