
 

Kid’s Slot April 7-13 

 
Lazarus Raised 

 
OVERVIEW: You Raise Me Up (Lazarus Raised) • Whatever 
happens, remember how powerful God is. 
 
PREPARATION: Bibles, pens, paper, stopwatch  
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: John 11:1-45 
 
ICEBREAKER: Baptized 

 Ask kids if they have been baptized, making sure to guide the 
conversation based on your church’s beliefs and traditions for 
baptism. 

o Have you seen someone get baptized?  
o Do you know what it means to get baptized? 

 
READ: Lazarus Raised 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

 Read John 11:45 then ask 

 Why do you think the people in this verse believed in Jesus? 

 If you had been there when this miracle took place, what would 
you be thinking or feeling?  

 Why do you think Jesus waited until Lazarus was dead for 
several days before He came? 

 How can this story give you hope when you’re in a tough 
situation?  

 Read John 11:4 aloud. What are some ways that sickness, 
suffering, or other tough situations bring glory to God? 

 If God is powerful enough to bring a dead person like Lazarus 
back to life, what does that tell you about Him? 

 If God is super-powerful, why do you think He doesn’t bring all 
the people we love back to life again or make every sick 
person well? 

 How do you react when bad things happen?  

 What helps you when you need to trust God in tough 
situations?  

 
 

Hi, everyone! I’ve got a question for you. Have you ever wondered 
what it would be like to actually live at the same time when Jesus was 
here on earth? (Hold up Bible.) 
 
I mean, EVERYONE wanted to be near Jesus. People followed Him 
around because they wanted to hear what He had to say. They knew 
He could heal people, so they hoped He would heal them, too. And 
honestly, people just wanted to be near Him. Jesus gave people 
hope, so of course the word about Him spread fast. 
 
Of course, the religious leaders followed Jesus for a different reason. 
They didn’t like Jesus because they didn’t believe He was the Son of 
God. So they followed Him around because they wanted to trick Him. 
They kept hoping that maybe He would say something wrong and get 
Himself in trouble. 
 
Jesus said that we’re here to do two things: love God and love others. 
He made following God so simple, and the religious leaders didn’t like 
that one bit. They could see that Jesus was getting really popular with 
the people. They felt like they had to stop this Man who kept claiming 
to be God’s Son.  
 
Eventually, the leaders got so angry at Jesus that they picked up 
stones to throw at Him. They wanted to arrest Him. But Jesus 
escaped! He left Jerusalem and went where it was safe, across the 
Jordan River. 
 
Then Jesus got an important message. A friend of His, Lazarus, was 
sick.  Now, Lazarus had two sisters named Mary and Martha.  
 
So here are Mary and Martha, Lazarus’s sisters. They were the ones 
who had sent the message to Jesus to tell Him that Lazarus was sick. 
When Jesus heard their message, He said this. 
 
Open the Bible to John 11:4 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory. God’s 
Son will receive glory because of it.” 
 

Lazarus Raised 

 
Extra Credit (Boy Jesus at the temple) 

 
Extra Credit (Boy Jesus at the temple) 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 



“But Jesus didn’t go back to Lazarus’s home for two more days. After 
letting two whole days pass, He said this to His disciples. 
 
Open the Bible to John 11:11 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,” he said. “But I am going there 
to wake him up.” 
 
It seemed like Mary, Martha, and Lazarus didn’t have anything to 
worry about, right? Lazarus was asleep, and Jesus was going to wake 
him up. (Pause.) But Jesus wasn’t talking about sleep. He meant that 
Lazarus had died. 
 
Jesus said this. 

 
Open the Bible to John 11:14 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Lazarus is dead. For your benefit, I am glad I was not there. Now you 
will believe. But let us go to him.” 
 
Jesus and His friends traveled to Bethany. Sure enough, Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb for four days.  
 
Mary and Martha were so sad about their brother. Lots of people from 
the community came to comfort them. When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went out to meet Him. Listen to what she said. 
 
Open the Bible to John 11:21-23 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “I wish you had been here! Then my 
brother would not have died. But I know that even now God will give 
you anything you ask for.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 
 
Jesus also said this. 
 
Open the Bible to John 11:25-26 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, 
even if they die. And whoever lives by believing in me will never die.” 
 

Then Jesus called for Mary. Just like her sister, Mary cried out to 
Jesus. 
 
Open the Bible to John 11:32 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Lord, I wish you had been here! Then my brother would not have 
died.” 
 
Jesus saw how sad Mary and all the others were. He saw how they 
were crying. He was sad, too. Jesus asked where they had put 
Lazarus, and He cried. Everyone could see how much Jesus cared 
for Lazarus. 
 
But still, some of the people were confused. They didn’t understand. 
If Jesus was God’s Son, couldn’t He have kept His friend from dying? 
 
Jesus came to the tomb, which was a cave with a stone in front of the 
entrance. (Walk over to the tomb.) Jesus said: “Take away the stone” 
(John 11:39 NIrV). 
 
Martha was like, ‘Um, Jesus . . . It’s not going to smell very good. 
He’s been dead for four days.’ 
 
“Jesus said to her . . . 
 
Open the Bible to John 11:40 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s glory?” 
 
“So they took away the stone. 
 
Jesus prayed and thanked God for hearing Him. Then Jesus called in 
a loud voice . . . say this with me . . . “Lazarus, come out!” (John 
11:43, NIrV) 
 
“I couldn’t hear you. Try it again.”  
 
