
Kid’s Slot March 31-April 6 

 
The Big Dipper (Jesus’ baptism & John calls Jesus Lamb of God) 

 
OVERVIEW: The Big Dipper (Jesus’ baptism & John calls Jesus Lamb 
of God) • Discovering what God says helps you follow Jesus.  
 
PREPARATION: Bibles, pens, paper, stopwatch  
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: John 1:19-42 (Supporting: Matthew 3, Mark 
1:1-11, Luke 3:1-22) 
 
ICEBREAKER: Baptized 

 Ask kids if they have been baptized, making sure to guide the 
conversation based on your church’s beliefs and traditions for 
baptism. 

o Have you seen someone get baptized?  
o Do you know what it means to get baptized? 

 
READ: The Big Dipper (Jesus’ baptism & John calls Jesus Lamb 
of God) 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

 A couple of weeks ago we talked about how discovering what 
God says helps us to know Jesus. What were some things God 
tells us about Jesus? Think back on the verses you looked up 
for your Star Booklet. (Jesus is God’s Son; He never changes; 
He forgives; He is alive; etc.) 

 What does it look like to follow Jesus?  

 Does knowing who Jesus is help you to trust Him? Does 
trusting Him help you to follow Him? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hey, guys! I am excited to see all of you. Just like you guys were 
stumped by [Host’s name]’s devious shape riddles, people back in 
biblical times were stumped. Long ago, the great prophet Isaiah 
described a special man who would get the people ready for the 
ultimate rescuer. Although many of God’s people would have known 
the words spoken by Isaiah, I doubt they would have pictured 
someone like John, who was Jesus’ cousin. 
 
God’s Word told of a Teacher who would come to earth to save 
people from their sins, but Jesus hadn’t made His grand entrance yet, 
so folks were looking wherever they could for a savior. And a whole 
lot of people seemed to think that John was that savior. But was he? 
That is the exact puzzle or riddle we will be exploring this morning.  
 
John was Jesus’ cousin, and he was ALL ABOUT spreading God’s 
Word. You might have heard him called by his nickname: John the 
Baptist. 
 
John wanted the whole world to know about the Word of God and the 
benefits of following God. And, back in this day, there were a lot of 
people talking about God’s Word! But John tended to turn more 
heads than most. For one thing, he dressed in some crazy clothes. 
The Bible says he wore camel hair, which I’d imagine got pretty itchy! 
Now I’m going to assume if you wear camel hair clothing, then your 
hair would be pretty wild! 
 
And lastly, John the Baptist was well-known for his dietary habits. 
Namely, he had a reputation for eating bugs 
 
So people saw this camel hair-wearing, crazy-haired, cricket-eating 
dude and clearly thought there was something different about this 
guy! Then, when John spoke, folks heard him teach about God’s 
truth. He urged people to confess their sins, change their ways, and 
live for God. As they listened, many thought John was unlike any 
other guy they’d ever met. John also was known to baptize people! 
Lots of people! 
 
He earned the nickname John the Baptist because of all those people 
he baptized! As his reputation grew, so did his following. Large 
numbers of people would sit and listen to his teachings. At this point, 
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people began to wonder who this John the Baptist guy really was. And 
here lies the conundrum: people began to think maybe John was this 
Messiah everyone had been anticipating—the one God promised! The 
Jewish religious leaders weren’t sure what to think of this wild man 
down by the river. And they began to question: Who was this John 
guy?! 

 
But John the Baptist was quick to let them know who he wasn’t. The 
Bible says (open Bible and read John 1:20): [John] did not try to hide 
the truth. He spoke to them openly. He said, “I am not the Messiah” 
(NIrV). 
 
Determined to figure him out, we read: They asked him, “Then who 
are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not” Are you the Prophet 
we’ve been expecting?” they asked. “No,” he answered (John 1:21 
NIrV). 
 
So John made it pretty clear that he wasn’t the savior they were 
looking for, but they were still confused. So they asked (open Bible 
and read John 1:22): “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back 
to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” (NIrV). 

 
John said: I’m the messenger who is calling in the desert, “Make the 
way for Lord straight” (John 1:23 NIrV). Yep, he was just a wild man 
who was crazy about God. 
 
Well, one day while John was at the Jordan River, he was doing what 
he did best:  
baptizing . . . and baptizing some more. 
 
Jesus showed up and asked John to baptize Him. However, John tried 
to stop this from happening because he felt Jesus should be baptizing 
HIM! Jesus insisted it must be this way and John consented. 
 
