
Kid’s Slot – March 10-16 

 
The Lost Sheep 

 
OVERVIEW: Between You and Me (The Lost Sheep) • God 

wants to have a relationship with me. 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 15:1-7 
 
WHAT YOU NEED: Cotton balls, craft sticks, straws, Bibles, 

Crayons, Paper 

 
ICEBREAKER: Have you ever lost something that you loved? 

How did you find it?  
 
READ: The Lost Sheep 
 

 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

 Read Luke 15:1-7.  

 What prompted Jesus to tell the story of the lost sheep? 
(Luke 15:1-2) 

 Why did it bother the religious leaders (Pharisees) that 
Jesus ate with and welcomed people who were 
sinners?  

 Think about the shepherd searching for their lost sheep. 
What could he have been thinking or feeling?  

 Why did the shepherd leave 99 sheep to find the one 
lost sheep? Why do you think the shepherd never 
stopped searching for the lost sheep? 

 What happened when the sheep was found? 

 What does this story tell us about God’s desire to have 
a relationship with us? 

o What does a relationship with God look like? What does 
it mean to have a relationship with God?  

o  When we admit or confess we sin, and when we 
believe Jesus died for the forgiveness of our sins, when 
we choose to have a relationship with God now and 
forever, God and all of heaven celebrates!) 

 
 
 
Hey, everyone! We have an amazing story today. It’s a story that 
Jesus told (hold up Bible) that shows how God feels about you and 
me. 
 
“Let me set the scene for you. Jesus was traveling from town to town, 
teaching people about God. And He was becoming really popular 
with the people. Some came to hear His teaching. Others came 
because they heard Jesus was healing people. And still others came 
because they were concerned about what Jesus was saying and 
doing, and they wanted to keep an eye on Him. There was always a 
crowd around Jesus. Everyone wanted to spend time with Him. 
 
“Sometimes Jesus would spend time with the religious leaders known 
as the Pharisees. This made sense, because Jesus was also a 
teacher. But Jesus also spent time with tax collectors, the sick, the 
poor, and the outcasts—people who were rejected by friends and 
family or who were known for doing the WRONG thing. 
 
“One day, tax collectors and other sinners gathered around Jesus to 
hear Him teach. The Pharisees, who were also nearby, talked quietly 
about Jesus. They didn’t understand why Jesus would allow these 
types of people to be near Him. They muttered . . . 
 
Open the Bible to Luke 15:2 (NIrV) and read (in a “muttering” voice). 
 
“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
 
“Jesus responded by telling them a parable.” 
 
A parable is a made-up story that someone tells in order to teach a 
real truth. Jesus used stories to teach people about Himself and 
about God. The story Jesus told to the Pharisees was about a 
shepherd and a flock of sheep.  
 
It’s the shepherd’s job to take care of the sheep and to protect them. 
The sheep trust the shepherd and follow him wherever he leads 
them. We are going to play a game of ‘Shepherd Says’? (To 
audience) This is just like ‘Simon Says.’ I will give you some 
instructions, and you have to do whatever the shepherd says. But if I 

The Lost Sheep 
 



don’t say, ‘Shepherd says,’ then you don’t do it. Oh, but we are going 
to make things harder. This balloon is going to be your sheep and you 
have to do whatever the shepherd says while holding your balloon 
sheep. Don’t let your sheep get out of control!” 
 
“All right. If you want to play, stand up! 
 
Pause while the kids stand up. 

 
“Wait a minute. Shepherd didn’t say! If we were playing ‘outs,’ 
everyone would have just lost! But let’s just play for fun. Shepherd 
says, ‘Sit back down.’ 
 
Host plays a few quick rounds of “Shepherd Says.” He can have the 
kids jump up and down, make a funny face, raise their right arm, raise 
their left arm, stomp their feet, flap their arms like a chicken, spin in a 
circle, shake their balloon high in the air, shake their balloon low to the 
ground, etc. To wrap up the game, he can have the kids “baa” like a 
sheep, then “baa” louder, then “baa” quietly. 
 
