
 
REAL CHRISTIANS . . . LOVE LOUDLY 

1 John 4:7-12 
 
Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is 
a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. 9 God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son into the world so 
that we might have eternal life through Him. 10 This is real love - not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God 
loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. 12 No one has ever seen God. But if we 
love each other, God lives in us, and His love is brought to full expression in us. 
 

● Why is it so difficult to love some people, much less everyone? 
● The Apostle John in his letter (1 John) is constantly communicating that 

Christians are to love other people selflessly and sacrificially. 
● When we love others selflessly and sacrificially we are demonstrating: 1) God’s 

purposes through our lives (1 John 2:7-11), and 2) God’s passion through our 
lives (1 John 3:10-14). 

● John also communicates to us that when we love others supernaturally we are 
demonstrating God’s presence in our lives (1 John 4:7-12). 

● “If we love each other, God lives in us, and His love has been brought to full expression 
through us.” (1 John 4:12) 

● We know that it is humanly impossible to love some people, so we have to learn 
how to love people supernaturally. 

● How is it possible to love others like the Lord wants us to love them? 
 
We Can Love Others Supernaturally Because Of: 
WHO GOD IS TO US (1 John 4:7-8) 
    We Can Love Others Supernaturally Because: 

● WE HAVE A LOVING FATHER 
○ “Let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God.” (1 John 4:7)  

                 We discover from our text that: 
○ God is Love's Source (1 John 4:7a) 



■ “Love comes from God.” (1 John 4:7 NLT) 
■ The three basic words for love in the Greek language are: 1) 

“Storge” - a general kind of love, 2) "Phileo" - a friendship kind of 
love, and 3) "Eros" - a physical, romantic kind of love 

■ Christians added the word "Agape” for love which is a supernatural, 
selfless and sacrificial kind of love. 

■ “Agape love” seeks the highest good for every person involved, and 
it always originates with God. 

○ Love is God's Substance 
■ “God is love.” (1 John 4:8) 
■ Love is one of God's preeminent attributes, and all His activity is 

loving activity. 
■ No matter how we’ve fallen or failed, the Lord still loves us in an 

incredible, unbelievable way. 
■ The Lord – “I have loved you with an everlasting love . . .” (Jeremiah 31:3) 

● WE ARE MEMBERS OF GOD’S FAMILY (1 John 4:7-8) 
○ “Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God.” (1 John 4:7) 
○ God is not the father of every person. 
○ Jesus to the Pharisees – “You are the children of your father, the Devil.” (John 

8:44) 
○ God becomes our “Father” by salvation rather than creation (John 1:11-13). 
○ “You are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)  
○ As God’s children we receive the capacity to love others in a supernatural 

way. 
○ “Since God chose you to be the holy people He loves, you must clothe 

yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who 
offends you. . . . Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all 
together in perfect harmony.” (Colossians 3:12-14) 

● How should having God as my “Father” and being a member of His family change 
the way that I perceive and love people? 

 
We Can Love Others Supernaturally Because Of: 
WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US (1 John 4:9-10) 
      John Alerts Us To The Great: 

●  PICTURE OF GOD’S LOVE 
○ “God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son into the 

world . This is real love - not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins..” (1 John 4:9-10) 

○ To prove that He loves us unconditionally and sacrificially, God sent His 
Son to show us God’s love and to pay the penalty for our sins. 

○ “Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but He died for 
sinners to bring you safely home to God.“ (1 Peter 3:18)  



○ The cross of Calvary is a picture of the love of God in all its splendor and 
sacrifice. 

○ “God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were 
still sinners.” (Romans 5:8) 

● PURPOSE OF GOD’S LOVE (1 John 4:10) 
○ “God showed how much He loved us by sending his only Son into the world so 

that we might have eternal life through Him.” (1 John 4:9) 
○ On the cross Jesus "satisfied" the demands of God's law making it 

possible for us to be forgiven and become members of the family of God. 
○ “You were dead because of your sins . . . Then God made you alive with Christ, 

for He forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of the charges against us and 
took it away by nailing it to the cross. In this way, He disarmed the spiritual rulers 
and authorities. He shamed them publicly by His victory over them on the cross.” 
(Colossians 2:13-15) 

○ Jesus' death on the cross conquered the power of sin, Satan and death so 
that we and many others could have abundant life on earth and eternal life 
in heaven. 

● “Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, 
‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Each of you must repent of your sins and 
turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins.’” (Acts 2:37-38) 

● Out of our love for the Lord and what He’s done for us, we should want to dedicate 
our lives to Him and take the step of baptism by immersion. 

We Can Love Others Supernaturally Because Of: 
WHAT GOD IS DOING THROUGH US (1 John 4:11-12) 

●  “Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. No 
one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and His love is 
brought to full expression in us.” (1 John 4:11-12)  

     God's Demonstration Of Love Is Not Finished Because He Is: 
● LIVING IN US 

○ “If we love each other, God lives in us . . .” (1 John 4:12a) 
○ God lives inside of every Christian through the person of the Holy Spirit 

(John 14:16-17, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 
● LOVING THROUGH US 

○ “God lives in us and His love has been brought to full expression through us.” (1 
John 4:12) 

○ As a result of God living in us we have the power to live above sin, perform 
good works, serve God and show love to all others. 

○ What are some ways that we can demonstrate God’s supernatural love to 
others? 



○ We can demonstrate our love for others by: 1) Fellowshipping with them 
(Romans 12:10), 2) Encouraging them (1 Corinthians 13:4), 3) Serving them 
(Galatians 5:13) and 4) Forgiving them (1 Corinthians 13:5). 

○ “Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does 
not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being 
wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins 
out. Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures 
through every circumstance.” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)  

○ “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; 
for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot 
see?” (1 John 4:20-21) 

○ We also show our love for others by Sharing God’s Truth with them. 
■ “Love should always make us tell the truth.” (Ephesians 4:15 CEV) 
■ “The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) 
● Who are some people or groups of people I need to be showing and sharing the 

Lord’s love with? 
 

● Every significant leader in the 1st century Church exhorted God’s people to love 
others with the “agape love” of God. 

● Jesus - “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are My disciples.” 
(John 13:35) 

● Peter - “Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers 
a multitude of sins.” (1 Peter 4:8) 

● Paul - “May the Lord make your love for one another and for all people grow and 
overflow,” (1 Thessalonians 3:12) 

● John - “We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought 
to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters. If someone has enough money to live well 
and sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion - how can God’s love be in 
that person? Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the 
truth by our actions.” (1 John 3:16-18) 

● What is the Lord saying to me through this message? 
 
Dig Deeper: Further Resources For Continued Study 
God’s Love: How the Infinite God Cares for His Children Book by R.C. Sproul - Click here to 
purchase on Amazon 
Tough Love Video Discussion with Pastors Dennis Watson and Manley Miller - Click here to 
view on Right Now Media 
Love Does Video Teaching with Bob Goff - Click here to view on Right Now Media 
(For free access to Right Now Media, text “rightnow cel” to 41411) 

https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Love-Infinite-Children-Theology-ebook/dp/B008VBPXDO/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=God%27s+Love+R.C.+Sproul&qid=1597075109&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Love-Infinite-Children-Theology-ebook/dp/B008VBPXDO/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=God%27s+Love+R.C.+Sproul&qid=1597075109&sr=8-1
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Training/Post/View/439002
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Training/Post/View/439002
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Search?q=Love%20Does

