
Kids’ Slot – July 21-28, 2019 

 

Jesus and the Little Children 

 
OVERVIEW:  This One’s for the Children (Jesus and the Little 
Children) • God can give you the strength to be gentle. 
 
PREPARATION: Bottles of bubbles, masking tape 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Mark 10:13-16 (supporting: Mark 9:36-37) 
 
ICEBREAKER: What is the best thing that happened to you this 
week? 
 
READ: Jesus and the Little Children 
 
LIFE APPLICATION:    
 

1. Read Mark 10:13-16 
2. Why is it sometimes hard to be gentle?  
3. What does it mean to be gentle with your words? How can 

gentle words encourage others? 
4. What does it mean to be gentle with your actions? How can 

gentle actions show God’s love to others? 
5. Explain how being gentle can be a sign of strength. Why does 

it sometimes seem like being gentle is a weak thing to be? 
6. What can you do when you’re tempted to not be gentle? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Bible is full of amazing stories of men and women doing heroic 
things and of God fulfilling promises that were thousands of years in 
the making. I think it’s especially cool to read stories about Jesus—to 
see how He lived, read what He said, and learn what kinds of things 
are important to Him. 
 
Today’s Bible story is a great example of that, and it’s cool because 
it’s about kids who were probably around your age! 
 
Now, there’s something you should know about Jesus. He had a 
habit of hanging out with people others thought were unimportant or 
different—like super-sick people, people with bad reputations, and tax 
collectors. Jesus loved these people! He didn’t turn His back on them 
like others did. 
 
And I’m sad to say, but back in Bible times, kids were looked at kind 
of the same way. Kids were often thought of as just being in the way, 
and—well—not important. 
 
But Jesus didn’t see it that way. Mark wrote about a moment when 
Jesus was talking with His disciples. They had been arguing about 
which one of them was the most important person. We can read 
about it in the book of Mark. Jesus said: “Anyone who wants to be 
first must be the very last” (Mark 9:35 NIrV). To help explain His 
point, He picked up a little child and had the child stand among them. 
He said this. 
 
Open the Bible to Mark 9:37 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name 
welcomes me.” 
 
It’s pretty clear that Jesus thinks EVERYONE is important—even sick 
people, even tax collectors, even kids just like you! Jesus thinks ALL 
of us are important. And He was about to prove it even further. I’ve 
got some more pictures of you that I’ll use to help tell the story. You 
never know what might show up on the screen! Let’s fast-forward a 
bit in our story to another time when people were bringing their 
children to Jesus. They were hoping He would put His hands on them 

Jesus and the Little Children 

 

 

Memory Verse: Philippians 1:6 
 “God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it 
on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. 



and bless them. 
 
Now, you have to understand, the crowds that hung around Jesus 
were pretty big to begin with. People were just trying to get near Him—
hoping to hear something He would say, straining to glimpse His face, 
hoping that He might be willing to heal them. Now throw lots of kids in 
the mix. 
 
Some were crying because they didn’t want to be there. Some were 
whining because they were hungry. And some were complaining that 
their stone tablet wasn’t connecting to the temple’s Wi-Fi. (Pause.) 
Just kidding about that one. 
 
Now let me ask you something. Have you ever played ‘Capture the 
Flag’? In that game, players from one team are trying to go to the 
other team’s side, grab a flag, and run back to their base without 
getting tagged. A great strategy for that game is to have a few people 
guarding the flag so they can tag and keep out any potential invaders. 
 
Well, that was sort of what went on that day with Jesus and His 
disciples. The disciples were acting a lot like guards protecting the 
flag. 
 
When the disciples saw that people were bringing their kids to see 
Jesus, they told them to stop. They figured Jesus was too important to 
be bothered with a bunch of kids. 
 
 After all, people didn’t think kids were as important as adults, right? 
The disciples probably thought Jesus had better things to do than 
spend His valuable time with children. When Jesus saw what the 
disciples were doing, He actually got angry—but not in a mean way. 
Instead of reacting harshly to the kids, Jesus was incredibly gentle. 
Listen to what He said to the disciples. 
 
Open the Bible to Mark 10:14 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Let the little children come to me. Don’t keep them away. God’s 
kingdom belongs to people like them.” 
 
I’m guessing the disciples were thinking, ‘Wait a minute, Jesus. 
People like THEM? They’re just . . . kids.’ 
 

“Jesus went on. 
 
