
 
FINDING HOPE IN TIMES OF UNCERTAINTY 

Judges 6:1 – 7:25 
 

● What are my greatest concerns regarding moving forward in my life at this time? 
● We’re going to face “Midianites” (fearsome obstacles and opponents) in our lives, 

and if we’re not prepared for them we will be discouraged and defeated by them. 
● “Midianites” in our day could be concerns about physical health, educational 

uncertainties, emotional/mental stability, financial challenges, political divisions, 
relational issues, vocational uncertainties, etc.  

● “Despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ who loved us.” 
(Romans 8:37) 

● The Lord wants to enable us to overcome our “Midianites” so we can live vibrant 
and victorious lives, rather than discouraged and defeated lives. 

● What does it take to experience victory over our “Midianites” - our biggest 
challenges and concerns in our lives? 

 

Overcoming Our Greatest Challenges Requires: 
CONFRONTING OUR BIGGEST OBSTACLES (Judges 6:11-40) 

● “Then the angel of the LORD came and sat beneath the great tree at Ophrah, which 
belonged to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at 
the bottom of a winepress to hide the grain from the Midianites.” (Judges 6:11) 

● Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress because of his concerns about the 
Midianites, but his problem was his wrong perspectives about God and himself. 

      Confronting Our Great Obstacles Requires: 
● ADDRESSING OUR FALSE PERSPECTIVES 

○ Inaccurate beliefs keep us from pursuing victory over our big challenges. 
○ “Gideon . . . was threshing wheat at the bottom of a winepress to hide the grain 

from the Midianites.” (Judges 6:11) 
○ Feelings of Anxiety can cause us to have false perspectives about 

ourselves, obstacles and opposition. 
○ “The LORD is my light and my salvation - so why should I be afraid? The LORD is 

my fortress, protecting me from danger, so why should I tremble?” (Psalm 27:1) 



○ What fears am I struggling with and what do I need to do to address them? 
○ “The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said, ‘Mighty hero, the LORD is with 

you!’ ‘Sir,’ Gideon replied, ‘if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? 
And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t they say, 
‘The LORD brought us up out of Egypt’? But now the LORD has abandoned us and 
handed us over to the Midianites.’” (Judges 6:12-13) 

○ Feelings of Insecurity cause us to have false perspectives about ourselves 
and our obstacles. 

○ “The LORD turned to him and said, ‘Go with the strength you have, and rescue 
Israel from the Midianites. I am sending you!’ ‘But Lord,’ Gideon replied, ‘how can 
I rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and I am 
the least in my entire family!’” (Judges 6:14-15) 

○ Feelings of Inferiority cause us to have false perspectives about ourselves 
and our obstacles. 

○ “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) 
○ We have more strength and ability than we think we have when we trust in 

God, and He is more interested in our availability than He is in our ability. 
○ What false perspectives do I need to let go of so I can move forward in life? 
○ “The Lord said to him, ‘I will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if 

you were fighting against one man. . . . Gideon realized that it was the angel of 
the LORD, and he cried out, ‘Oh, Sovereign LORD, I’m doomed! I have seen the 
angel of the LORD face to face!’ . . . The LORD replied. ‘Do not be afraid. You will 
not die.’ And Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and named it 
Yahweh-Shalom (which means ‘the LORD is peace’).” (Judges 6:16; 22-24) 

○ The Lord has promised to bless us with His Presence, His Power and His 
Peace when we are trusting in Him and living for Him (Joshua 1:9, 
Ephesians 3:20, John 14:27). 

○ What “promises” from the Lord do I need to cling to at this time in my life?  
● DISMANTLING OUR UNGODLY PRACTICES 

○ “That night the LORD said to Gideon, ‘Take the second bull from your father’s 
herd, the one that is seven years old. Pull down your father’s altar to Baal, and 
cut down the Asherah pole standing beside it.’” (Judges 6:25) 

○ A “god” is anything or anyone that comes before the Lord in our lives. 
○ The Lord – “You shall have no other ‘gods’ but Me.” (Exodus 20:3) 
○ A lot of people have bowed to the “gods” of hedonism, humanism, 

materialism and success-ism, and when we have those “gods” in our lives 
we’re always afraid we’re going to lose them or miss out on life’s best. 

