
 
REAL CHRISTIANS . . . GROW UP! 

1 John 2:12-17 
  
I am writing to you, my dear children, because your sins have been forgiven because of Jesus. 
13 I am writing to you who are mature because you know Christ, the one who is from the 
beginning. I am writing to you who are young because you have won your battle with Satan.   14 
I have written to you, children, because you have known the Father. I have written to you who 
are mature because you know Christ, the one who is from the beginning. I have written to you 
who are young because you are strong with God's word living in your hearts, and you have won 
your battle with Satan. 15 Stop loving this evil world and all that it offers you, for when you love 
the world, you show that you do not have the love of the Father in you. 16 For the world offers 
only the lust for physical pleasure, the lust for everything we see, and pride in our possessions. 
These are not from the Father. They are from this evil world. 17 And this world is fading away, 
along with everything it craves. But if you do the will of God, you will live forever. 
  

● The Bible teaches that all Christians are supposed to be growing spiritually. 
● “Rather, you must grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18) 
● “Nothing on this earth is standing still. It's either growing or it's dying. No matter if it's a 

tree or a human being.” - Lou Holtz 
● Jesus - “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in Me, and I in 

them, will produce much fruit. For apart from Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) 
● Failure to grow spiritually should be a fate we refuse to accept. 
● “All growth depends upon activity. There is no development physically or intellectually 

without effort, and effort means work.” - Calvin Coolidge 
● What does it take to ‘grow up’ to become all that God has called us to be? 

  
To “Grow Up” Up In The Lord We Must: 
CLIMB TO SPIRITUAL MATURITY (1 John 2:12-14) 

● God’s plan is for every Christian to grow through stages in the Christian life until 
we reach maturity in our relationship with the Lord. 

  Some Christians Are: 



● CHILDREN IN THEIR WALK WITH THE LORD 
○ New Christians experience forgiveness of their sins. 
○ “I am writing to you, my dear children, because your sins have been forgiven 

because of Jesus.” (1 John 2:12) 
○ New Christians experience fellowship with the Lord. 
○ “I have written to you, children, because you have known the Father.” (1 John 

2:14) 
○ “Children” (paideia) refers to a child who wants to obey his/her parents. 
○ Spiritual children struggle with being disruptive, dependent, divisive, 

disobedient and deceivable (1 Corinthians 3:1-3, Ephesians 4:14). 
○ Spiritual children need: 1) Food to eat (Bible study at their level), 2) Nurture 

and care, 3) Ministries to be involved in, and 4) Mentoring by more mature 
Christians - all of which they can receive in LIFE GROUPS. 

● PARENTS IN THEIR WALK WITH THE LORD 
○ Mature Christians know the Lord intimately. 

■ “I have written to you who are mature because you know Christ, the one 
who is from the beginning.” (1 John 2:12, 14) 

○ Mature Christians represent the Lord powerfully. 
■ Good parents are good “role models” for those around them. 

○ Mature Christians reproduce for the Lord frequently. 
■ A person can’t be classified as a parent if they haven’t “reproduced” 

anyone. 
■ Jesus - “My true disciples produce much fruit.” (John 15:8) 

● TEENAGERS IN THEIR WALK WITH THE LORD 
○ The Teenage stage is perhaps the most difficult stage, and it is where many 

Christians get stuck in their maturing. 
○ Paul - “I had to feed you with milk, not with solid food, because you weren’t ready 

for anything stronger. And you still aren’t ready, for you are still controlled by your 
sinful nature.” (1 Corinthians 3:2-3) 

○ Teen Christians have to constantly struggle with the Devil. 
■ “I am writing to you who are young in the faith because you have won 

your battle with the evil one.” (1 John 2:13b) 
○ Overcoming the Devil requires Understanding his Attacks. 

■ The Devil attempts to get us to cave in to the: 1) Trials of life (John 
16:33), and 2) Temptations of Life (1 Corinthians 10:12-13) 

○ Overcoming the Devil requires Using our Artillery. 
■ “I have written to you who are young because you are strong with God's 

word living in your hearts, and you have won your battle with Satan.” (1 
John 2:14b)  

■ Winning the battle with the Devil involves: 1) Learning God’s Word 
(John 8:32, Ephesians 6:17), and 2) Living out God’s Word 
(Revelation 12:11). 