 “Lazarus, come out!” (John 11:43 NIrV) 
 
That’s better. And then . . . THIS happened…He’s alive! Jesus did it! 
He brought Lazarus back . . . to . . . life! 
 



 

It was a miracle. Jesus had brought His friend Lazarus back from the 
dead! He proved that He really is God’s Son. He proved that He’s 
more powerful than ANYTHING—even death. 
 
No one who was there that day could ever forget what they had seen. 
And it’s a great reminder for us, too. Whatever happens, remember 
how powerful God is. 
 
Sometimes things happen that take us by surprise, and it can be hard 
for us to understand. We feel scared, upset, or even out of control. It’s 
like we’re stumbling in the dark and we can’t see a thing. 
 
That’s why—whatever happens—we need to remember that God is 
still in control. He’s strong. He’s powerful. He LOVES us. He feels the 
pain and sadness we feel. And even in those times when we can’t 
make sense of life, we can trust Him no matter what. 
 
“Let’s pray and ask God to help us trust Him today.” 
 
Pray 
 “Dear God, thank You so much for this amazing true story about 
Jesus and Lazarus. It reminds us that You’re more powerful than 
anything—even death! It also reminds us how much You care about 
each one of us. Please help us to remember how powerful You are. 
Help us to trust You when life seems dark and scary. Thank You for 
being our hope! We love You and we pray these things in Jesus’ 
name, amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 

and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

It Can’t Be Done 
 
What You Need: Paper, scissors 
 
What You Do: 

 Guide the kids to review the story, letting them provide as 
many details as they can.  

 Ask a few questions to get them started, if needed: 
o Who were the main people in our story today? 

(Jesus, Lazarus, Mary, and Martha) 
o Why did Lazarus’s sisters feel sad and hopeless? 

(Their brother, Lazarus, was dead) 
o What did Jesus do to help? (He rose Lazarus from 

the dead) 
o What did today’s story prove? (How powerful God is) 

 Give each kid a piece of paper and scissors and challenge 
them to the “Impossible Paper Challenge.” 

 The steps are as follows:  
o Fold the paper in half lengthwise. 
o Open the paper. 
o Cut one side of the paper in the middle to the center 

crease. 
o Cut the opposite side in thirds to the center crease. 
o With the two-cut side facing toward you, re-crease 

the smaller folds facing away from you on the left 
and right both ways.  

o With the two-cut side still facing toward you, flip the 
top right third towards you. Then flip the bottom right 
half under into place. 

o You should now be able to flip the center flap back 
and forth to reveal the seemingly impossible extra 
flap that doesn’t fit on either side.  

 
What You Say: 
“Lazarus’s sisters must have felt helpless watching him struggle 
when he was sick and even more so after he died. It must have felt 
like there was no possibility of everything being okay again. They 
were in an impossible situation. [Make It Personal] (Talk about a 
kid-appropriate time when you thought all hope was lost, like 
when you were lost, your dog was lost, etc.) There are often 
times in our lives when we feel like nothing is going right and like 
nothing will ever be okay again, but [Bottom Line] whatever 
happens, remember how powerful God is.”  
 

 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Missing? 
 
What You Need: Items on a covered tray 
 
What You Do: 

 Invite kids to place their offerings in the container. 

 Guide kids to gather around you. Set the tray where every 
child can see it.  

 Remove the towel and prompt kids to look carefully at the 
items.  

 After a few seconds, replace the towel and guide kids to 
close their eyes. (No peeking!) 

 When all eyes are closed, remove and hide one object.  

 Tell kids to open their eyes.  

 Lift the towel and challenge kids to identify the missing item. 
HINT: Guide kids to silently point to their noses, touch their 
ears, or give another sign when they identify the missing 
object. This will help ensure that every child has time to 
guess independently.  

 Repeat. Play as long as time remains.  

 End by encouraging kids to identify what the objects have in 
common.  

 

 

If You Build It  
 
What You Need: Plastic cups 
 
What You Do: 

 Arrange kids into groups of three or four and hand out about 
ten cups to each group. 

 Challenge groups to use the cups to create a structure that 
goes as high as possible without it falling down.  

 If the structures fall down, encourage them to try again.  

 Then challenge kids to try to build the tower using only one 
hand per person or with their eyes closed.  

 
What You Say: 
“Great job building those structures with just a few slippery cups! 
You were really creative with that. It was hard enough to build a 
tower out of cups, but can you imagine if someone asked you to 
build a whole house? You’d have to start by digging a foundation 
and then figure out how much wood and other materials you would 
need and how to move those materials. It would be a big job! Even 
bigger than that would be building the Great Pyramids in Egypt. The 
biggest one of those is about 455 feet high—that’s as tall as 15 two-
story houses stacked on top of each other! Plus, they didn’t have 
cranes and trucks like we have. They had to move the bricks on 
their own, and each brick weighed as much as a big car! Whew! 
 
“And you know what’s even bigger and taller and heavier than those 
pyramids? The mountains and the ocean and the desert! And who 
built those? God did—by himself. If He can do that, He must be 
pretty powerful! [Bottom Line] Whatever happens, remember 
how powerful God is. Because if God is powerful enough to build 
the mountains by Himself, He is powerful enough for anything we 
might need Him for.”  

 