○ Jesus - “If you love your father or mother more than you love Me, you are not 
worthy of being Mine; or if you love your son or daughter more than Me, you are 
not worthy of being Mine. If you refuse to take up your cross and follow Me, you 
are not worthy of being Mine. If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you 
give up your life for Me, you will find it.” (Matthew 10:37-39) 

○ What “idols” do I need to get rid of so I can go forward with the Lord? 



○ Jesus - “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and He 
will give you everything you need.” (Matthew 6:33) 

 
Overcoming Our Greatest Challenges Requires: 
CONQUERING OUR BIGGEST OPPONENTS (Judges 7:1-25) 

● Who or what are the “Midianites” in our day? 
● Our “Midianites” could be: 1) the Devil (1 Peter 5:8), 2) Devilish People (Ephesians 

6:10-12), 3) the World System (1 John 5:19), or 4) our Sinful Nature (Romans 8:5-6). 
● “Midianites” in our day could also be concerns about physical health, educational 

uncertainties, emotional/mental stability, financial challenges, political divisions, 
relational issues, vocational uncertainties, etc.  

● “We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.” (Romans 8:37 NIV) 
     Conquering Our Foes Requires: 

● HEARING FROM THE LORD (Joshua 7:2-6) 
○ “The Lord said to Gideon . . .” (Judges 7:2) 
○ The Lord speaks to us as we: 1) Study His Word (Psalm 119:103-105), 2) 

Listen to His Spirit (Acts 13:2), 3) Consult with His People (Proverbs 15:22), 
4) Learn from our Circumstances (Revelation 3:7-8), and 5) through Dreams 
and Visions (Joel 2:28-32). 

○ Jesus - “My sheep hear My voice . . . and they follow Me.” (John 10:27) 
● OBEYING GOD’S DIRECTIVES 

○ “The LORD told Gideon, ‘With these 300 men I will rescue you and give you victory 
over the Midianites. Send all the others home.’ So Gideon collected the 
provisions and rams’ horns of the other warriors and sent them home. But he 
kept the 300 men with him.” (Judges 7:7-8) 

○ Obedience to the Lord is always the key to victory in our lives. 
○ The Lord - “Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night 

so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and 
succeed in all you do.” (Joshua 1:8) 

○ We must be willing to obey the Lord in the “little things” as well as in “big 
ways” if we are to experience continual victory in our lives (Judges 7:8-14). 

○ Sometimes God will clarify His will for us through others (Judges 7:13-14). 
● ACTING IN FAITH 

○ “When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed in worship 
before the LORD Then he returned to the Israelite camp and shouted, ‘Get up! For 
the LORD has given you victory over the Midianite hordes!’” (Judges 7:15-16) 

○ 135,000 Midianites were defeated by Gideon and his army of 300 faith-filled 
men (Judges 7:17-25, 8:10) because they lived by faith rather than by fear. 

○ “It would take too long to recount the stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets. By faith these people 
overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had promised 
them. . . . Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle 
and put whole armies to flight.” (Hebrews 11:32-34). 



○ “Every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through 
our faith.” (1 John 5:4) 

● What steps do I need to take in my life so that I can better hear from the Lord, 
obey His directives, and act in faith? 

 
● The Lord wants to bring us victory over seemingly insurmountable obstacles and 

opposition, but that’s going to require confronting our false perspectives and 
failures and hearing from the Lord, obeying His directives, and acting in faith. 

● “Then the Spirit of the Lord clothed Gideon with power.” (Judges 6:34) 
● When we’re living daily in the Holy Spirit’s power we can be a “Gideon” in our day. 
● “You have already won a victory over those people, because the Spirit who lives in you 

is greater than the spirit who lives in the world.” (1 John 4:4) 
● What is the Lord saying to me through today’s message? 


