
 

Kid’s Slot May 5-11 

 
Great Commission and Spread of the Gospel 

 
OVERVIEW: Runnin’ Down a Dream (Great Commission and Spread 
of the Gospel) • Keep going because God is with you. 
 
PREPARATION: Bible, Paper towels, clear containers, water, felt-tip 
water-based markers 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1–2 
 
ICEBREAKER: Where would you like to travel to one day?  
 
READ: Great Commission and Spread of the Gospel 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

1. What gift did Jesus say His followers were going to receive?  
2. What command did Jesus give His followers?  
3. What happened to Jesus after He gave them the command?  
4. Did anybody show up with the followers after Jesus went into 

the sky?  
5. What did the angels say? (When Jesus’ followers left the 

mountain and went back to their house, what did they 
experience? (the Holy Spirit came) 

6. What happened when the Holy Spirit came?  
7. What did Peter and the others do after this?  
8. What factors affect your ability to finish something? Does time 

affect it? How about whether you enjoy doing it or not?  
9. What can you do to keep going even when it is hard? Or even 

when you are overwhelmed and you think something is 
impossible to start, let alone finish?  

10. Encourage kids to share an example of someone they know 
who didn’t give up when things got hard. [Make it Personal] 
(Do the same yourself. Share a story about someone you 
know who had perseverance through a really hard time.) 

11. In Acts 1:8 Jesus tells His disciples to be His witnesses. How 
can we be Jesus’ witnesses? What would be challenging about 
being Jesus’ witness? What can we do to keep going even 
when it is hard to tell others about Jesus? 

 
 

Hi Everyone! Today we are going to learn the amazing things that 
happened after Jesus died and then came back to life. 
 
When Jesus died on the cross, Peter, James, John, and the rest of 
Jesus’ followers were devastated. They thought it was over—that 
maybe Jesus wasn’t who He said He was. But then Jesus returned to 
life, and they were overjoyed! They knew this meant that 
EVERYTHING Jesus had said was true. 
 
Jesus appeared to His friends and followers several times over the 
next 40 days. One of those times, Jesus told them about the Holy 
Spirit. He said this. 
 
Open the Bible to Acts 1:4, 5, 8 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Wait for the gift my Father promised. . . . In a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit. . . . You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you.” 
 
“But what exactly did that mean?” 
 
Well, let’s back up and look at something Jesus had said earlier, 
when He talked with His followers on a mountainside. Jesus said this. 
 
Open the Bible to Matthew 28:18-20 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. So you 
must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And you can be sure that I 
am always with you, to the very end.” 
 
Jesus had given His disciples a new mission: to tell everyone about 
Him. Later, when He told them about the Holy Spirit, He reminded 
them to share the good news about Him from one end of the earth to 
the other. 
 
And then He was lifted up into the sky until a cloud hid Him from their 
sight. Two angels appeared. 

Great Commission and Spread of the Gospel 
Extra Credit (Boy Jesus at the temple) 

 
Extra Credit (Boy Jesus at the temple) 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 



They told the disciples that Jesus had been taken into heaven, but He 
would come back again one day.” 
 
Now, let’s just imagine what the disciples might have been thinking at 
this point. Jesus had given them a mission to tell EVERYONE about 
Him, but how could they do that? Maybe they could handle Jerusalem, 
but what about other countries where people spoke other languages? 
 
The men gathered at a home in Jerusalem. They had gathered along 
with a group of Jesus' followers to pray . . . and to wait like Jesus had 
told them to do. Suddenly, a sound like strong wind filled the house. 
Something that appeared like tongues of fire came to rest over the 
head of each believer. 
 
The believers were filled with the Holy Spirit just as Jesus had 
promised. They began to speak words from languages they had never 
learned before!” It just so happened that the town was filled with 
visitors from all over who had come to celebrate the Feast of Weeks. 
The visitors were shocked to hear their own languages being spoken 
by local Jews! 
 
