
January 23 - Putting God FIRST 
 
Jesus - “Seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well.” (Matthew 6:33) 
 
This week, we’re learning about how to get our prayers for God’s provision answered in 
our lives. One of the things that we’ve noticed from Jesus’ Model Prayer is that we’re to honor 
and praise our Heavenly Father, and seek His kingdom and will before we pray for His provision 
in our lives (Matthew 6:9-11). Jesus also said in Matthew 6:33 that when we put God first in our 
lives, He will take care of our needs. So, what are some tangible steps we can take to “put God 
first” in our lives? 
 
We should put God first in our Finances. King Solomon said in Proverbs 3:9-10, “Honor the 
Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to 
overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” When Solomon said that we are to give 
God the “first fruits” of our income, he was saying that our giving will reflect whether or not our 
Heavenly Father is a top priority in our lives. Just looking at our bank and credit card statements 
will help us to see who or what is top priority in our lives. And if our Heavenly Father is truly a 
top priority to us, our devotion to Him will be demonstrated by our giving to His work. 
Deuteronomy 14:23 in the Living Bible says, “The purpose of tithing is to teach you always to 
put God first in your lives.” 
 
We should put God first in our Interests. The Lord not only wants to be first in our finances, 
God also wants to be “first” in our businesses, careers, hobbies, fun-times, recreation, etc., in 
everything we find ourselves doing in our lives. The Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 10:31, 
“Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” That verse simply means that when we go to 
pursue any interest in our lives, we are to thank God for allowing us to do what we’re doing and 
we’re to ask Him to show us how to use us with those interests to glorify Him. 
 
We should put God first in our Relationships. What does that mean? It means that our 
Heavenly Father’s desires and will for our lives are to come before our family, friends and 
fiancé’s desires for us. Jesus said in Matthew 10:37, “If you love your father or mother more 
than you love Me, you are not worthy of being Mine; or if you love your son or daughter more 
than Me, you are not worthy of being Mine.” 
 
We should put God first in our Schedules. Paul wrote in Ephesians 5;17, “Don’t act 
thoughtlessly but understand what the Lord wants you to do.” So, how do we put our Heavenly 
Father first in our schedules? We put God “first” in our schedules when we make and keep a 
daily Bible reading, worship and prayer  “appointment” with Him (Luke 10:38-42). We also put 
God first in our schedules when we prioritize corporately worshipping with Him on weekly basis 
with other believers (Hebrews 10:22-25). Also, we put God first in our schedules when we ask 
the Lord to direct us as we compile our daily “to do” lists. 
 



We should put God first in our Troubles. When we’re hurting or struggling on the job, or 
feeling rejected or our finances are failing, or we’re having conflict with people or when life 
seems to be falling apart, prayer should not be our last resort but our first option. Psalm 46:1 
says, “God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.”  
 
Jesus said that when we put God FIRST in our lives, He will take care of our needs when we 
pray and ask Him to do so. So let’s put that principle into practice into tangible ways in the 
coming days. 
 
Follow Up Activity - Determine some steps that you need to take to put God FIRST in your 
Finances, Interests, Relationships, Schedule and Troubles, and make and begin to implement 
plans to make that happen. 
 
Prayer For Today - Dear Heavenly Father, You deserve to be first in every area of my life. Help 
me to learn to prioritize You as never before in every area of my life so that I can draw closer to 
You and experience Your supernatural peace, power and provision in my life. In the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 
 
Plan To Attend A Life Group This Week - Discover What Midweek Equipping/Training 
Opportunities Are Offered At Your Celebration Campus - www.celebrationchurch.org. 
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