
Kids’ Slot – July 14-20, 2019 

 

Faithfully (Peter Gets Out of Prison) 
 

OVERVIEW:  Faithfully (Peter Gets Out of Prison) • Be faithful so 
others can count on you. 
 
PREPARATION: Memory Verse Written on Slips of Paper: prepared 
paper chains, tape, Cards, markers, Bibles 

 
  
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Acts 12:1-19 
 
ICEBREAKER: What is your favorite type of snowball? 
 
READ: Faithfully (Peter Gets Out of Prison 
 
LIFE APPLICATION:    
 

1. Read Acts 12:1-19 
2. What does it mean to be faithful? 
3. How can you be someone others can count on? 
4. Who are the people that usually think they can count on you? 
5. What distracts us from doing what we say we will do? 
6. How can we be faithful to God? 
7. How does being faithful to God help us show faithfulness to 

others? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hi, everyone! I’m pretty excited about today’s Bible story. Our story 
comes from the book of Acts. (Hold up Bible.) 
 
“Let me set the scene for you. This happened just after Jesus was 
crucified, died, rose from the dead, appeared to His friends, and 
finally ascended into heaven. But that didn’t mean His friends and 
followers were left alone. After Jesus ascended, God sent His Holy 
Spirit to live in His followers. The Spirit helped the disciples power up 
and carry out their big mission of telling the world about Jesus. Sure 
enough, tons of people began believing in Jesus, and the church 
grew every day! 
 
“Of course, not everyone was happy about this. The religious leaders  
were mad! They tried to put an end to this huge movement, . . .but  

 
these new believers just couldn’t stop talking about Jesus—the 
told everyone they could! 
 
“Even people who weren’t from a Jewish background started 
following Jesus. The religious leaders needed to figure out how to 
stop this thing before it got totally out of control! They decided it was 
a good idea to get the king involved. After all, the king made the laws, 
the king ruled the land, and the king wasn’t really a fan of Jesus 
anyway. Let’s welcome . . . King Herod! 
 
“The religious leaders talked to King Herod about this whole situation 
and encouraged him to make trouble for these new believers. Herod 
agreed. He started arresting people who followed Jesus. He even 
had one of them killed. Yikes! 
 
“King Herod must have been pretty pleased with what was going on, 
because these decisions he was making were looking good to some 
of the religious leaders. The leaders were making him more powerful!  
 
“Then, instead of just sitting back, Herod decided to go for the 
biggest, splashiest arrest he could get—arresting Peter. The guards 
captured Peter and threw him in a cell! 
 
“Now, Herod knew that strange things happened when you tried to do 

Faithfully (Peter Gets Out of Prison) 
 

Memory Verse: Philippians 1:6 
 “God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it 

on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. 



anything with these Jesus believers. People miraculously escaped. 
People disappeared in the blink of an eye. These Jesus followers were 
tricky melons for sure! 
 
“To stop those kind of shenanigans, Herod placed four groups of four 
guards each to guard Peter in his cell.” 
 
“Herod planned to put Peter on trial—publicly—and make a mockery 
out of this whole Jesus movement. Just to make things extra secure, 
he chained two guards to Peter during the night! Even though Peter 
was chained up in prison, he wasn’t forgotten—not by God, and not by 
his friends! 
 
A short distance away, the Jesus-followers gathered in the home of 
Mary, who was the mother of John Mark. They all began to pray really 
hard for Peter. They were faithful in believing that God would come 
through and rescue Peter. 
 
The night before the trial, something amazing happened. Peter was 
sleeping on the floor of the cell, still chained to the guards. All of a 
sudden there was a really bright light. It was an angel of the Lord! 
 
 
The angel struck Peter to wake him up. Peter woke up. 
 
The angel said, ‘Quick! . . . Get up!’ (Acts 12:7 NIrV) And the chains 
that held Peter to the two guards miraculously fell off! Somehow, the 
guards didn’t wake up or see anything. The angel told Peter to get his 
coat and sandals, so Peter did. Then the angel led Peter out of the jail.  
 
Peter really didn’t know what was happening. He thought it was a 
vision or a dream. They walked right past the guards, and no one 
noticed a thing. The city gates opened by themselves to let Peter and 
the angel through, and after they traveled a few streets, the angel 
disappeared.” 
 
Peter blinked several times. He finally began to realize what had 
happened. He said this. 
 
Open the Bible to Acts 12:11 (NIrV) and read. 
 

