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Preschool Life Group Kids’ Slot 
April 14-20 

 
Bible Story Focus: We can praise Jesus. 

Palm Sunday • Matthew 21:1-16 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times.” Proverbs 17:17, NIrV 
Key Question: Who is your friend? 
Bottom Line: Jesus is my friend. 
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 

 
Activity #1 Donkey 
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn 

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 

 
What You Do: 
Before the Activity: Guide the children to stand in front of you.  
 
During the Activity: Ask the children to pretend to ride a donkey. Encourage them to ride 

all around the activity area. Repeat as desired.  
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “Let’s ride a donkey all around the room!” 
 
During the Activity: “We are going to pretend that we all have a donkey. A donkey is like 
a horse. Everyone get on your donkey (Demonstrate.) Are you ready to go to riding?” 
(Do activity.)  
 
After the Activity: “WOW! You are awesome riders. Someone in our Bible story rides a 
donkey, too. I cannot wait to find out who!”  
 
Transition: Move to Bible story time by pretending to ride a donkey to the story area.  
 
 
Bible Story    
 
What You Need: A Bible (Option: You can use pieces of construction paper cut into the 
shape of palm branches) 
 
LEADER: “It’s story time! I want everyone to come sit with me. This is the . . . (hold up 
Bible) . . . Bible! The Bible has God’s words in it. We love the Bible! 
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(Give the Bible a hug and lay it open in front of the children.) 
 
“Today’s Bible story is about our friend Jesus. Can you say, ‘Jesus’?” 
 
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Jesus!” 

 
LEADER: “Perfect! 

 
(Give two thumbs up.) 

 
“One day, Jesus was riding into town. When all of the people heard Jesus was coming, 
they ran to see Him! 
 
“They wanted to cheer for Jesus because they knew He was SO special. They grabbed 
big tree leaves, waved them in the air, and shouted, ‘Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!’ 
 
“Let’s pretend we are holding tree branches. We can shake them and cheer for Jesus 
because we think He is special, too. Pretend to shake your tree leaves and cheer for 
Jesus with me. (Option: You can use the cut out of the palm branches).  
 
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus! Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, 

Jesus! Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!” 
 
LEADER: “Keep cheering for Jesus!”   

 
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus! Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, 

Jesus! Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!” 
 
LEADER: “Oh, that was fun! I love cheering for Jesus because He’s the best friend 

ever!  
 
“Thank you for doing that with me. That was a fun way to tell Jesus how special He is. 
Jesus is such a good, good friend. Who is your friend?” 

 
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus is my friend!” 

 
LEADER: “Now it’s time to close our eyes and put our hands in our lap so we can talk 

to God.” 
 
PRAYER 
LEADER: “Dear God, Jesus is so special. Help us think of Him and cheer for Him every 
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day. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 

 
Activity #2- Praise Parade 
Hear from God | Memory Verse Review  
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn 

 
What You Need: Music player and worship songs 

 
(Option: You may consider adding preschool musical instruments to your Praise 
Parade.) 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Guide the children to line up in a single file line like they’re in a 

parade.  
 
During the Activity: Start the music and encourage the children to walk in the parade for 
a minute or two. Stop the music and lead the children in saying the memory verse. Then 
say, “Let’s praise Jesus!” Restart the music and continue the parade. Repeat as long as 
interest holds.  
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “Let’s praise Jesus with a PARADE!”  
 
During the Activity: “We are going to line up, and when the music starts, we will walk in 

our parade. Let’s praise Jesus! When the music stops, we can say our memory verse 
together. Are you ready? (Pause and start music.) Great job! Praise Jesus! (Stop 
music.) Let’s say our memory verse. A friend loves at all times, Proverbs 17:17. Wahoo! 
Praise Jesus! Let’s start our parade again!” (Continue and finish activity.)  
 
After the Activity: “Way to go! Jesus is our friend. Let’s say that together! JESUS IS 
OUR FRIEND! Yay! Who is your friend? [Bottom Line] Jesus is my friend!” 
 
Journal and Prayer  
Pray to God | Prayer Activity 
Made to Reflect: An activity that encourages personal application and prayer 

 

What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Proverbs 17:17. 

Provide a journal and a fun-shaped pen for each small group.  
 
SMALL GROUP LEADER (SGL): “It’s Small Group time. Today we are going to praise 

Jesus all the way to our Small Group spot. We can wave our hands in the air while we 
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say, ‘Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus!’ 
 
(Lead the children to your Small Group spot while saying, “Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, 
Jesus!”) 

 
“That was fun! Let’s sit down and talk about today’s Bible story now. One, two, three, sit 
down with me! 
 
(Open the Bible and lay it open in front of the children.) 

 
“Today we learned that we can praise Jesus like the people in our Bible story did. We 
can tell Jesus how much we love Him anytime we want. We love Jesus because He is 
our good friend. Who is your friend?” 

 
CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “Jesus is my friend.” 

 
“The Bible verse we are learning this month tells us how a friend is supposed to love.  
 
(Turn the pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card.) 

 
“It says: A friend loves at all times, Proverbs 17:17. 
 
(Close Bible and lay it down.) 
 
“Wow! A good friend loves at all times. Jesus is a good friend because Jesus loves us 
at all times. 
 
“Let’s stand up and say this verse together with the motions. It will help us be a good 
friend like Jesus is a good friend. Ready?” 
 
CHILDREN and SGL: “A friend (hook your pointer fingers together) loves (hug yourself) 
at all times (stretch your arms out to each side with your palms facing up as you turn in 
a circle), Proverbs 17:17.” (Open your hands like a book.) (Repeat the verse with 
motions a few times.) 

 
SGL: “You sound awesome! Good job! (Thumbs up.) Let’s sit back down so we can 

write in our journal and pray. 
 
(Hold journal and fun-shaped pen.) 
 

“Today we are going to make a list of reasons we want to praise our good friend Jesus. 
Who is your friend?” 
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CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “Jesus is my friend!” 

 
SGL: “And that is definitely a reason to praise Jesus! Jesus is such a good friend. Let’s 

write that down first. 
 
(Write that Jesus is a good friend in your prayer journal.) 

 
“Now, when I say your name, tell me another reason we can praise Jesus. 
 
(Say each child’s name and write down what they say. Remember to print the names so 
the children can recognize their names and the letters.) 
 

“This is such a sweet list. We have so many reasons to praise Jesus. Let’s use our list 
to praise Jesus right now when we pray. Would anyone like to pray before I pray?” 
 
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.) 

 

Prayer 
SGL: “Dear God, we want to praise Jesus for being such a good, good friend. There are 
so many things to love about Jesus. We praise Him because (read the list the children 
made). Thank You for sending Jesus to be our friend forever. You’re the best, God! We 

love You. In Jesus’ name, amen.”  
 

 
 