 “Nice job! That was fun. You all can have a seat. (Pause.) Shepherd 
says, ‘Have a seat.’” 
Wow, you all make a great flock! Our shepherd here was really good 
at leading you, too. You really had to trust him and listen to him. 
Sheep need a good shepherd to keep them safe. 
 
“That’s why Jesus told His story about a shepherd and sheep. He 
knew that the people would understand exactly what He was talking 
about. Remember, the Pharisees were wondering why Jesus would 
spend time with ‘sinners.’ Listen to what Jesus told them.” 
 
Read Luke 15:4a (NIrV). 
 
 “Suppose one of you has 100 sheep and loses one of them.” 

 
 “Oh, no! Let’s see. We have less than 100 sheep in this room, but 
let’s pretend there are exactly 100. Now, I need one volunteer. 
 
Choose one older kid. Complement the kid on his sheep balloon, 
pointing out some of the unique things about it. Ask him if he’s named 
his sheep yet. If so, ask its name. If not, help him name it. 

 

“Let’s pretend [sheep’s name] has gotten lost from the rest of the 
flock. Maybe he saw a patch of grass that looked good to munch on, 
or he just got distracted by something shiny. Whatever the reason, 
[sheep's name] wandered away from the flock and got lost.  
 
Now, hold on a minute. The shepard still has 99 sheep. He could stay 
with the 99 and let the one lost sheep fend for itself, right? It’s only 
ONE sheep. Do you think that’s what Jesus said? (Pause for 
response.) Of course not! Let’s see what else He said to the 
Pharisees.” 
 
Hand the Bible to a kid so he can read Luke 15:4 (NIrV). 
 
 “Suppose one of you has 100 sheep and loses one of them. Won’t 
he leave the 99 in the open country? Won’t he go and look for the 
one lost sheep until he finds it?” 
 
 “You bet he would! He LOVES [sheep’s name]. He would leave the 
other 99 sheep and do whatever it took to find him.” 
  
Guess what. That wasn’t the end of the story Jesus told. Here’s the 
best part. 
 
Open the Bible and read Luke 15:5-6 (NIrV). 
 
“When he finds it,”—the sheep—“he will joyfully put it on his 
shoulders and go home. 
 
“Then he will call his friends and neighbors together. He will say . . 
.Luke 15:6  
 
“‘Be joyful with me. I have found my lost sheep.’” (NIrV) 
 
“Jesus said when the shepherd found the lost sheep, he was filled 
with joy! He wanted to share the exciting news with everyone, so he 
invited all his friends over for a party. 
 
“Our lost sheep, [sheep’s name], has been found, so we should 
celebrate! Let’s do that right now with a 30-second dance party! I 
want to see your best dance moves! Everybody stand up. You might 
want to get a little room so you can really get down. Ready? [Sheep’s 
name] has been found! Let’s party! 



 
Remember, Jesus just said that the shepherd would celebrate with his 
friends and neighbors because he had found his lost sheep.” 
 

Hand the Bible to Host so 
he can read Luke 15:7 
(NIrV). 

 
 “I tell you, it will be the same in heaven. There will be great joy when 
one sinner turns away from sin. Yes, there will be more joy than for 99 
godly people who do not need to turn away from their sins.” 
 
“Okay. Here’s the thing about this story. It isn’t really about sheep. It’s 
about PEOPLE. 
 
In the story, the shepherd represents God, and the sheep represent 
us. When we sin—when we make an unwise choice and disobey 
God—we are separated from God. God is holy and perfect, and that 
means He can’t be where there is sin. It’s as if we are lost. 
 
