
 
REAL CHRISTIANS . . . KNOW SOME THINGS FOR SURE  

1 John 5:6-21 

Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by his baptism in water and by shedding His blood on 
the cross - not by water only, but by water and blood. And the Spirit, who is truth, confirms it with 
His testimony. 7 So we have these three witnesses -  8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood - and 
all three agree. 9 Since we believe human testimony, surely we can believe the greater 
testimony that comes from God. And God has testified about His Son. 10 All who believe in the 
Son of God know in their hearts that this testimony is true. Those who don’t believe this are 
actually calling God a liar because they don’t believe what God has testified about His Son. 

11 And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life. 13 I have 
written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know you have 
eternal life.  

14 And we are confident that He hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases Him. 15 
And since we know He hears us when we make our requests, we also know that He will give us 
what we ask for. 

16 If you see a fellow believer sinning in a way that does not lead to death, you should pray, and 
God will give that person life. But there is a sin that leads to death, and I am not saying you 
should pray for those who commit it. 17 All wicked actions are sin, but not every sin leads to 
death. 18 We know that God’s children do not make a practice of sinning, for God’s Son holds 
them securely, and the evil one cannot touch them. 19 We know that we are children of God 
and that the world around us is under the control of the evil one. 

20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and He has given us understanding so that we 
can know the true God. And now we live in fellowship with the true God because we live in 
fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ. He is the only true God, and He is eternal life. 21 Dear 
children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts. 

  
●  "Nothing is certain but death and taxes." (Ben Franklin, 1789) 



● We live in a world of uncertainty and doubt. 
● The life that is real, meaningful and eternal is built upon the “Divine Certainties” 

that are found in the Word of God and a relationship with Jesus Christ! 
● What “Divine Certainties” can we learn from the Word of God and a relationship 

with Jesus Christ? 
  
We Can Know For Certain That: 
JESUS CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD (1 John 5:6-10) 

● When people don’t believe in Jesus it’s usually because they are: 1) Doubtful 
about the events of the Gospel, 2) Deceived by the ways of the world, 3) Detached 
from the story of the Gospel, or 4) Determined not to believe in or follow Jesus. 

● How do we KNOW that Jesus Christ is the Son of God? 
● We can know that Jesus is the Son of God because of the Baptism of Jesus. 
● “Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by His baptism in water . . .” (1 John 5:6) 
● We can know that Jesus is the Son of God because of the Blood of Jesus. 
● “Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by His baptism in water and by shedding His 

blood on the cross - not by water only, but by water and blood.” (1 John 5:6) 
● We can know that Jesus is the Son of God because of the Spirit of God. 
● “And the Spirit, who is truth, confirms it with His testimony.” (1 John 5:6)  
● “So we have these three witnesses — the Spirit, the water, and the blood—and all three 

agree. Since we believe human testimony, surely we can believe the greater testimony 
that comes from God. And God has testified about His Son. All who believe in the Son of 
God know in their hearts that this testimony is true. Those who don’t believe this are 
actually calling God a liar because they don’t believe what God has testified about His 
Son.” (1 John 5:7-10)  

● Real Christians are those individuals who truly believe that Jesus is the one and 
only Son of God and Savior of the World (1 John 5:9-10). 

● How SHOULD the knowledge that Jesus Christ is the Son of God impact our 
behavior? 

  
We Can Know For Certain That: 
BELIEVERS HAVE ETERNAL LIFE (1 John 5:11-13) 

● Jesus - “I tell you the truth, those who listen to My message and believe in God who sent 
Me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already 
passed from death into life.” (John 5:24) 

● The Bible teaches us about the Cost of eternal life. 
● “He (God) has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” (1 John 5:11) 
● Eternal life is a "free gift" to humans but it cost God the life of His Son. 
● “God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still 

sinners.” (Romans 5:8)  
● The Bible teaches us about the Commencement of eternal life. 
● “Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life.” (1 

John 5:12)  



● Eternal life begins the moment we receive Jesus as Lord and Savior (John 1:12, 
3:16). 

● The Bible teaches us about the Confidence of eternal life. 
● “I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 

know you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:13) 
● Those who have eternal life in Christ Jesus know that they are going to Heaven. 
● How SHOULD our knowledge of eternal life impact our behavior? 

