
Kid’s Slot – March 17-23 

 
Timothy 

 
OVERVIEW: Dare You to Move (Timothy) • God made me to make a 
difference. 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: 1 Timothy 4:12 (supporting: Acts 14–17; 1 
Timothy 4:14; 1 Corinthians 4:17; 16:10) 
 
WHAT YOU NEED: Cotton balls, craft sticks, straws, Bibles, Crayons, 
Paper 
 
ICEBREAKER: Do you have any hobbies? What is something you 
enjoy doing?  

 
READ: Timothy 
 

 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

 What Bible characters do you know who discovered the 
purpose they were made for?  

 What do you think you have in common with them? 
How can someone discover the way that God made 
them to make a difference?  

 What are obstacles that keep kids from believing they 
can make a difference right now? What are ways to 
overcome these obstacles? 

 If you struggle with knowing what your “gifts” or “talents” 
are, what can you do? Who can you ask to help you 
discover the gifts God gave you? 

 Paul asks Timothy to set an example. How can we set 
an example to make a difference right now? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Today I want to tell you about a guy named Timothy. (Hold up Bible.) 
Timothy was a leader in the early days of the church after Jesus died, 
came back to life, and went to heaven to be with God. 
 
The interesting thing about Timothy is that he was young at the time. 
Still, he was one of the strongest teachers and leaders in the early 
church. He was also one of Paul's closest friends. Paul even wrote a 
letter from prison saying that Timothy was like a son to him.  
 
Paul trusted Timothy so much so that he left him in charge of the 
church at Ephesus, even though Timothy was very young to have 
such an important job. But Paul knew that Timothy didn't need to wait 
until he was older to make a difference. Listen to the words Paul 
wrote to Timothy to encourage him. 
 
Open the Bible to 1 Timothy 4:12 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young. Set an 
example for the believers in what you say and in how you live. Also 
set an example in how you love and in what you believe. Show the 
believers how to be pure. 
 
How did Paul know that he could leave such a young guy with such a 
tough job? Let’s look a little bit deeper into Timothy’s life to find out.” 
 
Timothy grew up in a small town called Lystra. His mother, Eunice, 
was Jewish, and she taught him the scriptures.  
 
But Timothy’s father was a Greek man, which means he probably 
believed and cared about different things. It’s very likely that Timothy 
might have grown up feeling awkward or out of place since he didn't 
quite fit in with the Jews or the Greeks in his town. 
 
When Timothy was a teenager, the Apostle Paul and his friend 
Barnabas arrived in Lystra. They brought something new—the 
gospel, the good news that Jesus, the Savior, had come!  
 
 

Timothy 
 



Paul didn’t just have words to share; he also healed a man who 
couldn't walk. The crowds who gathered to hear Paul and Barnabas 
preach were so amazed that they wanted to WORSHIP the two men, 
but Paul told them to turn to God. Listen to what he said. 
 
Open the Bible to Acts 14:15 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Friends, why are you doing this? We are only human, just like you. 
We are bringing you good news. Turn away from these worthless 
things. Turn to the living God. He is the one who made the heavens 
and the earth and the sea. He made everything in them. 
 
Timothy and his mother, as well as his grandmother Lois, heard Paul’s 
teachings. They believed what Paul was saying about Jesus. The 
scriptures they had grown up with had promised that one day a Savior 
would come. Now they believed Jesus was that Savior! They decided 
to follow Jesus too. 
  
Even after Paul and Barnabas were chased out of town for talking 
about Jesus, Timothy, his mom, and his grandma continued to meet 
with the brand-new church in Lystra. 

 
Timothy continued to grow in confidence, and he tried to reflect Jesus 
in what he said and did. When Paul returned to Lystra years later, the 
other believers pointed out Timothy. They told Paul how Timothy was 
living a life that honored God.  
 
Paul was so impressed by what he heard about Timothy that he 
invited Timothy to join him on his journey and share the news about 
Jesus. Before Timothy left with Paul, the other believers surrounded 
him and prayed for him. 
 
Over the following years, Timothy continued to travel with Paul, 
sharing the good news about Jesus in every city and town they visited. 
Paul trusted Timothy so much that he sent him to towns where the 
church was in trouble so Timothy could help lead the church in 
following Jesus. 
 
Later, Paul sent Timothy to take charge of the church in Ephesus. It 
was a tough job, but Timothy knew the power of the Holy Spirit was 
with him.  
 

Paul knew that God had made Timothy unique for a reason. God 
could use everything in Timothy’s life—all of Timothy’s individuality—
to bring more people to Him. 
 
Let’s think about all of the things that made Timothy unique. 
 
Timothy was born to a Jewish mom and a Greek father. That means 
that a lot of people could relate to him—both Jewish and Greek 
people. He could understand where others were coming from. 
Timothy RELATABLE. 
 
Also, Timothy grew up reading the scriptures, so he knew a lot about 
God. When Paul came and shared the news about Jesus—and 
performed miracles in His name—Timothy knew he could trust Jesus 
too. That made Timothy’s faith REAL.  
 
Lastly, Timothy lived his life in a way that reflected Jesus. He made 
wise choices and treated others the way he wanted to be treated. 
He followed God with His whole life—so much that other believers 
pointed him out to Paul as a leader. Timothy lived a RIGHTEOUS life, 
or a life that followed after God.  
 
