
 
UNITED WE STAND - DIVIDED WE FALL  

Ephesians 2:11-18 
 

● Many believe that our nation is more divided now than at any other point in our 
history - culturally, economically, morally, politically, relationally and socially. 

● When Christians allow worldly divisions to break our spiritual and relational unity, 
we hinder and hurt God’s work in our lives and in our world. 

● “The angel reassured the shepherds. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said. I bring you good news 
that will bring great joy to all people.’” (Luke 2:10-11) 

● “You are all children of God through faith in Jesus. … There is no longer Jew or Gentile, 
slave or free, male and female. You are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26-28) 

● We will never fulfill our potential and transform our world until we are willing to 
fully love, embrace and support people from other backgrounds and ethnicities. 

● What can we as a Church do to bridge the racial and cultural divide that has 
hindered God’s work in our nation and world? 

 
To Bridge Today’s Racial And Cultural Divides We Must: 
REMEMBER WHERE JESUS BROUGHT US FROM 

● “Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called ‘uncircumcised 
heathens’ by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected 
only their bodies and not their hearts. In those days you were living apart from Christ. 
You were excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel, and you did not know 
the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and 
without hope. But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away 
from God, but now you have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ.” 
(Ephesians 2:11-13) 

      We Sometimes Forget: 
● WHERE WE’VE COME FROM SPIRITUALLY 

                  Before we received Salvation from the Lord we were missing out on: 
○ Christ’s Presence In Our Lives - “In those days you were living apart from 

Christ.” (Ephesians 2:12) 



○ Citizenship In God’s Family - “You were excluded from citizenship among the 
people of Israel.” (Ephesians 2:12) 

○ Covenant Promises from the Lord - “You did not know the covenant promises 
God had made to them.” (Ephesians 2:12) 

○ Connection with God - “You lived in this world without God...” (Ephesians 2:12) 
○ Confidence regarding the next life - “You lived in this world . . . without hope.” 

(Ephesians 2:12) 
● WHERE WE’VE COME FROM HISTORICALLY 

○ Even though Christians are “one in Christ Jesus,” we haven’t historically 
treated one another as full brothers and sisters, especially people of color. 

○ Throughout history professing Christians in the U.S. have mistreated 
people of color by: 1) cheating or enslaving them, 2) demeaning or 
disregarding them, 3) under-supporting them and 4) resisting integration 
with them in churches as well as in the rest of society. 

■ Pastors and Churches over the years have resisted speaking against 
issues like blatant and hidden racism, white privilege and judicial 
and systemic inequalities that continue in our day. 

■ “It is appalling that the most segregated hour of Christian America is 11 
o'clock on Sunday morning.” (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, 1963) 

 
To Bridge Today’s Racial And Cultural Divides We Must: 
REFLECT ON WHAT JESUS HAS DONE FOR US 

● “But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, 
but now you have been brought near to Him through the blood of Christ. For Christ 
Himself has brought peace to us.” (Ephesians 2:13-14) 

      Through His Death On The Cross: 
● JESUS HAS BROUGHT PARDON TO OUR LIVES 

○ When we come to faith in Jesus Christ: 1) Our sins are forgiven (Acts 3:19), 
2) We become members of God’s family (John 1:12), 3) We begin to 
experience fulfillment in this life (John 10:10), and 4) We are guaranteed a 
future in Heaven (John 3:16). 

● JESUS HAS BROUGHT PEACE TO OUR LIVES 
○ Jesus - “I am leaving you with a gift - peace of mind and heart. And the peace I 

give is a gift the world cannot give.” (John 14:27) 
○ When we are filled with the Lord’s “peace” we become “peace-makers” 

(Matthew 5:9). 
● JESUS HAS BROUGHT PARTNERSHIP TO OUR LIVES 

○ “He (Christ) united Jews and Gentiles into one people when...on the cross, He 
broke down the wall of hostility that separated us.” (Ephesians 2:14) 

○ 1st century Jews and Gentiles had barriers and hostility between them 
because of their racial, political and theological differences, but Jesus 
brought people together to form a “new and different kind of “people.” 



○ John The Apostle - “After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every 
nation and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne and 
before the Lamb.” (Revelation 7:9) 
 

To Bridge Today’s Racial And Cultural Divides We Must: 
REFOCUS ON WHAT JESUS HAS CALLED US TO BE AND DO 

● “He (Christ) united Jews and Gentiles into one people when...on the cross, He broke 
down the wall of hostility that separated us. He did this by ending the system of law with 
its commandments and regulations. He made peace between Jews and Gentiles by 
creating in Himself one new people from the two groups.” (Ephesians 2:14-15) 

     The Lord Has Called Us To Be United So That: 
● WE CAN SHOW THAT CHRIST’S SPIRIT IS IN OUR LIVES 

○ “Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of His 
death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death.” 
(Ephesians 2:16) 

○ Hostility, racism, classism, division, etc. arise from our sinful nature. 
○ “When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: 

sexual immorality, impurity...hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
selfish ambition, dissension, division...But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of 
fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.” (Galatians 5:19-23) 

○ Someone who is “walking in the Spirit” can’t help but love, affirm, 
appreciate, embrace and stand up for all other Christians. 

● WE CAN SHARE CHRIST’S MESSAGE WITH OUR WORLD 
○ Jesus - “Go and make disciples of all the nations...” (Matthew 28:19) 
○ Jesus - “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 

will be My witnesses, telling people about Me everywhere - in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

● The early Church obeyed Jesus’ command to reachout to and embrace “all 
people” with His message and ministry (Acts 2:9-11, 8:26-27, 13:1). 

 
● What is it going to take for Christians today to put aside our differences and 

become “one new people?” 
○ We need to pray that the Devil and his people (i.e., political leaders, the media, 

etc.) will not cause the Body of Christ to be divided. 
○ We need to intentionally befriend people across cultural and ethnic lines, 

spending time with one another over a meal, in a Small Group, and in our home; 
getting to know one another so we can better love and understand one another. 

○ We need to make it a point to ask people unlike us about their perspectives of the 
economic, political and racial issues that are going on in our world, and listen to 
what they have to say without interrupting them or interjecting what we think. 

○ We need to have a discussion about “privilege and power” in America. 



○ When we speak or post, we need to do so in loving and kind ways, validating 
what others with different perspectives from us are saying, without necessarily 
endorsing what they are saying.  

○ We need to pray and serve the Lord together, deepening our spiritual 
partnerships with people from other cultural or ethnic backgrounds. 

○ We need to educate ourselves about the plight and problems that have been 
experienced by minorities in our nation.  

○ It would be good to watch movies like Selma, 12 Years As A Slave, The Butler, 
13th, Just Mercy, etc with people of color. 

○ We need to speak up when people like us demean people unlike us. 
○ We need to repent of the racism and classism exhibited by ourselves, those 

around us, and those who came before us. 
○ “All must repent of their sins and turn to God - and prove they have changed by 

the good things they do.” (Acts 26:20) 
● Engaging in this process of racial reconciliation and healing will bring struggles, 

tension and disagreements, but if we are committed to being who God has called 
us to be and doing what He’s called us to do, we will seek to make a lot of 
progress in this important arena of our lives and world. 

● “We must all learn to live together as brothers or we will perish together as fools.” (Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.) 

● HEALING THE DIVIDE - A dialogue about race, relations, respect and restoration with 
Pastor Fred Luter (Franklin Avenue Baptist) and Pastor Dennis on the Celebration 
Church Metairie-New Orleans Campus YouTube Channel - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPa6gsDlAyM&t=204s. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPa6gsDlAyM&t=204s