 Peter took charge. Led by the Holy Spirit, he began to share the story 
of Jesus with thousands of the Jews gathered in Jerusalem. Listen to 
what he said. 
 
Open the Bible to Acts 2:22-24, 38 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Fellow Israelites, listen to this! Jesus of Nazareth was a man who had 
God’s approval. God did miracles, wonders and signs among you 
through Jesus. . . . Long ago God planned that Jesus would be 
handed over to you. With the help of evil people, you put Jesus to 
death. . . . But God raised him from the dead. . . . All of you must turn 
away from your sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then your sins will be forgiven. You will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
That day, 3,000 people believed in the message of Jesus and were 
baptized! Jesus’ followers had officially started their mission as Jesus 
had commanded them to do.” 
 
The new believers shared everything and gave to those in need. They 
ate together, laughed together, cried together, prayed together, and 

praised God together. And as others saw the joy and love of the new 
church, they became followers of Jesus, too! Through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ followers could keep going to fulfill their huge 
mission of sharing Jesus with the entire world. 
 
Here’s what’s cool: God didn’t just send the Holy Spirit to those early 
followers of Jesus. He promised the same gift of the Holy Spirit for 
ANYONE who puts their trust in Jesus. That’s true today, too! The 
Holy Spirit can give you the power you need to do what God has 
asked you to do.  
 
When you’re up against something tough, remember this. “Keep 
going because God is with you. 
 
“Let’s thank God for always being there for us.” 
 
Pray 
“Dear God, thank You for this great reminder that no matter what we 
face, You are with us. Help us to continue the work You gave all 
followers of Jesus. We want to share His story with everyone, so they 
too can experience His love and forgiveness. Thank You for sending 
Your Spirit to help us. We love You, and we pray these things in 
Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 

and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse to Take with You  
 
What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

 Instruct kids to rank the following creatures according to 
strength: ant, elephant, ape, eagle, skunk 

 Allow kids time to debate their rankings.  

 Ask: 
o What factors did you consider in deciding how to 

rank the creatures?  
o What determines “strength”? Can it be how big you 

are? How smart you are? How powerful you are? 
How much endurance you have? 

 Read Isaiah 40:31.  

 Ask:   
o What do you think it means, Those who trust in the 

LORD will receive a new strength (NIrV)?  
o Would you say someone who doesn’t have 

perseverance is strong? Why or why not? 
o How does this verse encourage us to not give up 

when things get hard or frustrating or boring? How 
does this verse encourage us to keep going even 
when we are tired or when we don’t think we have 
the strength to do it? 

o How do you think we “receive a new strength”? 
 

 

Spreading Marker 
 
What You Need: Paper towels, clear containers, water, felt-tip 
water-based markers 
 
What You Do: 

 Give each kid a paper towel. 

 Instruct the kids to fold the towel in half from side to side 
multiple times until the towel is about one inch wide. 

 The kids will use a marker to draw a squiggly line along the 
paper towel, starting about an inch and a half from one end. 

 Give each kid a clear plastic cup with about an inch of water 
in it. 

 Instruct the kids to stick the blank end of their paper towel 
into the cup and observe. 

 Ask kids to talk about what’s happening with the marker: it 
spreads, the colors separate, etc. 

 
What You Say: 
“In our Bible story today, the gospel—the good news about Jesus—
spread to many people because the disciples shared it. Just like our 
marker spread out and changed when we put the paper towel in the 
water, our words about Jesus can spread out and change the 
people around us. [Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time 
when you told someone about Jesus and it changed their life.) 
It’s not always easy to tell people about Jesus, because we might 
not know the person well, and we might be afraid that they’ll make 
fun of us or say that what we’re saying isn’t true. But we know it is 
true and it’s the most important thing anyone can hear. You can tell 
people about Jesus and [Bottom Line] keep going because God 
is with you.”  

 