Open the Bible to Mark 10:15 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“What I’m about to tell you is true. Anyone who will not receive God’s 
kingdom like a little child will never enter it.” 

 
Jesus was saying that there’s something very special about the way a 
kid trusts in Him. Think about it this way. All of you have to depend on 
adults for some things, right? You depend on us to take care of you 
and give you what you need. That’s what it should be like for ALL of 
us who believe in God. We should have true, honest faith in Him—
where we recognize that we completely depend on God for 
everything and we trust Him for all we need! 
 
Every kid is valuable to Jesus. Every PERSON is valuable to Him. 
Every person is made in the image of God. Think about how amazing 
it must have been in that moment as Jesus talked with His disciples. 
Instead of turning the little children away, Jesus took them in. He took 
the children in His arms and He blessed them. 
 
Jesus wasn’t harsh or unkind; He was gentle. The truth is, being 
gentle with someone can change everything! Think about it for a 
minute. Have you ever been super upset or mad or hurt or 
disappointed? When you’re upset, if someone yells at you, that will 
totally make it worse, right? 
 
But what if someone is gentle with you? What if they listen to you? 
What if they look you in the eye and tell you that everything is going 
to be okay? What if they tell you they’ve got your back—that they’re 
here to help you? 
 
Doesn’t that make you feel so much better? Optional: Tell a quick 
personal story of a time when someone treated you with gentleness. 
 
Jesus said that God’s kingdom belongs to those who come to Him 
like children. And I can tell you with absolute certainty: Jesus feels 
the same way about you—all of you. You might feel like you're just a 
kid, but that's not how Jesus sees you. He thinks you're important. He 
thinks you’re valuable! 
 
Jesus used His power and authority to bless the children—those who 



were seen as unimportant. He used them as an example of how 
people should have faith. We can follow His example of gentleness 
and be gentle with others as well. 
 
You see, it takes strength to be gentle. That’s especially true when 
things are crazy, and you might be tempted to speak harshly or lose 
your temper. But the great news is, gentleness isn’t just up to us. God 
can help us choose to be gentle when we power up with the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
“Let’s pray and ask God to help us with that today.” 
 
Pray 
 “God, You are powerful and strong, but even with all of that, You are 
so incredibly gentle! Thank You for Your gentleness. Thank You for 
comforting us when we’re hurting or when things aren’t going our way.  
 
 
Please help us to share Your gentleness with others. Give us Your 
strength so we can be gentle with the people around us. We love You, 
and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Make it Personal with Prayer 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

 Explain sometimes it is hard to be gentle, especially when 
we are annoyed or angry. 

 Instruct kids to (silently) think of a time in the past week 
when they were not gentle or were tempted not to be gentle. 

 Ask: What are some things we can do when it is hard to be 
gentle? 

 Close in prayer. 
 
What You Say: 
“God, I love how Jesus treated the little children in our story today!  
Jesus treated them with gentleness even though the disciples tried 
to shoo them away! Everyone is important to You! (Consider 
praying for each kid in your group. For example, Billy is important to 
You! Joannie is important to You!) Help us to remember that! As we 
go through our week, remind us to clothe ourselves in gentleness 
and show others they matter to You! Everyone is important to You! 
Amen!” 

 
 

 

Get Your Head in the Game 
 
What You Need: Bottles of bubbles, masking tape 
 
What You Do: 

 Divide the group into teams of two or three. 

 Give each team a bottle of bubbles and a wand. 

 Tell teams to select one kid to be the bubble blower. 

 Using masking tape, establish a starting line for the bubble 
blowers to stand on and create a finish line about two feet 
away from the bubble blowers. 

 Explain the game to the group. To play: 
o The “bubble blowers” blow bubbles for their teams.  
o Teams gently blow the bubbles in the air towards the 

finish line. 
o Teams score a point for each bubble that crosses 

the finish line. 
o Teams have 60 seconds to see how many bubbles 

they can gently blow across the finish line. 
o The team with the most bubble crossings wins. 
o You will be the official bubble counter. Position 

yourself at the finish line with paper and pencil to 
keep a running tally of the bubble crossings. If you 
have more than two teams, you may want to have 
teams take turns playing so you can keep track of all 
the bubbles! 

 
What You Say: 
“Bubbles are delicate things. If you didn’t handle them gently, they 
popped before they reached the finish line. [Transition] Let’s head 
to Large Group to hear about what else we need to treat with 
gentleness.” 

 


