
January 20 - Willing To Sacrifice 
 
Jesus – “If any of you wants to be My follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, 
shoulder your cross daily, and follow Me. If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. 
But if you give up your life for Me, you will find true life.” (Luke 9:23-24) 
 
Have you ever surrendered a lot in order to gain a lot? Jesus’ words in Luke 9:23-24 remind 
us that surrendering to God’s will costs us time, energy, money and other things - but the 
reward that comes from doing God’s will always exceed the costs of doing His will. 
 
Missiologists tell us that God is moving in great ways around our world. In Africa and Latin 
America, there is an incredible move of God in some nations, where 30,000 – 40,000 people a 
day are coming to faith in Jesus. In the Middle East, more people are coming to faith in Jesus 
during our day than at any other time in history, although committing their lives to Christ in those 
cultures sometimes costs people their lives. But perhaps where the Spirit of God is moving the 
greatest is in China, where 28,000 people a day are coming to faith in the Lord. Christians in 
China are seeing unprecedented miracles and moves of God. However, that doesn’t come 
without costs. I read recently about a Chinese Pastor who was in Hong Kong when the 
authorities came looking for him in Mainland China. They found his wife instead and in order to 
protect her husband, she told the authorities that she was the Pastor of the Church. So, the 
authorities arrested her, put her into prison and physically abused her before they released her. 
When her husband found out what had happened, he hurried back to take care of his wife. 
Before he returned to China’s Mainland, he told his friends in Hong Kong, “I deeply regret what 
has happened to my wife, but sometimes that’s the price for serving the Lord in our nation.” 
 
You and I will probably never have to go to prison for our faith or risk our lives like many 
Christians in our world have to do. But I can assure you there will have to be sacrifices if we 
are going to walk in God’s will and way for our lives. We may have to sacrifice some friendships, 
ungodly desires or career choices in order to follow God’s will. We may have to be willing to 
sacrifice some time or preferences in order to get connected with other Christians, grow in the 
Lord, or to get involved in ministry. We must always remember that living out God’s will requires 
sacrifice in our lives. However, the rewards that we experience from sacrificing to do the Lord’s 
will, will outweigh the costs of the sacrifices that we have to make. 
 
Someone once asked me why the Lord has blessed Celebration Church so greatly even 
though most of our Campuses are in a region that is not often very receptive to 
Evangelical Christianity.  My response was, “The only reason I can think of that the Lord has 
blessed our Church like He has is we’ve been willing to find God’s will, follow His will, and make 
whatever sacrifices it took to accomplish His will. That’s been the prescription for success for 
our Church family. And it’s the prescription for success for your life and my life as well.” 
 
Follow-up Activity - We will never go wrong surrendering and sacrificing in order to find and 
fulfill God’s will for our lives. Therefore, memorize this motto that we quote often at Celebration - 



“God’s will – Nothing more. Nothing less. Nothing else.” After memorizing that motto, take time 
to pray for our Church and to pray for Christians around the world who are having to sacrifice so 
much for the cause of Christ. 
 
Prayer For Today - Dear Heavenly Father, Please help me overcome whatever fears or 
struggles keep me from surrendering fully to Your way and will, and from sacrificing everything 
to follow You in my life. I’m standing on the promise of Jesus that if I give up my life for Him, I 
will find and experience “true life” - the “best life.” In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Plan To Join Us At Celebration This Weekend As We Learn About Accessing God’s 
Provision For Our Lives. Invite Friends and Family Members to come with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