■ When Jesus defeated the Devil in the wilderness He did so by 
quoting Bible passages He had learned (Matthew 4:1-11). 

● What steps do I need to take to grow to be the “true disciple” and “spiritual 
parent” the Lord has called me to be? 

  
To “Grow Up” Up In The Lord We Must: 
CONQUER SPIRITUAL MENACES (1 John 2:15-17) 

● All Christians struggle with an internal foe (the “flesh”), an infernal foe (the Devil), 
and an external foe (the “world”). 

● The “world” is the “invisible, spiritual system” that is opposed to God in our 
world. 

● The “world system” has its own: 1) Ruler (2 Corinthians 4:4, 1 John 5:19), and 2) 
Followers (Luke 16:8, John 8:44). 

● The “world” and the people who promote the “world system” are the enemies of 
God and His family 

● Jesus – “The world would love you if you belonged to it, but you don't. I chose you to 
come out of the world, and so it hates you.” (John 15:19) 

● The “world” has a great attraction for Christians, and must be dealt with and 
overcome at every stage of spiritual growth. 

 Overcoming The “World” Requires Rejecting The: 
● PERSUASIONS OF THE “WORLD 

○ “Stop loving this evil world and all that it offers you, for when you love the world, 
you show that you do not have the love of the Father in you.” (1 John 2:15) 

○ “For the world offers only the lust for physical pleasure, the lust for everything we 
see, and pride in our possessions.” (1 John 2:16) 

○ The “World” wants us to prioritize: 1) Pleasure, 2) Possessions and Power, 
and 3) Pride in our lives. 

○ We all want to experience “pleasure,” but the “world” wants us to make 
“pleasure” or “gratification” a “god” in our life. 

○ It’s not wrong to have “things” in life, but when we desire them more than 
God they become a “god” in our life. 

○ Pride always keeps us from God and brings about our downfall. 
○ The Devil used the same “persuasions” to trap Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:6) 

and tempt Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11). 
● PLAN OF THE “WORLD” 

○ Both the “World” and the Devil want us to become Companions with the 
“World.” 

■ “You adulterers! Don't you realize that friendship with this world makes 
you an enemy of God? I say it again, that if your aim is to enjoy this world, 
you can't be a friend of God.” (James 4:4) 

○ Both the “World” and the Devil want us to become Corrupted by the 
“World.” 



■ “Pure and lasting religion in the sight of God our Father means that we 
must care for orphans and widows in their troubles, and refuse to let the 
world corrupt us.” (James 1:27) 

○ Both the “World” and the Devil want us to become Conformed to the 
“World.” 

■ “Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world.” (Romans 12:2) 
○ Both the “World” and the Devil want us to become Condemned with the 

“World.” 
■ “When we are judged and disciplined by the Lord, we will not be 

condemned with the world.” (1 Corinthians 11:32) 
■ “These are not from the Father. They are from this evil world.  And this 

world is fading away, along with everything it craves. But if you do the will 
of God, you will live forever.” (1 John 2:16-17) 

 
● To “overcome the world" we have to “grow in the Lord,” and the key to growing in 

the Lord is deepening our love for the Lord. 
● “Stop loving this evil world and all that it offers you, for when you love the world, you 

show that you do not have the love of the Father in you.” (1 John 2:15) 
●  Jesus - “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, 

and all your strength.” (Mark 12:30) 
● What or who is keeping me from loving the Lord more than anyone or anything 

else, and keeping me from growing to spiritual maturity? 
 
 
Dig Deeper: Further Resources For Continued Study 

● Right Now Media Resources (For first time access, text rightnow cel to 41411) 
○ How To Read 1, 2, & 3 John - Click Here  
○ Spiritual Growth Discussion with Pastors Dennis Watson and Manley Miller - 

Click Here  
● Celebration Church Spiritual Growth Resource  

○ Faith Foundations Discipleship Course - Click Here 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Training/Post/View/236208
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/VideoElement/427284
http://www.celebrationchurch.org/library