But God doesn’t leave us. Just like Jesus said about the shepherd and 
the sheep, God goes to FIND us. God loves us so much that He made 
a way for us to be with Him again. He sent His one and only Son, 
Jesus, to earth. Jesus lived a perfect life. He never did anything wrong 
and never sinned. He always obeyed God. Then Jesus died. He was 
crucified on a cross to pay for our sins. Even though He didn’t deserve 
it, Jesus took our punishment and gave up His life so that if we 
believe, we can have a relationship with God that will last FOREVER. 
 
“Remember this: “God wants to have a relationship with me. 
 
“You can put your name in that sentence. 
 
 “God wants to have a relationship with me, [your name].” 
 
“God loves every single person on this planet, including you and me. 
He loves us so much that He’ll never leave us. He’ll always come to 
find us! 
 
“Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, we don’t have to be separated from God 
anymore. We don’t have to be lost. Our sin no longer has to get in the 
way. When we accept Jesus as our Savior, we can receive the 

amazing gift of a forever relationship with God. [Basic Truth] We can 
trust God no matter what, because He was willing to sacrifice 
EVERYTHING to be with us. 
 
“When someone puts their faith in Jesus, God is so joyful and happy 
that He throws a party! God, Jesus, and all the angels celebrate when 
one person chooses Jesus. Can you imagine the parties they have in 
heaven? 
 
Let’s pray and thank God for making a way to have a relationship with 
us.” 
 
 
Pray 
 “God, thank You for this amazing story that Jesus told about Your 
love. We know that You’re perfect and we’re not. Our sin separates 
us from You. Like the sheep in the story, we are lost and alone in our 
sin. But God, You made a way to save us! Thank You for sending 
Jesus to die for our sins so that we can be forgiven and have a 
relationship with You. I pray that every person in this room would 
understand just how much You love them and that they would get to 
experience that relationship for themselves. We love You, and we 
pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 

and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


Activity #1- Get Your Head in the Game 
 
What You Need: Cotton balls, craft sticks, straws 
 
What You Do: 

 Explain that kids will compete in a race. 

 To play: 
o Give each kid four craft sticks, 10 “sheep” (a.k.a. cotton 

balls), and a straw. 
o Instruct kids to build a sheep pen by forming an open-

ended square with three of their craft sticks.  
o Line kids up about 10 feet from their sheep pen.  
o By blowing through their straws, kids “herd their sheep” 

from the “pasture” into their sheep pen. 
o The first “shepherd” to have all 10 “sheep” in his or her 

pen and to close the pen door with the fourth craft stick 
wins. 

o If time allows, play again, this time moving one sheep 
away from each of the flocks. 

 
What You Say: 
“No sheep left behind! That could be the name of this game. What do 
you know about sheep? (Let kids answer. Be prepared to share a fact 
or two about sheep to prompt kids.) Anyone have a guess what sheep 
have to do with discovering who you are meant to be? [Transition] 
Let’s head to Large Group to discover what sheep have to do 
with individuality.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity #2- Free Choice Memory Verse 
 
What You Need: Bibles, Paper & Crayons  
 
What You Do: 

 Circle up and have the kids sit on the floor in your small group 
area. 

 Select a volunteer to look up Psalm 139:14. Remind her that 
you can usually find the book of Psalms by opening to the 
center of your Bible. 

 Select another volunteer to read the verse aloud.  

 Say the first word of the memory verse along with one motion 
(like a clap, a wink, a head nod, or a silly face). The kid to 
your left will say the next word of the verse as they perform a 
new motion. Continue around the circle clockwise, as each 
child says the next word of the verse and performs their own 
individual motion. They may not repeat a motion they’ve 
already seen.  

 Continue around the circle until you finish the verse, including 
the reference. 

 Repeat three or four more times. Make sure to select a 
different kid to start the verse each time. 

 
What You Say: 
“I love our memory verse for this month. The individual and unique 
way that God made you is wonderful and amazing! There is no one in 
the history of the world exactly like you. And God LOVES you more 
than you could ever imagine. He sent Jesus to prove just how much 
He loves you. So remember,  [Bottom Line] God wants to have a 
relationship with me.” 
 
 

 


