
REAL CHRISTIANS . . . STAND UP 
1 John 2:3-11 

 
● The world is asking Christians – “Are you real or are you phonies?” 
● 1 John was written to deal with the issue of Real Christianity. 
● “I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 

know you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:13)  
● In 1 John 2:3-11 we find a series of “tests” to help us know if we are "real 

Christians." 
  
Real Christians Are Committed To: 
OBEYING THE WORD OF GOD 

● “How can we be sure that we belong to Him? By obeying His commandments.  If 
someone says, ‘I belong to God,’ but doesn't obey God's commandments, that person is 
a liar and does not live in the truth.  But those who obey God's word really do love Him. 
That is the way to know whether or not we live in Him.” (1 John 2:3-5) 

● "Commandments" refers to the commands, orders, or precepts given to us in the 
Word of God. 

     The Apostle John Reminds Us Of The: 
● REQUIREMENT FOR COMPLYING WITH GOD’S WORD (1 John 2:3-4) 

○ A Real Christian will want to live by the commandments found in the Word 
of God. 

● REASON FOR COMPLYING WITH GOD’S WORD (1 John 2:5) 
○ Our desire to live by God's Word reflects our love for Him. 
○ Jesus – “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” (John 14:15 NASB) 
○ Jesus said that His "real family" comprises those who "hear the Word of 

God and obey it." (Luke 8:19-21). 
● What needs to happen for me to live daily by the Word of God? 

  
Real Christians Are Committed To: 
ACTING LIKE THE SON OF GOD 

● “Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Christ did.” (1 John 2:6) 
      The Apostle John Reminds Us Of The: 

● POSITION OF "REAL CHRISTIANS" 



○ Real Christians "abide" in and with the Lord (John 15:1-5). 
○ Jesus – “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in Him, 

bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5 NKJV) 
○ “I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in Me, and I in them, will 

produce much fruit. For apart from Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) 
● PASSION OF "REAL CHRISTIANS" 

○ Real Christians are habitually and continuously striving to be like Jesus 
(John 13:15). 

○ Jesus - “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done.” 
(John 13:15) 

○ “For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered 
for you. He is your example, and you must follow in His steps.” (1 Peter 2:21) 

○ To “live as Jesus lived” requires Jesus living in and through us in the 
person of the Holy Spirit. 

○ “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20) 

○ “This is the secret, Christ lives in you . . .” (Colossians 1:27) 
● What needs to happen for me to become more like Jesus? 

  
Real Christians Are Committed To: 
LOVING THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

● “I am not writing a new commandment, for it is an old one you have always had, right 
from the beginning. This commandment—to love one another—is the same message 
you heard before.  . . . Anyone who loves other Christians is living in the light and does 
not cause anyone to stumble.” (1 John 2:7, 10) 

● God has always instructed His people to love others (Leviticus 19:18), but Jesus 
brought a new emphasis to this "old commandment" of God (John 13:34-35). 

● Jesus - “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are My disciples.” 
(John 13:35) 

    The Apostle John Reminds Us That God’s Love: 
● WAS PORTRAYED BY JESUS CHRIST (1 John 2:8b) 

○ “This commandment is true in Christ . . .” (1 John 2:8) 
○  Jesus loved everyone including: 1) little children (Matthew 19:14), 2) big 

sinners (Luke 15:2) and even 3) His greatest enemies (Matthew 5:43-48, 
Luke 23:34). 

○ People are longing and waiting for us to love them with the “love of the 
Lord.” 

● SHOULD BE PRACTICED BY ALL CHRISTIANS (1 John 2:8b-11) 
○ “If anyone says, ‘I am living in the light,’ but hates a Christian brother or sister, 

that person is still living in darkness.  Anyone who loves other Christians is living 
in the light and does not cause anyone to stumble.” (1 John 2:9-10) 



○ A person who does not love other people regardless of their ethnicity, 
politics, skin tone or socio-economic status is not a real Christian! 

○ Jesus – “I am giving you a new commandment:  Love each other.  Just as I have 
loved you, you should love each other.  Your love for one another will prove to 
the world that you are My disciples.” (John 13:34-35) 

○ We can show love to all others because of the love we have experienced 
from the Lord. 

○ “God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were 
still sinners.” (Romans 5:8) 

○ “Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through 
Christ has forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:32) 

● What do I need to do to better show the Lord’s love to others? 
 

● What proof do I have that I’m a “Real Christian,” and what steps do I need to take 
to show “real Christianity” to people around me in my world? 

 


