
Kid’s Slot – March 24-30 

 
Samuel and David 

 
OVERVIEW: Faith My Eyes (Samuel and David) • God wants me to 
see what really matters. 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: 1 Samuel 16:7 
 
WHAT YOU NEED: Paper, crayons/markers, stickers, nametags 
 
ICEBREAKER: What qualities would you want in a king? Who are 
some kings that you have heard of?  

 
READ: Samuel and David 

 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

 Read 1 Samuel 16:7. 

 Ask: What do you think it means “God looks at what is in the 
heart”? What about a person is important to God? 

 If people tried to determine what’s in your heart, what do you 
think they’d say? Would they be right? Why or why not?  

 Why is it important look on the inside, to look at what is in a 
person’s heart? 

 What do actions, words, emotions, and attitudes tell you about 
someone? Give example how they can show you what is 
inside a person’s heart. 

 When is it wise to try to determine what is in a person’s heart? 
Is it ever un-wise? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
As we look back at the entire Bible (hold up Bible) and the entire story 
of God, we can see how God has always provided for His people. He 
promised Abraham that He would make his descendants into a great 
nation, and that’s exactly what He did. God led His people out of 
slavery. He provided a new land for them. And He sent judges and 
prophets to guide them.  
 
But the Israelites did what you and I sometimes do. They looked at 
what other people had around them, and they got jealous. They saw 
that all the nations around them had a king, and they decided THEY 
needed one too.” 
 
So the Israelites asked the prophet Samuel to give them a king. 
Though it made God sad that His people weren’t happy with what He 
had already provided for them, He gave them a ruler: King Saul. Saul 
LOOKED like a king, but unfortunately he didn't listen to God. Over 
and over, he chose to go his own way.  
 
Finally, God had had enough of Saul’s disobedience, and He rejected 
Saul as king of Israel. He spoke to the prophet Samuel. Listen to 
what He said.  
 
Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 16:1b (NIrV) and read.  
 
“I am sending you to Jesse in Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his 
sons to be king.” 
 
You can imagine the predicament this put Samuel in. I mean, Saul 
was still king! But now Samuel had to go pick someone ELSE to be 
king? Samuel knew King Saul wouldn’t be happy about it if he heard. 
 
But God gave Samuel a specific plan to follow. He said: 
 
 
Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 16:2-3 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Tell the elders of Bethlehem, ‘I’ve come to offer a sacrifice to the 
LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice. Then I will show you what to do. 
You must anoint for me the one I point out to you. 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 

and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

Samuel and David 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


‘Anoint’ basically means ‘choose.’ So God was telling Samuel that He 
would point out whichever one of Jesse’s sons He had chosen to be 
the next king. 
 
Samuel followed God’s directions. He traveled to Bethlehem, and he 
invited Jesse and his sons to join him in honoring God with a 
sacrifice.” 
 
When Jesse and his sons arrived at the place where they would do 
the sacrifice, he introduced his sons to Samuel. There were seven 
sons, so I need seven volunteers to come up here. 
 
“The oldest son was Eliab. Eliab LOOKED like a king, . .but he wasn’t 
the one God had chosen. God told Samuel . . . 
 
Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 16:7 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Do not consider how handsome or tall he is. I have not chosen him. 
The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at 
the outside of a person. But the LORD looks at what is in the heart. 
 
“Next, Jesse introduced Abinadab and had him walk in front of 
Samuel. 
 
“Samuel doesn’t tell us what made Abinadab special, so we’ll just use 
our imaginations and say that Abinadab was super strong. 
 
“Next up was Shammah. Maybe Shammah was a great runner! 
 
 
 “Can you run in place for me, like Shammah might have? Impressive. 
But God hadn’t chosen him to be king either. 
 
“But no worries. There were still four more sons there to choose from. 
The Bible doesn’t tell us their names or anything about them, but let’s 
imagine that son number four was a master chef. 
 
“Number five, let’s make you a best-selling author. 
 
“We haven’t had an accomplished hunter in the mix yet, so maybe that 
was number 6.” 
 

“And for the seventh brother, let’s pretend he was a great musician. 
 
“Surely among these sons of Jesse, there was a king, right? But no, 
Samuel told Jesse that God hadn’t chosen any of these sons to be 
the king. 
 
“So Samuel asked Jesse if he had any more sons. Jesse told him 
that he did have one more son, David, but he was taking care of the 
sheep. Samuel told Jesse to send for David. 
 
“This was probably a big surprise to Jesse and all of his other sons. 
Why would God be interested in David, the youngest brother? All he 
did was spend his time with the sheep! But Jesse did as Samuel 
requested and had David brought in. 
 
