
 
REAL CHRISTIANS . . . ANTICIPATE JESUS’ RETURN 

1 John 2:28 - 3:3 
 
And now, dear children, remain in fellowship with Christ so that when He returns, you will be full 
of courage and not shrink back from Him in shame. Since we know that Christ is righteous, we 
also know that all who do what is right are God’s children. See how very much our Father loves 
us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! But the people who belong to this world 
don’t recognize that we are God’s children because they don’t know him. Dear friends, we are 
already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. 
But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is. And all who have this 
eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as he is pure. 
 

● The second coming of Jesus Christ is foretold many times in both the Old and 
New Testaments (Job 19:25, Isaiah 9:6-7, Zechariah 14:3-9, Matthew 24:30-44, Acts 
1:9-11, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, Revelation 19:11-13). 

○ Jesus our Savior – “The powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then they shall 
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” (Luke 
21:26-27) 

○ Angels from Heaven - “Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday 
He will return from heaven in the same way you saw Him go!” (Acts 1:11) 

○ Paul the Apostle – “For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven . . .” (1 
Thessalonians 4:16) 

○ John the Apostle – “I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and He that 
sat upon the horse was called Faithful and True . . ., and His name is called the 
Word of God.” (Revelation 19:11, 13) 

● Jesus is coming back to our world to: 1) Rescue and reward His children, 2) Judge 
the inhabitants of the earth, 3) Defeat fully and finally Satan and the forces of evil, 
and 4) Establish His eternal kingdom here on earth. 

● “We should live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God, while 
we look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed.” (Titus 2:12-13) 

● The second coming of Jesus to our world is the only hope there is for our world. 



● “We are already God’s children, but He has not yet shown us what we will be like when 
Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like Him, for we will see Him as He really 
is. And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure . . .” (1 John 3:2-3) 

● What do we need to know about the return of Jesus, and what steps can we take 
to daily live in preparation for His return? 

 
Knowing That Jesus Is Preparing To Return For His People: 
WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE PLAN 

● There are different perspectives regarding the sequence and nature of events 
involved in the return of Jesus and the “end of time” (those different perspectives 
are related to understanding the millennium mentioned in Revelation 20). 

○ Postmillennialists believe the preaching the gospel will usher in a utopian 
age of righteousness, justice and peace on earth that will last for 1000 
years; and after that “millennium” Jesus will return, all the dead will be 
resurrected, a general judgment will take place, followed by eternity. 

○ Premillennialists see this world growing increasingly worse, and they 
believe the end will be marked by the rapture and revelation returns of 
Jesus, which will be separated by the reign of the Antichrist, a time of 
tribulation on earth; and then will come the millennium time of peace. 

○ Amillennialists do not believe in a literal 1000-year earthly reign of Jesus 
following His return to earth, because they believe that the Book of 
Revelation was written in signs and symbols and is not to be taken literally; 
and they view the second coming of Jesus as a single event rather than a 
series of events (i.e. rapture, tribulation, return of Christ, judgments, etc.). 

     The Second Coming Of Jesus Will Be Characterized By The: 
● RETURN OF HUMANKIND’S SAVIOR 

○ “For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, 
with the call of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God “ (1 Thessalonians 
4:16) 

○ The person returning for God’s people will be none other than Jesus, God’s 
Son - so we need to stay close to Him. 

● RESURRECTION OF THE BODIES OF DECEASED CHRISTIANS 
○ “Since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe 

that when Jesus comes, God will bring back with Jesus all the Christians who 
have died. . . . We who are still living when the Lord returns will not rise to meet 
him ahead of those who are in their graves. First, all the Christians who have 
died will rise from their graves.” (1 Thessalonians 4:14-17) 

○ The “spirits and souls” of Christians who pass away before the return of 
Jesus go to Heaven to be with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8). 

○ When Jesus returns the “bodies” of deceased saints will be transformed 
and united with their “souls and spirits.” 



○ “It will happen in a moment, in the blinking of an eye, when the last trumpet is 
blown. For when the trumpet sounds, the Christians who have died will be raised 
with transformed bodies.” (1 Corinthians 15:52) 

● “RAPTURE” OF LIVING CHRISTIANS 
○ “First, all the Christians who have died will rise from their graves. Then, together 

with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air and remain with Him forever.” (1 Thessalonians 
4:16-17) 

○  Jesus is coming back for those in His family, for those who have His same 
nature. 

