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Feb 2-8  

 
 
 
Bible Story: Anyone can follow Jesus. Matthew (Tax Collector) • Matthew 9:9-10 
 
Activity # 1 Paper Chain  
 
What You Need: 5 different colors of construction paper (1 piece of each color), 
scissors, and glue sticks 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Cut all of the paper into five-by-one-inch strips.  
 
During the Activity: Lay the strips of paper on a table or the floor in the activity area. 
Help the children work together to make a paper chain. Make the chain by looping the 
strips around each other until they are entwined circles. Secure the ends with the glue 
sticks. Challenge the children to make the chain as long as they can.  
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “Let’s work together. We need EVERYONE to help.”  
 
During the Activity: “We are going to make a paper chain. You make the chain by 
looping the strips of paper together like this (demonstrate) and then gluing the ends. 
Let’s all work together and make a super-duper long chain!” (Do activity.) 
 
After the Activity: “WOW! What a long chain! I love it when we work together with 
everyone. Today we are going to talk about something that ANYONE and EVERYONE 
can do! I am so excited for our Bible story today!”  
 
Transition: Move to Worship and Story by playing “Follow the Leader.” Have the leader 
say, “Follow me!” 
 
Bible Story  
 
What You Need: Bible 
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STORYTELLER: ““I can’t wait to tell you the TRUE story from the Bible I have today! 
 
“We have been talking a lot about someone VERY special. Can anyone tell me who the 
VERY special person is that we’ve been talking about? (Pause for response.)  
 
“Yes! Jesus! Jesus is special because Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus came to tell us about 
how much God loves us and to show us how to live God’s way. That’s why we should 
follow Jesus. Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus!”  
 
LEADER: “You got it! 
 
“Now, last time I told you a story about how Jesus told some fishermen to leave their 
nets and follow Him. They followed Jesus. That means fishermen can follow Jesus. 
 
“Well, there was another time when Jesus was walking through town and He passed a 
man named Matthew. Matthew was a tax collector for his job. Tax collectors would go to 
people and take money from them to help pay for things in the city. Most of them time, 
tax collectors took too much money and kept it for themselves. That’s why no one liked 
tax collectors. 
 
“But remember, Jesus is VERY special and He loves everyone. So, Jesus went up to 
Matthew, just like He did with the fishermen, and He said, ‘Follow Me.’ 
 
“How amazing is the that? Jesus wanted Matthew to follow Him just like He did the 
fishermen! So now we know fishermen can follow Jesus. 
 
“And tax collectors can follow Jesus. 
 
“But guess what! (Pause.) ANYONE can follow Jesus! Doctors can follow Jesus. 
 
“Grandmas can follow Jesus. 
 
“Firefighters can follow Jesus. 
 
“Teachers can follow Jesus. 
 

2 
 
©2018 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com: Adapted by (Tambra Eagan/Celebration 
Church/July 2018).  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thinkorange.com/


 
 

“Tall people can follow Jesus. Short people can follow Jesus. Sick people, silly people, 
ALL the people can follow Jesus! Every person in the whole world can follow Jesus! 
That means you and me too! So tell me: Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus!” 
 
LEADER: “You got it! That’s the truth, friends. You better believe it! Let’s close our eyes 
and pray now.” 
 
Prayer 
LEADER: “Dear God, I am so thankful that everyone can follow Jesus. Thank You for 
loving us all, no matter what. I pray that each person in this room will choose to follow 
Jesus and love people the way You do. You are amazing, God! We love You. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.” 
 
Activity # 2 . Follow, Follow, Follow Me! 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  
During the Activity: Gather the children to sit in a circle in an open area of the room. 
Explain that you will play the game “Duck, Duck, Goose” but with different words. 
Instead of saying, “Duck, duck, duck,” etc., the leader will say, “Follow, follow, follow 
ME!” When someone says, “ME!” the child who was tapped must get up and follow the 
leader around the circle. The child who was the leader will sit down in the open spot and 
the child who was tapped is the new leader. Repeat until everyone has a chance to be 
the leader. 
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “Everyone come over here with me!” 
 
During the Activity: “Let’s all join hands to form a circle. (Pause as children grab hands.) 
Great! Now that we’re in a circle, drop hands and sit down right where you are. Good 
job!  
 
“Today, we’re going to play the game ‘Duck, Duck, Goose’ but with different words. Let 
me show you what I mean. The person that is the leader will walk around the circle, 
tapping friend’s heads. Instead of saying, ‘Duck,’ I want you to say, ‘Follow, follow, 
follow’ (tap heads as you say these words), and then say, ‘ME!’ If you’re tapped on the 
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‘me,’ I want you to get up and follow the leader all the way around the circle until the 
leader sits down. Then it will be your turn to be the leader and pick a new friend. Are 
you ready? (Pause.) Let’s go!” (Let the last child you tapped be the first leader.) 
 
After the Activity: “Whew! That was super fun. In this game, we followed each other. But 
who can we always follow? Yes! [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus. That’s right! 
ANYONE can follow Jesus. Remember this week that Jesus wants to be your friend 
forever and that [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus.” 
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