The moment Jesus was baptized, the sky opened up. The Spirit of 
God soared down in the form of a dove! About that time, a voice from 
heaven called out: 
 
Upon hearing that, John knew God had just confirmed Jesus was the 
Messiah—the One sent to rescue His people! And although the riddle 
seemed to be solved, it did not make John the Baptist any less weird 
to the people. Let’s give a warm round of applause for [SGL’s name].” 

 
John announced to the crowd that THIS Man standing in front of him 
was the Savior they were all looking for! And the people that followed 
John the Baptist in his journey spreading God’s Word looked Jesus 
up and down and knew without a SHADOW of a doubt that John was 
RIGHT. In fact, two of Jesus’ 12 disciples left John the Baptist and 
came to follow Him—Andrew and Peter! 
 
In one fell swoop, John the Baptist answered one of the greatest 
riddles faced by the church. Who was this Messiah they were looking 
for? Where was He? And John said: ‘This dude, right here, this Jesus 
dude? HE’s the One you want. HE’s the One you should follow. I am 
but a mouthpiece for a far greater plan.’ 
 
Salvation Message 
“Just like John the Baptist discovered who Jesus is, I believe it is 
incredibly important for you to understand who Jesus is too! Following 
Jesus isn’t something strange or complicated. It just means you’ve 
realized that Jesus is God’s Son. As you dig through God’s Word, we 
pray you’ll see Jesus is the Messiah—the One God sent to pay the 
debt for all our sins! He did this when He, the perfect Lamb of God, 
died on the cross. The awesome part was Jesus didn’t stay dead! He 
came back to life three days later and defeated death. All of the 
details can be found in the Bible. It shows just how much God loves 
us! Even though we are imperfect, God gave us a path to Him 
through Jesus Christ. However, this is something you must discover 
for yourself by reading God’s Word! Our Bottom Line says it best! 
  
[Bottom Line] “Discovering what God says helps you follow 
Jesus. If you have questions about what God says or what it means 
to follow Jesus, ask your Small Group Leader or someone you know 
who follows Jesus. It’s a discovery you won’t regret. Let’s pray.” 
 
“Dear God, thank You for the way John the Baptist pointed people to 
Jesus. It is awesome we get to hear this story so many years later by 
reading Your Word. Please help us to discover who You are through 
the Scriptures and to point others to Jesus as well. We love You and 
we ask all these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 

and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 

 

Mirror, Mirror  
 
What You Need: Mirror (optional) 
 
What You Do: 

 Guide kids in a slow-motion Follow the Leader style game. 

 If you have a mirror, let kids take turns slowly doing an 
action or two and watching their reflection do the exact 
same thing. Then tell them they’re going to BE the mirror for 
one of their friends! 

 Invite each child to find a partner. 

 Guide partners to stand facing each other and choose one 
child to be the “leader.”  

 The leader slowly moves her body while the other child 
mirrors her movements. The leader may put a finger on her 
nose and then a hand on her head, slowly segue to assume 
a ninja pose, and then stand on one foot and place her 
hands on her shoulders. The kids’ creativity is the  
only limit! 

 Let kids switch roles so the followers can be leaders, and 
vice versa.  

 
What You Say: 
“Great job! You each focused on your leader and tried to do exactly 
what they did. Following Jesus is a little bit like that. Following 
Jesus means that you’ve discovered who Jesus is—God’s Son—
and that you want to be like Him in how you love God and love 
others. And here’s the cool thing: when you decide to follow Jesus, 
you don’t have to do it on your own; God gives you His Spirit to help 
you! 
 
[Make It Personal] (In kid-friendly words, briefly tell how you 
came to discover who Jesus is and how discovering what God 
said helped you decide to follow Him.)  
 
“So remember: [Bottom Line] Discovering what God says helps 
you follow Jesus.” 
 

 

What’s Missing? 
 
What You Need: Tray with a variety of objects, towel or other cover 
 
What You Do: 

 Set the tray of objects where each kid can see it. Guide the 
kids to look carefully at the objects for 10 to 15 seconds.  

 Cover the tray with a towel and instruct the kids to close 
their eyes. Then remove and hide one item. (At this age, 
you’ll probably have one or two who are trying to peek, so 
make sure they couldn’t see what you’re doing even if 
they’re peeking!) 

 Lead kids to open their eyes and challenge them to say 
which item is missing. When the kids identify the missing 
object, return that item to the tray. 

 Continue play as time allows. For each additional round, 
give kids less and less time to study the tray’s contents 
before you remove an item. 

 
 
What You Say: 
 “In today’s story, you’ll meet some people who find a missing 
piece. The missing piece they find isn’t a thing, but something 
true that makes everything else make sense. What is the thing 
that was missing from their lives?” 
 

 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/

