
FINDING HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 
Job 1:1-22, 42:1-17 

 
● Job was a blessed, godly and generous man (Job 1:1-3, 31:16-20), whose fortune 

and favor was tragically reversed in a short period of time (Job 1:13-19).  
● “Sometimes something useless happens on earth. Bad things happen to good people, 

and good things happen to bad people.” (Ecclesiastes 8:14 NCV) 
● We understand why bad things happen to “bad people,” but it’s hard for us to 

understand when bad things happen to “good people.” 
● What can we learn from Job’s story that will help us make it through difficult times 

and enable us to become better in the end? 
 
We Learn From Job’s Story That: 
DIFFICULT TROUBLES ARE A PART OF EVERY PERSON’S LIFE 

● Job was a good and godly man, but In a short period of time he lost his fortune, 
most of his family, his health and most of his friends (Job 1:13-19, 2:7-8, 19:14). 

● Jesus - “Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows.” (John 16:33) 
     Sometimes We Experience Great Difficulties Because Of: 

● STRUGGLES WITH PEOPLE IN OUR LIVES 
○ “Job’s sons would take turns preparing feasts . . . When these celebrations 

ended Job would offer a burnt offering for each of them. For Job said, ‘Perhaps 
my children have sinned and have cursed God in their hearts.’” (Job 1:4-5) 

○ People close to us sometimes make bad decisions that affect them and us. 
○ “A messenger arrived at Job’s home with this news:  . . . ‘When the Sabeans 

raided us they stole all the animals and killed all the farmhands.’” (Job 1:13-15) 
○ “A third messenger arrived with this news: ‘Three bands of Chaldean raiders 

have stolen your camels and killed your servants.’” (Job 1:17)  
○ Sinful, sinister people cause us lots of trouble in our lives. 
○ “O Lord, rescue me from evil people. Protect me from those who are violent, 

those who plot evil in their hearts and stir up trouble all day long.” (Psalm 
140:1-2) 

● SINFUL PRIDE IN OUR HEARTS 
○ Elihu - “Job, you have added rebellion to your sin; you show no respect, and you 

speak many angry words against God.” (Job 34:36-37) 



○ Elihu - “Do you think it is right for you to claim, ‘I am righteous before God’?” (Job 
35:1-2) 

○ The Lord to Job - “Do you still want to argue with the Almighty? You are God’s 
critic, but do you have the answers?”” (Job 40:2) 

○ While Job was a “righteous man” outwardly, it appears that he was also a 
“self-righteous man” inwardly, struggling with pride in his heart. 

○ “Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18) 
● SATAN’S PRESENCE IN OUR WORLD 

○ Satan to the Lord - “I have been patrolling the earth, watching everything that’s 
going on.” (Job 1:6-7) 

○ The Devil is constantly looking for ways to harm human beings.  
○ “Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, 

looking for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8) 
○ Jesus - “The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy.” (John 10:10)  
○ Although Satan is powerful, he doesn’t have the knowledge or power of 

God, and we can resist and overcome him (1 Peter 5:9). 
● Satan - “You have made Job prosper in everything he does. . . . But reach out and take 

away everything he has, and he will surely curse You to your face!” (Job 1:9-11) 
● Some people think the theme of the Book of Job is, “Why do bad things happen to 

godly people”, but the real question is, “Why are godly people godly?” 
● Job’s great problems were allowed by God (Job 1:11-12, 2:5-6), which reminds us 

that while the Lord doesn’t produce catastrophes He sometimes permits them. 
● Who or what has caused me the most problems and misery in my life? 

 
We Learn From Job’s Story That: 
DISCOURAGEMENTS OFTEN ACCOMPANY LIFE’S TROUBLES 
     Great Difficulties Can Cause Us To Experience: 

● HORRIBLE HARDSHIPS 
○ In a short period of time Job lost his fortune, most of his family, his health 

and most of his friends (Job 1:13-19, 2:7-8, 19:14). 
● FICKLE FRIENDSHIPS 

○ “When three of Job’s friends heard of the tragedy he had suffered, they traveled 
from their homes to comfort and console him. . . . Wailing loudly, they tore their 
robes and threw dust into the air to show their grief.” (Job 2:11-12) 

○ Job’s friends came to console him but they wound up criticizing him 
because they didn’t understand that it “rains on the just and the unjust.” 