  
We Can Know For Certain That: 
GOD ANSWERS PRAYER (1 John 5:14-15) 

● The Bible teaches us about the Privilege of prayer. 
● “We are confident that He hears us . . .” (1 John 5:14)  
● The Lord hears us when we pray. 
● The Bible teaches us about the Promise of prayer. 
● “We are confident that He hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases Him. And 

since we know He hears us when we make our requests, we also know that He will give 
us what we ask for.” (1 John 5:14-15) 

● Prayer is only answered in the will of God. 
● The Bible teaches us about the Power of prayer. 
● “We also know that He will give us what we ask for.” (1 John 5:15) 
● Prayer can do anything that God can do - and God can do anything and 

everything! 
● What does my present prayer life say about my own trust and reliance upon the 

Lord? 
  
We Can Know For Certain That: 
REAL CHRISTIANS LIVE VICTORIOUS LIVES 

● The Bible teaches us about the Christian’s Peril concerning sin. 
● “If you see a fellow believer sinning in a way that does not lead to death, you should 

pray, and God will give that person life. But there is a sin that leads to death, and I am 
not saying you should pray for those who commit it. All wicked actions are sin, but not 
every sin leads to death.” (1 John 5:16-17) 

● Sometimes habitual sin is punished by death (Leviticus 10:1-7; Numbers 16:1-35; 
Joshua 7:1-26; 2 Samuel 6:1-7; Acts 5:1-11; 1 Corinthians 5:1-5, 11:30). 

● The Bible teaches us about the Christian’s Power concerning sin. 
● “We know that God’s children do not make a practice of sinning, for God’s Son holds 

them securely.” (1 John 5:18) 
● The Bible teaches us about the Christian’s Power over Satan. 
● “God’s Son holds them securely, and the evil one cannot touch them. We know that we 

are children of God and that the world around us is under the control of the evil one.” (1 
John 5:18-19) 

● Real Christians can live victoriously over habitual sins and over the devil (1 John 
3:1-10, Romans 7-8,Ephesians 6:10-19, 1 John 4:4). 



● Are there areas where I am not experiencing victory in my life? 
  
We Can Know For Certain That: 
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS THE BEST LIFE  

● John is reminding us that the Christian life is a life of Rejoicing. 
● “And we know that the Son of God has come, and He has given us understanding so 

that we can know the true God. And now we live in fellowship with the true God because 
we live in fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ.” (1 John 5:20) 

● John is reminding us that the Christian life is a life of Reality. 
● “He (Jesus) is the only true God, and He is eternal life. Dear children, keep away from 

anything that might take God’s place in your hearts.” (1 John 5:20-21) 
● Idolatry is putting anything or anyone before the Lord in our lives (Exodus 20:1-3, 

Matthew 4:10). 
● Idols only bring us temporal pleasure, but the Lord brings us eternal fulfillment 

and life. 
● What are some pursuits or passions that I have been putting ahead of the Lord? 

  
● It is not enough to know and believe that: 1) Jesus is the Son of God, 2) Believers 

have Eternal Life, 3) God answers Prayer, 4) Real Christians live increasingly 
Victorious Lives, and 5) The Christian Life is the Best Life. 

● Jesus - “I tell you the truth, those who listen to My message and believe in God who sent 
Me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already 
passed from death into life.” (John 5:24) 

● We must know Jesus personally and experientially if we are to live a life of 
certainty and have abundant and eternal life. 

● What is the Lord saying to me through this message? 
 
Dig Deeper: Further Resources For Continued Study 
Genuine Christianity Discussion with Pastors Dennis Watson and Manley Miller - Click here to 
view on Right Now Media 
Faith Foundations - Click here for access at celebrationchurch.org 
Eternal Security by Charles Stanley - Click here to order on Amazon 
(For free access to Right Now Media, text “rightnow cel” to 41411) 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Training/Post/View/442872
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Training/Post/View/442872
https://www.celebrationchurch.org/library
https://www.amazon.com/Eternal-Security-Charles-Stanley/dp/0785264175/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw7ZL6BRCmARIsAH6XFDIhxVjcg-sQSMW_tW4SZNYOuU7m1DhTly6zzohrxMqDhKKtYuQFt10aAt__EALw_wcB&hvadid=241645001038&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9025099&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=5468419767205703624&hvtargid=kwd-1335696691&hydadcr=8293_10376066&keywords=eternal+security+charles+stanley&qid=1598368771&sr=8-1&tag=googhydr-20