“Now I know for sure that the Lord has sent his angel. He set me free 
from Herod’s power. Peter ran—er, rolled—as fast as he could to 
where everyone had gathered to pray. He arrived at the house and 
banged on the door. 
 
“A servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. She recognized 

Peter’s voice, and she 
ran to tell  

the others he was at the door. The others didn’t believe her, but she 
kept telling them it was 
true. They  

figured Peter must have died and it was his angel at the door. So 
Peter kept knocking. 

 
“When they opened the door and saw him, they were amazed! Peter 
told them the whole story. He explained how God had brought him 
out of prison. They all laughed and shouted and praised God! 
 
“While all of this was going on, I’ll bet you’re wondering what was 
happening back at the empty cell. In the morning, the guards found 
the cell empty and the gate open. They were totally bewildered about 
what had happened. 
 
“King Herod was enraged! (Speaking as Herod) “Guards! What 
happened? Doesn’t anyone know? (Pause.) No?! Well, then, you 
shall all be put to death! (Regular voice) Ouch—that’s intense! 
 
 “There are so many great examples of faithfulness in this story. The 
believers were faithful to share the news about Jesus. They faithfully 
prayed to God when they heard Peter was in trouble. Of course, God 
was faithful to Peter by rescuing him from jail. And the good news 
about Jesus continued to spread! 
 
“God is faithful 100 percent of the time. We know beyond the shadow 
of a watermelon that He will always be with us. We know for sure that 
He hears us when we pray. We’ve seen how faithful He is, so our 
faith in Him should be through the roof!  
 
“And because of that, we can choose to be faithful, too. We can 
actually do what we say we’re going to do. We can keep our 
promises. We can tell the truth. We can be great friends and sons 



and daughters and brothers and sisters. How? By following God’s 
example of faithfulness.   
 
“Listen when someone talks. If you borrow something, take care of it. 
If someone tells you a secret, keep it. Tell the truth. Ask God to help 
you so you can be someone other people can count on. 
 
“Let’s talk to God about that now.” 
 
 
Pray 
 “God, You are so faithful. You heard the prayers of Peter’s friends, 
and You got Peter out of jail! We know that You hear our prayers, too. 

Please help us to be faithful in all that we do—in our words and in our 
actions. Help us be the kinds of people that others can count on. We 
love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Verse to Take with You  
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the 
process of drawing, building, and designing 

 
What You Need: Cards, markers, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

 Give kids a card and a marker. 

 Instruct kids to draw a shape on the card, e.g. a circle, 
square, etc.  

 Collect the cards.  

 Shuffle the cards. 

 Allow kids to pick a card. 

 Instruct kids to use the shape on the card to finish the 
picture. Encourage them to be creative. 

 Wait until everyone has completed their drawing and allow 
kids time to share the shape they started with and the 
picture they completed. 

 Read the memory verse, Philippians 1:6. 

 Explain just like everyone started with a shape and 
transformed the shape into creative pictures, God is doing 
the work of transforming us into the character of Jesus. God 
has a plan for each of us, and He will help us until it is 
completed.  

 Ask: 
o What are some ways we can be like Jesus?  
o How can we be someone people can count on?  
o What does it look like for us to faithfully work to show 

Jesus to others?  
o What does this verse mean to you, in your own 

words? 
 
 

 

Chain Relay 
 
What You Need: Memory Verse Written on Slips of Paper: “God 
began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until 
it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. 
Philippians 1:6, NIrV; prepared paper chains, tape 

 
What You Do: 

 Divide kids into two teams, and give each team a paper 
chain to put on their wrists. Write the memory verse on 
strips of paper 

 Kids will relay to get the phrases. They have to keep their 
hands in their chain the entire time. It’s up to them as to how 
they want to grab the phrase and get it back to their team. 

 When a kid returns with a phrase, the other kids take the 
chain off him and put it on the next kid. If the chain tears, 
they can use tape to repair it. 

 The goal isn’t to beat the other team. It’s for both teams to 
get the entire verse put in order. 

 
What You Say: 
“It was tricky to do this relay while you were in chains, wasn’t it? 
And it was probably also VERY frustrating. It was probably 
frustrating for Peter to be in prison, too, but he was able to stay 
faithful to God during that time. He knew that the good work God 
started in him would one day be carried out to completion, just like 
our verse says. He was faithful, and God wants us to be faithful too. 
[Bottom Line] Be faithful so others can count on you.” 

 


