
 
REAL CHRISTIANS . . . LIVE FAITHFUL LIVES 

1 John 2:18-27 
  

● The Apostle John in today’s Scripture passage is referencing “false teachers” 
who were striving to lead Christians astray, and he called them “Antichrists” (1 
John 2:18, 22). 

○ “If someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge the truth about 
Jesus, that person is not from God. Such a person has the spirit of the 
Antichrist...” (1 John 4:3) 

○ “Many deceivers have gone out into the world. They deny that Jesus Christ came 
in a real body. Such a person is a deceiver and an antichrist.” (2 John 1:7) 

● “False teachers” throughout history are men and women who have: 
○ Departed from the Christian Church 

■ “These people left our churches, but they never really belonged with us...” 
(1 John 2:19) 

                        Some people leave the Church: 
■ Physically 

● “Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do...” 
(Hebrews 10:25) 

■ Theologically 
● “Anyone who wanders away from this teaching has no relationship 

with God. But anyone who remains in the teaching of Christ has a 
relationship with both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 1:9) 

■ Morally 
● “Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful immorality.  And 

because of these teachers, the way of truth will be slandered.” (2 
Peter 2:2) 

○ Denied the supremacy of Jesus Christ 
■ “Who is a liar? Anyone who says that Jesus is not the Christ.” (1 John 

2:22) 
■ “Jesus asked, ‘Who do you say I am? Simon Peter answered, ‘You are 

the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’” (Matthew 16:15-16) 



○ Deceived Christians and Non-Christians 
■ “I am writing to warn you of those who want to lead you astray.” (1 John 

2:26) 
■ Cults, New Age teachers and even some “preachers” are leading 

people away from the Word and will of God. 
○ In these challenging times it is imperative that we know how to distinguish 

between “real Christians” and those who are imposters. 
○ How do we know that we and others are “real Christians”? 

  
 
Real Christians Are Focused On: 
WALKING IN GOD’S SPIRIT 

● “But you are not like that (or them), for the Holy One has given you His Spirit . . .” (1 
John 2:20) 

● “You have received the Holy Spirit and He lives in you.” (1 John 2:27) 
      Real Christians Are: 

● INHABITED BY GOD’S SPIRIT AT SALVATION 
○ “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God?” (1 Corinthians 6:19) 
○ “When you believed in Christ, He identified you as His own by giving you the Holy 

Spirit.” (Ephesians 1:13) 
○ God’s Spirit comes into our lives the moment we receive Jesus as our 

Savior. 
○ “We have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the 

same Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:13) 
● EMPOWERED BY GOD’S SPIRIT THROUGH SURRENDER 

○ Jesus – “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.” (Acts 1:8) 
○ Spirit-filled Believers have the power to understand God’s Word and will, 

overcome temptation and the Devil, be bold witnesses, etc. 
● What is the Holy Spirit doing in and through my life? 

  
Real Christians Are Focused On: 
LIVING BY GOD’S TRUTH 

● “I am writing to you not because you don’t know the truth but because you know the 
difference between truth and lies.” (1 John 2:21) 

      Real Christians Know That: 
● JESUS IS THE ONLY WAY TO A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

○ “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in HIM should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

○ Jesus – “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.” (John 14:6) 

○ “There is salvation in no one else (but Jesus)! God has given no other name 
under heaven by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) 



● THE BIBLE IS GOD’S GUIDE AND AUTHORITY FOR LIFE 
○ “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped...” 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

○ “No prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophets themselves or because 
they wanted to prophesy. It was the Holy Spirit who moved the prophets to speak 
from God.” (2 Peter 1:20-21) 

● BELIEVERS ARE TO BE DIFFERENT FROM THE WORLD 
○ “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind.” (Romans 12:2) 
○ “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after 

orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by 
the world.” (James 1:27) 

● ONLY CHRISTIANS WILL SPEND ETERNITY IN HEAVEN 
○ Jesus – “Not all people who sound religious are really godly. They may refer to 

Me as ‘Lord,’ but they still won’t enter the Kingdom of Heaven. The decisive issue 
is whether they obey My Father in Heaven.” (Matthew 7:21) 

● Do I really believe the basic “tenets” of the Christian faith? 
  

Real Christians Are Focused On: 
FELLOWSHIPPING WITH THE LORD 

● “You must remain faithful . . .  If you do, you will remain in fellowship with the Son and 
with the Father.” (1 John 2:24) 

      We Maintain Our Fellowship With The Lord Through: 
● COMMUNICATING WITH HIM 

○ We dialogue with the Lord through prayer, worship and study. 
○ “Communication is the key. You can’t have a relationship with someone you don’t 

communicate with.” (Christian Counselor) 
○ The Lord wants to communicate to us His direction for our lives. 
○ Jesus – “My sheep hear My voice and they follow Me.” (John 10:27) 

● OBEYING HIM 
○ “Those who obey God's word really do love Him. That is the way to know 

whether or not we live in Him.” (1 John 2:4-5) 
 What am I doing to maintain “fellowship with the Lord”? 

  
Real Christians Are Focused On: 
ENJOYING ETERNAL LIFE 

● “We enjoy the eternal life He promised to us.” (1 John 2:25) 
● Eternal life begins for Christians in this life, but then carries on in Heaven 

throughout eternity. 
● We will only know who are “real Christians” when we get to Heaven. 

 



● “You must remain faithful . . . If you do, you will remain in fellowship with the Son and 
with the Father. And in this fellowship we enjoy the eternal life He promised to us.” (1 
John 2:24-25) 

● Since there are so many “false teachers” in our world, we need to: 
○ Stay in the WORD of God (John 17:17, 1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

■ “You must remain faithful to what you have been taught from the 
beginning.” (1 John 2:24) 

○ Stay in the CHURCH of God (Acts 20:28) 
■ “The church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” (1 

Timothy 3:15) 
○ Stay in the SPIRIT of God (1 John 2:20, 27; 2 Corinthians 1:21-22) 

■ Jesus – “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all truth.” 
(John 16:13) 

● What is the Lord saying to me through this message, and how am I to respond? 
 
Dig Deeper: Further Resources For Continued Study 

● Being Filled With The Holy Spirit - Discussion with Pastors Dennis Watson and 
Manley Miller on Right Now Media 

● The Books of 1, 2, and 3 John - Bible Study with Dr. Tony Evans on Right Now Media 
For access to Right Now Media, text “rightnow cel” to 41411 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/VideoElement/427224
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/229858