“The Bible says that David looked very healthy and had a fine 
appearance, but what happened next still surprised his family. 
 
Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 16:12b (NIrV) and read.  
 
“Then the LORD said, “Get up and anoint him. This is the one.” 
 
So Samuel got the animal horn that was filled with olive oil. (Hold up 
the bottle of olive oil.) He anointed David in front of his brothers. 
 
It says in the Bible that from that day on, the Spirit of the Lord came 
powerfully on David. And in time, David, the shepherd boy, became 
king. 
 
One thing is clear from this story. God doesn’t look at the things that 
are on the outside. He looks at the heart. The other brothers might 
have SEEMED like the right choice to be the next king. But God 
looked at David’s heart and knew that HE was the one to lead Israel. 
 
God wants us to see the value in others, too. He doesn't want us 
focusing on what’s on the outside, but what’s on the inside instead.  
 
 “God wants me to see what really matters. Let’s ask Him to help 
us see the value in others.” 
 
 
Pray 



Activity #1- Leadership Qualities 
 
What You Need: No Supplies Needed 
 
What You Do: 

 Gather the kids for a game similar to “Simon Says.” 

 Have one child come up to be the leader. They should pick a 
leader they know of to act like: a teacher, a leader from your 
church, someone’s mom/dad, a superhero, a popular character 
from media, a historical or military figure, etc. If you have 
younger kids, pair them up with an older kid to help them think 
of a leader and orders to say. 

 Then they should give the group “orders” to do things that will 
reveal the leader they are pretending to be.  

 For instance, if they were pretending to be Queen Elsa from 
Frozen, they could tell all the kids to build a snowman, to sing a 
song from the movie, to hike up an icy hill, to pretend to hug 
their sister, to sniff really hard to smell chocolate coming from 
the kitchen, and to “freeze.” 

 After a few orders, let the group guess who the leader is.  
 
What You Say: 
“Those were some strong and powerful leaders! How did you know 
which leader your friends were pretending to be? (How they acted, 
what they told us to do, etc.) Choosing a leader is very important. A 
leader will guide the whole country into actions that could be great for 
the country or bad for the country. That’s why it was so important for 
Samuel to choose the right king for Israel; he needed to find out who 
God had prepared to lead His people well.  
 
“Choosing a leader is like choosing our friends. We want friends who 
help us love God and others; we want friends who are special on the 
inside and are loyal and honest and kind. When you’re choosing who 
to hang out with after school or who to ask to a sleepover, remember 
that  [Bottom Line] God wants me to see what really matters. The 
outside of people—their haircut or the clothes they wear; what kind of 
gadgets they have access to or what kind of snacks are in their 
fridge—aren’t as important as the insides. Sometimes people who 
seem cool on the outside are not very kind on the inside. And 
sometimes people who are a little messy on the outside have great 
friendship potential on the inside.” 
 

Activity #2- Soul Portraits  
 
What You Need: Paper, crayons/markers, stickers, nametags 

 
What You Do: 

 Have the kids draw a self portrait.  

 Invite kids to think of things they see and admire in the other 
kids “on the inside.” 

 They can use the pens to write those things around the 
outside of the other kids’ portraits, or they can “name” their 
friend as loving/kind/etc. with a nametag. Younger kids can put 
shiny stickers around the portraits or draw hearts or stars to 
show how they feel about that person. 

 Encourage kids to be specific and not just say, “Nice,” but 
instead, “Kind to the little kids at church,” “Helps his grandma 
with the grocery shopping on Saturdays,” “Brave because she 
stuck up for me at school,” “Thoughtful because he can cheer 
me up with a good joke,” etc.  

 These notes can include talents or skills: artistic talent, good at 
math, fast runner, great story teller, works hard at soccer, 
finally learned that difficult song on the recorder, etc. These 
qualities show things like perseverance, commitment, and 
discipline—inner things that are hard to write or draw. 

 Spend some time on this, making sure kids are acting 
respectfully toward each other’s portraits.  

 If time allows, please write on your kids’ self-portraits and, if 
you can, make a portrait of yourself that kids can comment on 
as well.  

 
What You Say: 
“I love getting to be with all of you awesome people each week in life 
group. Thank you so much for showing each other how wonderfully 
God has made you on the inside as well as the outside. These 
portraits are like blueprints that show the walls of a house and all the 
rooms inside where people actually live. Your outside is just what you 
look like, but your inside is who you are.  
 
“It is important that we show each other how valuable we think our 
friends are because of who they are on the inside; it’s also important 
that we remember to show by our actions that all people have value 
because of what’s inside them. That’s why [Bottom Line] God 
wants me to see what really matters.  


