
 

Kid’s Slot April 14-20 

 
Palm Sunday 

 
OVERVIEW: This I Promise You (Palm Sunday) What promises does 
God have for you? 
 
PREPARATION: Bible marked at John 12, construction paper, 
scissors, Paper, white crayons, washable markers 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: John 12:9-16 
 
ICEBREAKER: Baptized 

 Ask kids if they have been baptized, making sure to guide the 
conversation based on your church’s beliefs and traditions for 
baptism. 

o Have you seen someone get baptized?  
o Do you know what it means to get baptized? 

 
READ: Palm Sunday 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

 Let one of the students read John 12:13 in the New Testament 
then have someone else read Psalm 118:26a in the Old 
Testament. 

 Explain that “Hosanna” is a Hebrew expression meaning 
“Save!”  

 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowd shouted, 
“Hosanna,” which means, “Save.” What does Jesus promise to 
save us from if we believe in Him? 

 How do we show we believe God’s promises? 

 Why are you glad God keeps His promises? 

 One of the biggest promises we have is God’s promise to love 
us. Have you ever doubted that God could keep His promise to 
love you?  

 Did you ever face a trouble that made you feel unloved or 
forgotten by God?  

 Read Romans 8:35-39. God has promised, by sending Jesus 
to rescue us, to love us forever.  

 
 

One of the coolest things about the Bible is reading what people 
wrote hundreds of years before Jesus was born and THEN seeing 
how those things came true in Jesus’ life. Check out something the 
prophet Zechariah wrote. 
 
Open the Bible to Zechariah 9:9 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“City of Zion, be full of joy! People of Jerusalem, shout! See, your 
king comes to you. He always does what is right. He has won the 
victory. He is humble and riding on a donkey. He is sitting on a 
donkey’s colt 
 
Hundreds of years passed after Zechariah wrote those words. And 
then Jesus came! The people saw how Jesus taught, how He healed 
people, and how He claimed to be God’s Son. Many of them were 
sure that Jesus was the king Zechariah was talking about. 
 
But even though many of the Jewish people believed Jesus was the 
king, the religious leaders weren’t too happy about the idea. They 
didn’t like how the people were following after Jesus. They were 
especially shaken after Jesus had raised His friend Lazarus from the 
dead. They saw that many people were starting to believe Jesus was 
God’s Son, so they plotted to kill Him. 
 
Jesus knew that the religious leaders were plotting to hurt Him. So for 
a while, He stayed in the desert near Ephraim, which was a day's 
journey from Jerusalem. But when it came time for the Passover 
celebration, Jesus traveled to Jerusalem despite the danger. On the 
way, He stopped in Bethany at the home of Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus.” 
 
Jesus was risking a lot to head to Jerusalem. Crowds of people had 
gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. When they heard 
the news that Jesus was coming, they broke off palm branches and 
put their coats down on the ground. It was kind of like they were 
putting down a red carpet so they could welcome their king. 
 

Palm Sunday 
Extra Credit (Boy Jesus at the temple) 

 
Extra Credit (Boy Jesus at the temple) 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 



The disciple John wrote about all the excitement that was building in 
the city. He actually mentioned the words that Zechariah said 
hundreds of years before. Check it out. 
 
Open the Bible to John 12:14b-15 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“This is just as it is written in Scripture. It says, “City of Zion, do not be 
afraid. See, your king is coming. He is sitting on a donkey’s colt.” 
 
Sure enough, Jesus arrived, just as God had told Zechariah that He 
would. Jesus rode on a donkey into the gates and down the streets of 
the bustling city. The donkey’s hooves gently tap-tap-tapped on the 
dusty city streets, with the crowd’s coats lining the way. 
 
“The people were so happy when they saw Jesus! They cried out: 
 
Open the Bible to John 12:13 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the king of Israel! 
 
“They waved their palm branches like banners. Let’s all do that and 
imagine what the excitement must have been like that day! 
 
Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the king of Israel! In the midst of the joyful praise, several 
religious leaders pulled Jesus aside. They wanted Jesus to be quiet. 
But listen to what Jesus told the religious leaders. 
 
Open the Bible to Luke 19:40 (NIrV) and read. 
 
 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”  
 
No threat could stop Jesus. He knew His mission. So He and His 
friends made their way into the city. The religious leaders refused to 
see it, but Jesus had shown His followers yet again that God was 
keeping His promises. It was all part of God's plan. 
 
There’s more to come in this story, and you will hear all about it during 
our Easter services! God keeps His promises. He keeps His promises 
no matter how dark things become. He promised a king and Savior for 
His people, and His promise came true! 

“Remember that God has promises for us, too. He’s promised that we 
can have a relationship with Him forever when we put our trust in 
Jesus. He’s also promised that He’ll ALWAYS be with us. Even when 
things happen that we don't understand, we can trust God and 
remember to put our hope in Him. Whatever happens, remember 
God keeps His promises. Let’s thank God for keeping His promises. 
  
Pray 
 “Dear God, You are always good! You always keep Your promises. 
We are so thankful for that. We know we can face tough things in life 
because You’ve promised that You are with us. Help us live with 
hope and remember that You keep Your promises. We love You, and 
we pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 

and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hosanna! 
 
What You Need: Bible marked at John 12, construction paper, 
scissors 
 
What You Do: 

 Open the Bible to John 12. Ask leading questions to help 
kids recall the story.  

 Have the children make palm leaves out of the construction 
paper.  

 Lead kids to reenact the following key points:  
o Long ago, Zechariah told the people about God’s 

promise to send a Savior: City of Zion, be full of joy! 
People of Jerusalem, shout! See, your king comes to 
you. He always does what is right. He has won the 
victory. He is humble and riding on a donkey. He is 
sitting on a donkey’s colt (Zechariah 9:9 NIrV).  

o Many Jews believed that Jesus was their promised 
king. 

o Jesus had His disciples bring Him a young donkey.  
o Jesus got onto the donkey’s back and rode it toward 

Jerusalem.  
o When the crowds saw Jesus, they shouted: 

“Hosanna!” “Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the king of Israel!” 
(John 12:13 NIrV) 

o The people waved palm branches and spread the 
branches and their coats on the road as Jesus rode 
by.  

 Variation: Guide kids to “picture pose” key scenes. Take 
pictures of each pose and, at the end, play a slideshow. 

 
What You Say: 
“The people had waited years and years and YEARS for God to 
send the Messiah, the Savior. And now He had come! The people 
were SO excited! Jesus, God’s Savior, was coming into Jerusalem 
to be king! God had kept his promise! His plan to save the world 
was happening.  
 
“Long ago, God kept His promise to send Jesus; and today—right 
now—He keeps His promises to you. [Basic Truth] You can trust 
Him no matter what! So [Bottom Line] whatever happens, 
remember God keeps His promises.”  
 

 

Take a Snapshot 
 
What You Need: Paper, white crayons, washable markers 
 
What You Do: 

 Give each person a white crayon, a colored marker, and 
white paper.  

 Ask students to use the white crayon to draw a symbol 
representing a promise God has made to us.  

 Remind them to press down hard with the white crayon and 
possibly use the thick end of the crayon instead of the pointy 
end. 

o Suggest that they also use the marker to draw a box 
or a circle around their symbol to show the next 
student where to shade.  

 Instruct everyone to exchange cards. 

 Direct them to use their marker to shade over the white 
paper to reveal the promise. 

 Take turns sharing about what’s drawn on their papers. 
 
What You Say: 
“God has made a lot of promises. We read about them in the Bible. 
Every promise God makes He will keep. He always does what He 
says He will do. When we need hope, we can count on God’s 
promises.” 
 

 


