
 
REAL CHRISTIANS . . . ARE GREAT LOVERS 

1 John 3:11-24 

 
This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12 We 
must not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and killed his brother. And why did he kill 
him? Because Cain had been doing what was evil, and his brother had been doing what was 
righteous. 13 So don’t be surprised, dear brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. 14 If we 
love our brothers and sisters who are believers, it proves that we have passed from death to life. 
But a person who has no love is still dead. 15 Anyone who hates another brother or sister is 
really a murderer at heart. And you know that murderers don’t have eternal life within them. 

16 We know what real love is because Jesus gave up His life for us. So we also ought to give 
up our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If someone has enough money to live well and sees 
a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person? 

18 Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our 
actions. 19 Our actions will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be confident when we 
stand before God. 20 Even if we feel guilty, God is greater than our feelings, and He knows 
everything. 21 Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we can come to God with bold confidence. 22 
And we will receive from Him whatever we ask because we obey Him and do the things that 
please Him. 23 And this is His commandment: We must believe in the name of His Son, Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 24 Those who obey God’s 
commandments remain in fellowship with Him, and He with them. And we know He lives in us 
because the Spirit He gave us lives in us. 

 
● “This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another.” 

(1 John 3:11) 
● “If we love our brothers and sisters who are believers, it proves that we have passed 

from death to life.” (1 John 3:14) 
● “This is His commandment: We must believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and 

love one another, just as He commanded us.” (1 John 3:23) 



● The Apostle John tells us that “real love” is what differentiates Christians from the 
world. 

● Love is probably one of the most misunderstood words in the world. 
● Merriam Webster’s Dictionary defines “Love” as: 1) Strong affection for one 

another arising out of a kinship or personal ties, attraction based on sexual desire, 
affection based on admiration, benevolence, or common interests; 2) Warm 
attachment, enthusiasm, or devotion; 3) The object of attachment, devotion, or 
admiration; 4) Unselfish loyal and benevolent concern for the good of another as 
(a) The fatherly concern of God for humankind (b) Brotherly concern for others. 

● The Greeks in the 1st century had 4 words translated “love,”, but the word for 
Love in our text comes from the Greek word “Agape” which refers to the special, 
sacrificial, unconditional love that comes from God. 

● “Genuine love is so contrary to human nature that its presence bears witness to an 
extraordinary power.”  –John Piper 

● God desires for us to “live in Him . . . and He in us” (1 John 3:24) which causes us 
to live vibrant and victorious lives - but we can’t do that unless we love others 
with the “Agape love” of God. 

● How do we know if we live in the Lord and He lives in us? 
  
We Know We Live In The Lord And He Lives In Us When: 
WE DEMONSTRATE UNCONDITIONAL LOVE TO OTHERS (1 John 3:11-15) 

● Jesus said that people will know that we are real Christians by our love for others 
(John 13:35, 15:12). 

● “If we love our brothers and sisters who are believers, it proves that we have passed 
from death to life. But a person who has no love is still dead. Anyone who hates another 
brother or sister is really a murderer at heart. And you know that murderers don’t have 
eternal life within them.” (1 John 3:14-15) 

● Cain is an example of someone who didn’t love others like he should have loved 
them (1 John 3:12). 

● Jesus - “If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt 
tax collectors do that much.” (Matthew 5:46) 

● Even non-Christians can “love” those who love them back, but only real 
Christians can love unconditionally. 

● “Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each 
other’s faults because of your love.” (Ephesians 4:2)  

● “The only way love can last a lifetime is if it's unconditional. The truth is this: love is not 
determined by the one being loved but rather by the one choosing to love.”  –Stephen 
Kendrick, The Love Dare 

● Who in my life do I need to show unconditional love to? 
  
We Know We Live In The Lord And He Lives In Us When: 
WE DEMONSTRATE SACRIFICIAL LOVE TO OTHERS 



● “We know what real love is because Jesus gave up His life for us. So we also ought to 
give up our lives for our brothers and sisters.” (1 John 3:16) 

● Loving sacrificially requires putting others needs before our desires. 
● “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to 

lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.” (1 John 3:16) 
● “There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:13) 
● Real love is a denial of one’s self for the benefit of others. 
● “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still 

sinners.” (Romans 5:8) 
● “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 

now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for 
me.” (Galatians 2:20) 

● While we may never have to give our life for someone, Sacrificial Love means we 
are willing to do whatever God asks or requires of us. 

● What are some ways I can demonstrate sacrificial love to others around me? 
  
We Know We Live In The Lord And He Lives In Us When: 
WE DEMONSTRATE TANGIBLE LOVE TO OTHERS 

● “If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but 
shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person? Dear children, let’s not 
merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.” (1 John 
3:17-18)  

● Love is something we do; it is an action, not a feeling. 
● “Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” (Romans 12:13) 
● The Bible tells us that when we “love materially” we are providing for ourselves a 

treasure in heaven that will last for eternity. 
● Jesus - “Your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions 

and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in 
heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Luke 12:32-34) 

● It is not enough to just love someone verbally. We must SHOW them we love 
them. 

● Any expression of love that fails in this area of meeting the needs of brothers and 
sister in distress when you have the ability to do so is an empty and useless love 
(James 2:15-17). 

● What are some ways that I can tangibly demonstrate love to others? 
  

We Know We Live In The Lord And He Lives In Us When: 
WE DEMONSTRATE CONTINUAL LOVE TO OTHERS (1 John 3:21-24) 

● “We will receive from Him whatever we ask because we obey Him and do the things that 
please Him. And this is His commandment: We must believe in the name of His Son, 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.” (1 John 3:22-23) 



● “Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds them all together in perfect unity.” (Colossians 3:13-15) 

● Real Christians never stop demonstrating love for God and others. 
● Jesus - “By this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” (John 13:35) 
● What’s keeping me from loving others continually? 

  
● “Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with Him, and He with 

them. And we know He lives in us because the Spirit He gave us lives in us.” (1 John 
3:24) 

● Real love cannot be expressed or experienced outside of God because “God is 
love.” 

● “And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love 
lives in God, and God in them.” (1 John 4:16) 

● To be able to express real love we must first have a relationship with Jesus Christ 
(1 John 3:23-24). 

● What is the Lord primarily communicating to me through this message? 
 
Dig Deeper: Further Resources For Continued Study 
“Love Your Neighbor” article by Charles Premkumar Click to read on rzim.org 
Forgiveness Discussion with Pastors Dennis Watson and Manley Miller Click to View on Right 
Now Media 
Love Does: Video Study with Bob Goff Click to View on Right Now Media 
(For free access to Right Now Media, text “rightnow cel” to 41411) 

https://www.rzim.org/read/a-slice-of-infinity/the-art-of-dil-logic
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/VideoElement/425154
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/VideoElement/425154
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/408498

