
January 18 - Fully Surrendered 
 
Jesus - “Pray . . . ‘Your kingdom come, Your will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 
6:9-10) 
 
One of my favorite verses in the Scriptures is James 1:22. That verse says: “Don’t just listen 
to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.” Every 
time I read that verse, I’m reminded of the fact that I and many others have only “fooled 
ourselves” because we’ve been “hearers of God’s Word” rather than “doers of God’s Word.” 
 
When it comes to fulfilling the Lord’s will in our lives, we are often “hearers of His will” or 
“know-ers of His will” but not “doers of His will.” Like James says, when that occurs, we are 
only fooling ourselves - we’re not becoming who the Lord wants us to be so that we can live like 
He wants us to live and do all that He wants us to do. To be a “doer of God’s will,” we have to 
be willing to surrender our way and will to Him. I’m talking about coming to the place where we 
are like Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane when He said, "Not my will, but Your will (O God) 
be done." That is full surrender to our Heavenly Father and most of us struggle with making that 
kind of surrender to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Adrian Rogers was once talking to a Romanian Pastor, Joseph Sahn, who had 
been a stalwart for the Christian faith while undergoing much persecution. Rogers asked 
Pastor Sahn, “What’s the difference between American Christianity and the Christianity of the 
people in your nation?” Joseph Sahn replied: “You Americans talk a lot about becoming a 
committed Christian. And when a person commits to someone or something, it means they are 
in control. Now, you may commit to something wonderful. You may commit to being faithful to 
your spouse or Church or to living for the Lord. But because you’re making the commitment, 
you’re still the one in control. In our nation, however, Christians have to surrender to the Lord 
because everything is out of our control. In surrender, you give up control, and say, ‘Lord, 
whatever You want to do is fine with me. My life is in Your hands. My life belongs to You. I may 
not like what You allow to happen to me or where You direct me, but I am surrendered to You.’” 
Then Joseph Sahn asked, “Do you see the difference between commitment and surrender? In 
surrendering to the Lord, we give Him complete control of our lives.” 
 
The truth is, most Christians aren’t willing to give the Lord complete control of their lives. 
They’re not willing to surrender completely to Him. But let me ask you, “Whose Kingdom are we 
in?” We are in the Lord’s kingdom and “Who is to be our King?” The Lord is to be our King. We 
are to do His bidding and that requires surrender in our lives. I’ve discovered that until we fully 
surrender to the Lord, we won’t fully know His will for our lives. I’ve learned that God does not 
fully reveal His will to rebels. God does not fully reveal His will to those who are not submitted 
and surrendered to Him. So let me ask you, “Have you ever honestly and totally surrendered 
your will to the Lord?” If you haven't, don't complain that you don't know the will of God. Don't 
you think that it's an absurdity to say, "I want to know the will of God, but I'm not sure that I will 
be willing to do it?" The Bible says, we’ve got to surrender completely to the Lord to totally know 



and understand His will for lives. Paul wrote in Romans 12:1-2: “Give your bodies to God. Let 
them be a living and holy sacrifice – the kind He will accept. . . . Don’t copy the behavior and 
customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 
think. Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing 
and perfect His will really is.” 
 
Follow-up Activity - Assess where you are in regards to being fully surrendered to the Lord’s 
way and will in your life. Are you 50% surrendered to the Lord’s way and will, 75% surrendered, 
90% surrendered, 95% surrendered or 100% surrendered to His way and will? Then, analyze 
what it is that keeps you from being more surrendered to the Lord’s will and way in your life. 
 
Prayer For Today - Dear Heavenly Father, I want to come to the place one day soon where I 
am 100% surrendered to Your way and will for my life. Show the steps that I need to take to get 
there, and give me the grace and strength that I need to fully and completely surrender my 
attitudes, ambitions, actions, and relationships to You in the days ahead. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
Plan To Join Us At Celebration This Coming Weekend As We Learn About Accessing 
God’s Provision For Our Lives. Invite Friends and Family Members to come with you. 


