
Kid’s Slot – February 24-March 2  

 
Give in Secret 

 
OVERVIEW: Secret Service (Give in Secret) • Serve others 

without looking for applause. 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 6:1-4 
 
WHAT YOU NEED: Bible, crayons, Coins, blindfold, Bible 
 
ICEBREAKER: What is something that deserves a lot of 

applause?  
 
READ: Give in Secret 

 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

 What is an example of someone doing something just to 
get a pat on the back or a round of applause? It can be a 
true story (no names) or one you come up with. 

 On the other hand, what is an example of someone doing 
something but not getting attention or praise for it? Again, 
it can be a true or imaginary story. 

 Why do you think we enjoy applause so much? 

 Why is receiving applause and recognition a bad motive 
for doing anything? 

 What are some fun ways you can serve others without 
them ever knowing it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Clap once, and look at the kids. They’ll probably just stare back 
at you. Clap once again. Continue until they finally catch on and 
clap back in response. Then clap twice and wait for their 
response. Continue clapping different rhythms in a call and 
response. Then clap applause-style, as though for the end of a 
performance. Slowly wind down and then put your hands at 
your side. Wait until the kids do the same. 
 
“That was fun! I love clapping. All of us have clapped for 
someone before—like maybe at a game, a performance, or a 
recital. There are lots of ways you can clap, too, like a very 
proper golf clap. 
 
Do a golf clap. 
 

Or a standing ovation! 
 
Do an enthusiastic standing ovation while screaming 
“WOOOOOO!” 
 
Let me ask you a question. Do you think it’s more fun to clap or 
to be the one who people are clapping FOR? 
 
Pause to let them respond. 
 

I think if we’re being honest, most of us would say it feels good 
to be clapped FOR—to be recognized when we do something 
well. (Pause.) If we’re REALLY honest, we want to be 

recognized when we serve someone, too. 
 
Jesus actually had something to say about that. One day, when 
He was sitting on a mountainside, Jesus said this to His 
followers. It’s found in the book of Matthew. 
 
Open the Bible to Matthew 6:1-4 (NIrV) and read. 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 

and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

Give in Secret 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


“Be careful not to do good deeds in front of other people. Don’t 
do those deeds to be seen by others. . . . When you give to 
needy people, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing. . . . Your Father will reward you, because he sees what 
you do secretly.” 

 
Wow. Jesus didn’t hold back, did He? Those were strong words. 
But they were words that His followers needed to hear back 
then. They’re words that we need to hear today, too.  
 
Why do you think we love applause? Any thoughts?  
 
Allow kids to answer. Look for answers like: “It makes us feel 
good.” “We feel like we did something good.” “It makes us feel 
important or valuable.” 

 
Those are all good answers. It’s not bad to want to feel 
appreciated for something we’ve done. But when it comes to 
serving others, Jesus said there’s a better way.” 
 
We can serve to get applause OR, like Jesus said, we can 
choose to serve in secret.  
 
Let’s say you walk in from school and see that the dishwasher is 
full of clean dishes. How would it look if you wanted to serve to 
get the applause?” 
 
 Would you say something like, (In a loud obnoxious voice) 

“Attention, everyone! I notice that the dishwasher is full of clean 
dishes. I, [your name], am going to do the right thing and empty 
them. Did you hear that? I am doing something I don’t have to 
do, but I am doing it anyway!” 
 
Well, that’s certainly one way to do it. Now, how would you do it 
if you were serving in secret? 
 

You could say something like, “It looks like no one’s here. Let’s 
see how quickly and quietly I can get these dishes put away. I 

bet no one will even notice, but it’ll make my parents’ day so 
much better!” 
 
What about this one? You’ve heard that there’s a great need for 
clothes and food for people who don’t have homes who are 
living in or around our city. How might you serve in a way that’s 
looking for applause? 
 
You could say, (In a proud voice) “Let’s see, where is the 

busiest intersection I can go in town so everyone will see me? 
Okay, that one looks good. Hello, sir. You look cold. Can I offer 
you one of these newly purchased scarves I bought with my 
own money? No, it’s really no problem. I’m here to serve. And 
you look like you’re hungry. Would you like this can of organic 
soup? Nothing but the best when it comes to serving others, I 
always say.” 
 
That was . . . something. I think there’s a way you can do that 
without trying to get so much attention for yourself. You might 
say something like this…  
 
“Hi. I’ve got a box of items to donate. No—it’s okay—you don’t 
need to write my name down on the form. I don’t need credit for 
it. Do you need any help handing this stuff out or maybe 
working in the back to sort all the donations? Awesome! I’d love 
to sign up.”  
 
That is much more of a ‘serving in secret’ attitude. It’s not that 
you have to HIDE what you’re doing, but you’re not trying to get 
attention for the good things you’re doing either.” 
 
Let’s do one more. Let’s say you’re at school, and you notice 
the bookshelf in your classroom is super messy and 
unorganized. What would it look like if you served so you could 
get lots of attention and praise?” 
 
It would look something like this, (In a bragging tone) “Um, Ms. 

Scott, I just finished organizing your bookshelf. Did you notice 
how awful it was? All the K’s were in the T section, and 



everything else was mixed up around it, and it was so dusty, too. 
I put all the books back in order, and I dusted the shelves, and I 
did it all without being asked! Shouldn’t I get to move up on our 
behavior chart?” 
 
Whoa! That sounded like you were hoping your teacher would 
notice what you did so she’d reward you. But I think there’s 
probably a better way to serve. What if you chose to serve just 
because you saw a need and you wanted to help? Let’s try that 
again. 
 