Everything in Timothy’s life that might have made him feel different 
was something that God was able to use in a powerful way. Paul saw 
something in Timothy and gave him a chance to lead. And remember 
this: Timothy didn't wait until he felt old enough or confident enough 
to share about Jesus. He chose to let God use him to make a 
difference while he was young. 
 
God can use people of all ages—the very young, the very old, and 
everyone in between. So don't wait until you're older. You can make a 
difference right now. 
 
God made me to make a difference. 
 
Not sure how to make a difference? Treat others the way you want 
to be treated. Be an example by following Jesus and loving others. 
You might think there are things about who you are or what you’ve 
experienced that make you different, but remember: God made you 
who you are on purpose. He can use those things in powerful ways.  
 



“Let’s ask God to help us make a difference with the unique way He 
created us.” 
 
 
Pray 
 “Dear God, we are all so different. You’ve made us all individuals with 
a purpose that only we can fulfill. But we know that You didn’t make us 
different for no reason. You made us individuals so we can make a 
difference in the world. Help us to use the unique way You created 
each of us to shine Your light and show Your love to everyone around 
us. Help us to remember that it doesn’t matter how young we are; You 
can use us to make a difference. We love You, and we pray these 
things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity #1- Tic-Tac-Tool 
 
What You Need: Paper & Pens/Crayons  
 
What You Do: 

 Play Tic-Tac-Toe either in pairs or as a large group.  

 You will read a scenario the student must answer the 
questions before putting on their X/O.  

o True/False: Only pastors or church leaders have 
special gifts for helping people.  

o True/False: Everyone has something they can use to 
make a difference  

o True/False: The best way to make a difference is by 
spending lots of money.   

o True/False: Timothy, from our Bible story, thought he 
was too old to make a difference.  

o True/False: Paul, from our Bible story, wasn’t’ 
interested in the kind of difference Timothy could 
make. Paul just wanted someone to carry his bags.  

o True/False: Making difference only counts if someone 
sees you do it.  

o  True/False: If you don’t know if you’ve ever made a 
difference, you should assume that you have not ever 
made an impact on someone.   

o True/False: You can make a difference to your 
community just by being yourself—who God made you 
to be.  

o True/False: You have to get better at singing or 
speaking in public to make a difference.  

o True/False: One way to make a difference is to use 
your time wisely.  

o Name one thing that someone who loves comic books 
could do to make a difference.  

o Name one thing that someone who is good at ballet 
could do to make a difference.  

o Name one thing that someonw who has a free 
Saturday morning could do to make a difference.  

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 

and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


o Name one thing that someone who is under 10 could do 
to make a difference.  

o How could someone make a difference to a new 
neighbor? 

o What is a difference you would like to see happen in 
your family?  

o What is one difference you would like to see happen in 
your school?  

o What is one difference you would like to see happen in 
your church? 

o What is one difference you would like to see happen in 
your town?  

o Who do you know that has made a difference in your 
life?  

o How can you make a difference to those around you?  
What You Say: 
“This is a game that incorporated an unusual tool. I’ll bet if I’d asked 
what you need to play tic-tac-toe a few minutes ago, you wouldn’t 
have said tongs/pliers. But they helped us play the game in a fun and 
efficient way, and they made something old a little new again.  
 
“A lot of our personal ‘tools’ are the same kind of thing; they help give 
us new perspective on old problems. Maybe no one has been able to 
be a friend to your cranky neighbor until YOU discover that he can’t 
hear all that well, which is not a problem for you since you learned 
sign language at summer camp last year. You had just the new tools 
to solve an old problem.  
 
“God has designed YOU to make the world around you better. There 
is no one person on earth who has all the same skills, abilities, and 
resources you have. You’re like a key that can fit a lock no one else 
can open. You don’t have to worry that you don’t fit every lock and 
can’t solve every problem. They’re not all yours to solve. [Bottom 
Line] God made me to make a difference, and only He knows 
exactly what kind of challenge that will be.  
 
“But don’t worry, because you know that you can [Basic Truth] trust 
God no matter what, you can believe that He will make sure you 
have just what you need at the right time, and you can rest assured 
that your toolbox will be full so you can do what you were made to do!” 

 

Activity #2- Whatcha Got?  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

 Divide your group into teams of three. Challenge the teams to 
use what they have on them—in their pockets, small group 
supplies, in backpacks or bags—to come up with items that 
can be used to spell the shortest first name in the group by 
using the first letter of each item. 

 Some ideas if kids are stumped: shoelaces, loose change, 
bracelets, hair ties, pens/crayons from a supply bin, crumpled 
paper, extra tissues, lip balm, phones and phone cords, 
earbuds with cords, etc. 

 Optional: Stock the small group area with yarn, beads, cords, 
and some of the items listed above to be sure that groups 
have something to use. 

 When every team has spelled out a name, take pictures if 
you’d like and then return the items to their owners.  

 
What You Say: 
“You might not have thought you had what you needed for this 
challenge, but look what you were able to do with just what you had! 
[Transition] Today we learned that God has give us all gifts and 
talents to serve Him.”  

 