○ Sin always causes suffering, but suffering is not always caused by sin. 
○ Jesus never sinned, but He suffered more than any person in history 

(Isaiah 53:1-6). 
● DANGEROUS DISCOURAGEMENT 

○ Job - “I am innocent, but it makes no difference. I despise my life.” (Job 9:21) 
○ Job - “I wish You (God) would hide me in the grave and forget me there until Your 

anger has passed.” (Job 14:13) 



○ We must remember that what we’re experiencing now is not the end, and 
remember that the Lord can turn around every tragedy in our lives. 

○ “We know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who 
love God and are called according to His purpose for them.” (Romans 8:28)  

● FRACTURES IN OUR FAITH 
○ Job - “‘I cry out, ‘Help!’ but no one answers me. I protest, but there is no justice. 

God has plunged my path into darkness. . . . He has uprooted my hope like a 
fallen tree.” (Job 19:7-10) 

○ Job was frustrated by his suffering but also by God’s silence. 
○ Job - “I want to argue my case with God Himself.” (Job 13:3) 
○ The Book of Job helps us understand that some things are unexplainable - 

and that we are to live by “revelation” rather than by “explanation. 
○ The most important thing the Lord is interested in is our faith in Him. 
○ Jesus - “When the Son of Man returns, how many will He find on the earth who 

have faith?” (Luke 18:8) 
○ “It is impossible to please God without faith.” (Hebrews 11:6) 

● What negative consequences have I experienced or negative attitudes have I 
developed as a result of the Covid-19 Pandemic? 

 
We Learn From Job’s Story That: 
DEPENDING ON THE LORD IS THE KEY TO OVERCOMING DIFFICULTIES 

● We overcome our difficulties by maintaining our pursuit of God and faith in Him. 
● “Job’s wife said to him, ‘Are you still trying to maintain your integrity? Curse God and 

die.’ But Job replied, ‘You talk like a foolish woman. Should we accept only good things 
from the hand of God and never anything bad?’” (Job 2:9-10) 

● God sometimes allows adversity into our lives because He’s more interested in 
our “holiness” than He is in our “happiness” (Romans 5:3-4, James 1:2-4).  

● Job - “But He (the Lord) knows where I am going. And when He tests me, I will come out 
as pure as gold.” (Job 23:10) 

● The tragedies of life may be initiated by the devil or by others, but they test us so 
we can see whether we love and follow God because of His blessings or because 
of who He is to us. 

● Job – “I know my Redeemer lives, and He will stand upon the earth at last.” (Job 19:25) 
● Job to the Lord - “I know that You can do anything, and no one can stop You.” (Job 42:2) 
● There are times when we must trust that God is too wise to make mistakes, too 

loving to be unkind, and too powerful to be denied in His purposes. 
● Our faith is strengthened through Bible reading, prayer, worship, testimonies and 

involvement in ministry with other Christians. 
 

● While taking us through tragedy God will: 1) Realign our lives with His purposes 
(Job 42:2), 2) Renew fellowship with us (Job 42:5-8), 3) Rebuke our critics (Job 
42:7-8), and 4) Restore our lives (Job 42:9-10). 



● “When Job prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes. In fact, the Lord gave 
him twice as much as before! . . . The Lord blessed Job in the second half of his life even 
more than in the beginning.” (Job 42:10, 12) 

● We learn from Job’s story that: 
○ Suffering is a reality in life, but not a never-ending reality. 

■ “Weeping may last through the night, but joy comes with the morning,” 
(Psalm 30:5) 

○ Trusting in the Lord during the difficult times is what enables us to grow to 
become mighty men and women of God. 

■ “There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many trials 
for a little while.These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being 
tested as fire tests and purifies gold .  . .” (1 Peter 1:6-7) 

● “Job lived 140 years after that, living to see four generations of his children and 
grandchildren. Then he died, an old man who had lived a long, full life.” (Job 42:16-17) 

● “When you can’t trace God’s hand, you can trust His heart.” (Charles Spurgeon) 
 