 (Talking to yourself, but loud enough for the audience to hear) 

“Phew! That was harder than I expected. But I’m so glad I got it 
done while Ms. Scott was talking to the principal. It should make 
her job much easier now!” 
 
I think you could keep serving in secret like that, you’ll find that 
you get a lot more joy—even if you don’t get more attention.  
 
You and I have a mission—a secret mission to serve others 
without looking for applause. It’s just better that way. And guess 
what. God sees what we do even if others don't. We serve to 
help people, not to be noticed. We serve because we know God 
wants us to. Remember what Jesus said? 
 
Open the Bible to Matthew 6:1-4 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Be careful not to do good deeds in front of other people. Don’t 
do those deeds to be seen by others. . . . When you give to 
needy people, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing. . . . Your Father will reward you, because he sees what 
you do secretly.” 
 
God made us to serve—not to be noticed. That means we 
should make service all about others, not about ourselves. 
Serve others without looking for applause.” 
 
“Let’s talk to God and ask Him to help us with our secret 
mission.” 

Pray 
“Dear God, thank You for Your amazing love. Thank You for 
loving us so much that You sent Jesus to die for our sins so we 
can have a relationship with You forever. Your love makes us 
want to show love to others, too. Help us to serve without 
wanting to get something in return. Help us remember to serve 
others in secret so that it really is about THEM and not about us 
getting attention or applause. We love You, and we ask these 
things in Jesus’ name, amen.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity #1- Verses to Take with You  
 
What You Need: Bible, crayons, Paper 

 
What You Do: 

 Sit in a circle then spread the crayons across the floor 
within everyone’s reach. 

 Talk about the way colors often express a mood or 
feeling. Dark colors generally represent a more serious 
mood than lighter colors.  

 Explain that you will read a verse then you’ll ask them to 
choose a crayon color that represents how they feel 
about it. They can choose their colors based on an 
attitude they have, a memory of a situation that comes to 
mind, a person who did or didn’t live out the verse, or a 
way the verse challenges them in some way.  

 Allow each person time to select a color after you read 
each verse, then ask them to share why they chose the 

colors they did. 

 Include yourself in the activity by choosing a crayon and 
using it to open further discussion about the meaning of 
the verse and how to apply it. 

 Read aloud: 
o Ephesians 6:7 
o Romans 12:3 
o Matthew 25:23 
o Colossians 3:23a 

 Use the following questions as needed to open up 
discussion and help students understand how to live out 
the principles in each verse. 

o What type of situation would be a good time to 
remember this verse? 

o What do you find encouraging about this verse? 
o How can you overcome the challenges that make 

this verse hard to live out? 
o What are some benefits of living out this verse? 

 
 

Activity #2- Yes, Chef! 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed  

 
What You Do: 

 Arrange your kids in a group in the middle of your area 
so they’re facing you.  

 You’re now the Chef. You give the orders in the kitchen. 
Give a variety of orders that all the kids have to follow at 
the same time. 

 Some of the orders can be:  
o “Comin’ in hot!” Kids pretend to hold a hot dish in 

their hands and run in place.  
o “Chop the onions!” Kids make a chopping motion 

with a hand and then pretend to cry.  
o “Go to the walk-in!” Kids run to the left side of the 

room.  
o “Go to the pass!” Kids run to the right side of the 

room. 
o “Flip those burgers!” Kids pretend to flip burgers 

on a spatula.  
o “Eyes up!” Kids all stand at attention and say, 

“Yes Chef!” 
o “Cooking stations!” Kids form groups of three and 

link arms.  
o “Mouse!” Kids drop to all fours. 
o “Sizzle plate!” Two kids stand across from each 

other and stretch out their arms toward each 
other; another kid sits under their arms and makes 
“sizzling” sounds.  

 You can choose older kids to be sous chefs and call 
orders from the crowd to make it more challenging in 
later rounds. Kids must obey the sous chefs’ orders 
unless it conflicts with your current order. But if they can 
do both, they must.  

 
 
 



What You Say: 
“Who was the most important person to pay attention to in this 
game? (Allow for discussion.) That’s right, the Chef. When you 

were playing the game, you weren’t worried about how the other 
people thought you were doing, and you weren’t watching them. 
Your focus was on the Chef.  In our lives, we want to pay most 
attention to God. He is the one we want to please. We don’t 
have to worry about getting applause or getting noticed by other 
people for serving. If you didn’t care if anyone noticed, what 
kinds of things could you do to serve others?  
 
Activity #3- Bible Story Extension  
 
What You Need: Coins, blindfold, Bible 

 
What You Do: 

 Sit in a circle. 

 Give each student a coin. 

 Choose one person to sit in the middle of the circle and 

put on a blindfold.  

 Let the students take turns silently placing their coins on 

the floor near the person in the center. If the blindfolded 
student thinks he hears someone and points in the right 
direction, that person is caught.  

 Switch places and repeat several times. 

 When finished, talk about the game while directing 
students back to the principles found in today’s lesson: 
serve without looking for applause. 

o How did it feel to go unnoticed in the game? 
o When do you like to be noticed? Why? 

o Why do we get upset when no one notices 
something good we’ve done? Is that okay? Why or 
why not? 

 Invite one or two students to read Matthew 6:1-4 aloud to 
review the lesson. 

o What can you do to watch out for your motives and 
attitude when serving others? 

o What does it mean to not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing? 

o Based on what Jesus said in these verses, is it 
wrong to serve when you just want credit for doing 
something nice? Explain. 

o If you are applauded and recognized for 
something you did, what is the best way to 
respond? What should your response be if your 
good work goes completely unnoticed? 

 Challenge the students to think of ways they can serve 
others this week and do so as quietly and unnoticed as 
they were when they moved the coins earlier in the 
game.  

 
 


