
January 17 - Receiving The Lord’s Direction 
 
Jesus - “My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish.” (John 10:27-28) 
 
I read about a little boy who was a creative and habitual liar. One day, he ran into his home 
while his mother and her friends were playing bridge shouting, “There’s a lion outside. There’s a 
lion in our front yard.” His mother said, “Harold, please don’t lie to me.” And little Harold declared 
ardently that there was indeed a lion on their front yard. The mother got up to investigate, and 
when she looked through the window on her front door, she saw that it was a big cat, not a lion, 
in her front yard. She came back into the room where Harold and her friends were and said, 
“Harold, it’s wrong for you to tell lies all of the time. I want you to go upstairs and stay in your 
room for the next hour. And while you’re up there, I want you to talk to the Lord about your 
lying.” About 15 minutes later, little Harold started walking back down the stairs. One of the 
mother’s friends asked, “What did the Lord say to Him when you talked with Him about what you 
told your mother?” Harold responded, “The Lord told me that He thought that cat was a lion as 
well when He first saw it.”  
 
A lot of people claim that they hear from the Lord, when they don’t really hear from Him. 
At the same time, a lot of people would say that they never hear from the Lord, even though 
Jesus said in John 10:27 that His followers hear His voice and follow Him. What are some ways 
that we can “hear the Lord’s voice” in our day so that we can know and do His will? 
 
We can hear the Lord speaking to us as we read, hear and study God’s Word. The 
Psalmist said, “Your Word is a lamp for my feet, and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105). That 
verse reminds us that a considerable amount of God's will for our lives has already been 
revealed to us in His Word. We can hear the Lord’s voice, and know God's will and direction for 
our lives by reading and studying God's Word, knowing all of the while that God will never lead 
us to do anything contrary to His Word! Sometimes, someone says to me, "Pastor, I think that 
God wants me to do this or that.” And I will think to myself, “Baloney. There is no need to even 
pray about those things, because God has already told us in His Word what He wants us to do 
in regards to those situations or opportunities in our lives.” God is not going to change His holy 
Word for anyone or anything. We can know God’s will, what to do, and how to live by reading 
and studying God’s Word. That’s one reason that we encourage people to read the Bible daily, 
get involved in a Life Group and attend Church services regularly. When we engage in those 
activities, we are positioning ourselves to hear from the Lord through His Word. 
 
We can also hear the Lord speaking to us as we spend time in prayer. In Acts 13:2, we 
read, “One day as these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 
‘Dedicate Barnabas and Saul for the special work I have for them.’” That verse reminds us that 
when we seek the Lord’s presence through worship, prayer, and fasting that He will speak to us 
and give us the direction we need for our lives.There are some things that the Bible doesn’t 
specifically address like what school to attend, what career to pursue, what Church to belong to, 



or what person to date or marry. But if we will spend time in prayer, the Lord will speak to us by 
His Spirit and give us the direction that we need for our lives. 
 
And the Lord also speaks to His people through the counsel of mature Christians. 
Whether it’s through the teaching of a Pastor or through the advice given by a mature Christian 
in a small group setting or personal conversation, the Lord often communicates to His people 
through others who have walked with the Lord, and know God’s Word and will for His people. 
 
The bottom line is that the Lord is always communicating with His people, and we need 
to take whatever steps necessary to hear His voice so we can know His will for our lives. 
As we discover the Lord’s will and begin to do and live as the Lord instructs us, we will find 
ourselves living healthier, holier and happier lives. 
 
Follow-up Activity - Think about the ways in which the Lord most regularly speaks to you. Ask 
Him to give you specific direction from His Word, His Spirit or His People that will enable you to 
make better decisions in the days ahead. 
 
Prayer For Today - Heavenly Father, help me to become better at hearing Your voice and 
receiving Your instruction so that I can live a healthier life. Even today, speak to me in some 
way so that I can know Your will and way concerning decisions that I need to make today. In the 
name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Plan To Join Us At Celebration This Coming Weekend As We Learn About Accessing 
God’s Provision For Our Lives. Invite Friends and Family Members to come with you. 