○ “When the trumpet sounds, the Christians who have died will be raised with 
transformed bodies. And then we who are living will be transformed so that we 
will never die.  For our perishable earthly bodies must be transformed into 
heavenly bodies that will never die.” (1 Corinthians 15:52-53) 

○ That day will be a great day of change and victory for God’s people. 
○ “When this happens—when our perishable earthly bodies have been transformed 

into heavenly bodies that will never die—then at last the Scriptures will come 
true: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, 
where is your sting?’ . . .  How we thank God, who gives us victory over sin and 
death through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (1 Corinthians 15:54-57) 

● REUNION OF ALL THE SAINTS 
○ “Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be 

caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and remain with Him forever.” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

○ When this day occurs we will be reunited with Christian loved ones who’ve 
gone on before us, and we will spend eternity with them and with the Lord. 

 
Knowing That Jesus Is Preparing To Return For His People: 
WE NEED TO STAY PREPARED 

● “Dear children, remain in fellowship with Christ so that when He returns, you will be full 
of courage and not shrink back from Him in shame.” (1 John 2:28) 

    To Prepare For Jesus’ Return We Should Focus On: 
● LIVING GODLY LIVES 

○ “Since we know that Christ is righteous, we also know that all who do what is 
right are God’s children.” (1 John 2:29) 

○ The Lord wants His children to live “righteous lives” so that people will see 
the presence and power of Jesus at work in our lives. 

○ “Give your bodies to God because of all He has done for you. Let them be a 
living and holy sacrifice - the kind He will find acceptable. . . . Don’t copy the 
behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person 
by changing the way you think.” (Romans 12:1-2) 



○ Living godly lives requires: 1) presenting our bodies to the Lord, 2) 
determining to live differently than the rest of the world, and 3) renewing 
our mind on a constant basis. 

○ “You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the Day of the 
Lord...Make every effort to be found spotless, blameless, and at peace with Him.” 
(2 Peter 3:11, 14) 

● ACTING LIKE GOD’S CHILDREN 
○ “See how very much our Father loves us, for He calls us His children, and that is 

what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are 
God’s children because they don’t know Him.” (1 John 3:1) 

○ Children are to take on the good and godly characteristics of their parents, 
so they will experience the best of lives and bring honor to their parents. 

○ “Whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus.” 
(Colossians 3:17) 

● PURSUING CHRISTLIKENESS 
○ “Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but He has not yet shown us what 

we will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like Him, for 
we will see Him as He really is.” (1 John 3:2) 

○ One of our primary purposes in life is to become like Jesus in our attitudes, 
ambitions, actions and relationships (Ephesians 4:13, 15). 

○ “Growing in every way more and more like Christ . . .” (Ephesians 4:15) 
○ The Lord uses His Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16-17), His Spirit (2 Corinthians 

3:17-18) and other Christians (Proverbs 27:17) to make us more like Jesus. 
○ “We know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who 

love God and are called according to His purpose for them. For God knew His 
people in advance, and He chose them to become like His Son.” (Romans 
8:28-29) 

○ Sometimes the Lord uses our struggles and troubles to make us more like 
Jesus (Romans 5:3-4, James 1:2-4). 

● “All who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as He is pure.” (1 
John 3:3) 

 
● “Remain in fellowship with Christ so that when He returns, you will be full of courage, 

and not shrink back from Him in shame.” (1 John 2:28) 
● Some people will be excited when Jesus returns because they will see the Lord 

and go to spend eternity with the Lord. 
● Some people will be embarrassed when Jesus returns, because they haven’t been 

living for the Lord. 
● Some people will be excluded from spending eternity with the Lord. 

○ “Two men will be working together in the field; one will be taken, the other left. 
Two women will be grinding flour at the mill; one will be taken, the other left. So 
you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming.” 
(Matthew 24:40-42) 



●  Jesus – “You must be ready all the time. For the Son of Man will come when least 
expected.” (Matthew 24:44) 

 
Dig Deeper: Further Resources For Continued Study 
Wake Up: What the Bible Says about the Last Days - Video study with Pastor Dennis 
5 Answers from Billy Graham on the End Times - Article by Billy Graham 
How to Read 1, 2, and 3 John - Right Now Media Teaching from the Bible Project 
(For free access to Right Now Media, text “rightnow cel” to 41411) 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/87527727850/2836926489885485
https://billygraham.org/story/5-answers-from-billy-graham-on-the-end-times/
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/VideoElement/230234

