
Kid’s Slot – February 17-23 

 
Feeding 5,000 

 

OVERVIEW: Give a Little Bit (Feeding 5,000) • Use what you 
have to serve others. 
 

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: John 6:1-13 
 
WHAT YOU NEED: Lunch bag filled with small items, Construction or 
drawing paper, markers, scissors 
 
ICEBREAKER: If you could be any animal what would you be? Why?  
 

READ: Feeding 5,000 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

 Do you know anyone who reminds you of the boy who shared 
his meal in today’s Bible story? In what ways has that person 
shared what they have with others? 

 What can sharing what you have to meet the needs of others 
do for you and your attitude? 

 What gets in the way of you serving God with all you have? 

 It’s easy to share with others if you have a lot. Agree or 
disagree? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Hi everyone! We have a great story that the disciple John told in John 
6. (Hold up Bible.) John was one of Jesus’ closest friends. He walked 
with Jesus, talked with Jesus, and lived life with Jesus. He certainly 
knew that Jesus had the power to do anything He wanted, any way 
He wanted, on His own. But still, Jesus invited the people around Him 
to be part of His work. One day by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus chose 
three people to be part of His plan.” 
 
Jesus had been teaching people and healing people. This day in 
particular had probably been a long day for Jesus and His disciples. 
At some point in the day, Jesus had crossed to the far side of the Sea 
of Galilee with His friends, looking for a chance to rest. 
 
But when they sat down on the mountainside, they discovered the 
crowds had followed—whoops! And not only that, it was also 
dinnertime. John (Hold up Bible) tells us over 5,000 people showed 
up. 
 
Now, I don’t know how things go at YOUR house, but in my house, 
when it gets close to dinnertime, we get HANGRY. That’s like a 
combination of hungry and angry. Can you imagine what it might 
have been like to have over 5,000 hangry people staring at you? That 
might have seemed like a problem for the disciples, but it wasn’t a 
problem for Jesus. 
 
When it’s about 5:00 in the evening, what question might you ask 
your mom or dad? (Pause for response.) Right. ‘What’s for dinner?’ 
 
Jesus actually asked Philip that question—sort of.  
 
Open the Bible to John 6:5 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“He said: “Where can we buy bread for these people to eat?” 
 
Now, Jesus already knew how He would feed them, but He wanted to 
give others a chance to be a part of what He was doing. That’s why 
He asked Philip where they could buy bread. He wanted to see if 
Philip would trust Him to provide for the crowd. 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 

and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

Feeding 5,000 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


But Philip wasn’t thinking of what Jesus could do. Instead, he thought 
of what it would cost to feed all those people. He said this to Jesus. 
 
Read John 6:7 (NIrV). 
 
“Suppose we were able to buy enough bread for each person to have 
just a bite. That would take more than half a year’s pay! 
 
Another disciple named Andrew tried to help. He had found a boy with 
five small loaves of bread and two fish. 
 
Still, Andrew knew such a small amount of food wouldn’t go very far 
with such a large crowd. At least that’s what he THOUGHT. 
 
But Jesus already knew what He was going to do. He had the people 
all sit down, and He took the loaves of bread and thanked God for 
them. Then He began to hand out the bread to everyone. 
 
Then He did the same thing with the fish. Not only did Jesus have 
enough bread and fish to feed everyone, but John tells us that they 
also had LEFTOVERS! 
 
There was enough food left over from those five pieces of bread and 
two fish to fill not one, not two . . . (continue counting), but TWELVE 
baskets! 
 
Amazing! Jesus had used the gift of ONE small boy to feed 
THOUSANDS of people! The boy gave what he had, and Jesus used 
it to perform an amazing miracle. 
 
God can work through us, too. He works through us when we use 
what we have to serve others. Think about what God has given you. 
Maybe it’s a talent. Maybe it’s money or clothes or toys. Or maybe it’s 
your time or your energy. No matter what it might be or how small it 
might seem, think about how you can use what you have to serve, and 
watch what God can do through you! 
 
Let’s ask God to help us figure out how we can do that. Will you pray 
with me?” 
 
 
 

Pray 
 “Dear God, thank You for all the things You’ve given us. It’s amazing 
to see how You used one boy’s small dinner to feed a huge crowd of 
people. Help us to remember that You can do big things with anything 
we have to offer. Please help each of us to see what WE have to 
offer . . . and please help us remember to use it to serve others. We 
love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
Sometimes serving people comes easy. Maybe you see someone 
struggling to open the door in front of you or trying to carry too many 
grocery bags, and it’s easy to jump in and help. But other times, you 
really have to think about it. You might see a need, but you’re not 
sure how to help. 
 
Sometimes situations like that can seem impossible. You might think, 
‘How can I help with a problem that big?’ But look what happened 
when one small boy gave Jesus just a little bit of bread and fish. His 
dinner became dinner for thousands of people! God can do big things 
with what we have to offer. You can use what you have to serve 
others.  
 
 Maybe you only have a few dollars to donate to charity. It might not 
seem like enough to make a difference. But just remember how five 
loaves of bread and two little fish fed a whole crowd of people! 
Whatever you have, you can use what you have to serve others. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity #1- Get Your Head in the Game 
 
What You Need: What You Need: Construction or drawing paper, 
markers, scissors 
 
What You Do:  

 Invite kids to trace their hands on a piece of construction paper 
and cut them out.  

 Kids can decorate one side of the hands.  

 On the other side, help them write the Bottom Line for today: 
[Bottom Line] Use what you have to serve others. 

 Then let kids hold their hands out while you pray, asking God 
to help them use their time, skills, and stuff to serve others this 
week.  

 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, we know that everything we have comes from You, and 
we are thankful for all You’ve provided. Please help us to use what 
You’ve given us to serve others. Give us the strength to not be selfish 
and to serve cheerfully. We ask this in Jesus’ name, amen.  
 
“I can’t wait to hear next week about the ways you found to [Bottom 
Line] use what you have to serve others!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity #2- Some Call This a Lunch Bag 
 
What You Need: Lunch bag filled with small items 
 
What You Do: 

 Guide kids to sit in a circle.   

 Hold the lunch bag and say, “Some call this a lunch bag, but I 
call it a way to [Bottom Line] use what you have to serve 
others.” 

 Pull one item from the bag and say, “Some call THIS a (name 
the item), but I call it (name a way you could use the item to 
serve others).” For example, you might say, “Some call this a 
box of crayons, but I call it a gift I could give to a friend who’s 
sick.” 

 Pass the bag to the next person and they will pick one item 
out of the bag and do the same thing.   

 Continue passing the lunch bag around the circle, guiding 
each child to name a way the item could help serve others.  

 If a child is stuck for an idea, ask prompting questions to help 
them. Also, if a child is shy or reluctant to answer, graciously 
invite him to either whisper an answer in your ear or choose 
another child to answer for him. 

 Continue as time remains, but be sure to end the game when 
interest is still high. It is okay for an item to be picked more 
than once since there are many ways to use each item to 
serve others. 

 
What You Say: 
“Wow. You guys came up with some really creative ways to use 
ordinary things to serve others. What are some things YOU have that 
you could use to serve others? (I can share my cookies at lunch; I 
can share my stuffed animal with my friend; I can smile when 
someone seems sad; I can help my mom carry in the groceries; I can 
open the door for others; etc.) Great ideas! And you know what? 
When you [Bottom Line] use what you have to serve others, God 
can take what you give and do great things with it! So remember: 
[Bottom Line] Use what you have to serve others, and then watch 
what God can do!” 
 
 
 
 


