
January 16 - What is God’s Will? 
 
God – “The Lord God (is) merciful and gracious, longsuffering, abounding in goodness and truth 
. . . forgiving iniquity, transgressions and sins.” (Exodus 34:6-7) 
 
Some years ago, I attended a funeral service for a husband and father of four children 
who had died as a result of someone accidentally running him off of the highway. 
Everyone present, especially his wife and children, were heartbroken because of the tragedy 
that had occurred. The Pastor in charge of the service was trying to bring some measure of 
comfort to everyone. In the process, he uttered these words: “While this incident was indeed a 
tragedy, we can take comfort in the fact that this was God’s will because He’s always in charge 
and in control.” When I heard the Pastor speak those words, I almost jumped out of my seat and 
shouted, “No, it wasn’t God’s will. It’s never God’s will for children to be left without their father 
as a result of some senseless tragedy.” 
 
Sometimes, we describe everything that happens to us and everything that happens 
around as being a part of God’s will for us and our world, but that’s not necessarily true. 
Tragic and evil circumstances are never a part of God’s will.  It is not God's will that innocent 
children be hurt, that rage and violence occur, that racism prevail, that people die without Jesus 
and end up in hell. But God's will is not always accomplished on this earth or in our world. We 
know that God is omnipotent, that He is all powerful, and that He is ultimately in charge and in 
control in our world. But for reasons that we can't fully understand, God has limited Himself to 
some degree in our world and therefore, not everything that happens in this world is God's will. 
We should be praying for God’s will to be accomplished in order to overcome all of the troubles 
and tragedies of life. Second, we should be praying for God’s will to be done because God’s will 
is the best thing that could happen for us and others in the world.  
 
How do we know when some situation or relationship is God’s will for our lives? Good 
things that happen which glorify God are God’s will. God said, in Exodus 34:6-7, “The Lord God 
(is) merciful and gracious, longsuffering, abounding in goodness and truth . . . forgiving iniquity, 
transgressions and sins.” Those verses tell us that when we are experiencing God’s will in our 
lives, we will be experiencing His mercy, goodness, graciousness and forgiveness in our lives.  
 
The best thing that can happen to us and to others is for us to experience God’s 
kindness, and goodness and will in our lives. God wishes nothing but good and wonderful 
things to happen to those who fervently love Him and faithfully live for Him. So we can know that 
everything good and godly that happens in this world which glorifies God is God's will. 
Therefore, we should always be desiring for God’s will to take place in every arena of our lives 
as well as in others lives. And as Jesus taught in Matthew 6:10, we should be praying for that as 
well. 
 



Follow-up Activity - Reflect on the good things that have happened in your life and in the world 
that have brought glory to the Lord (or should bring glory to the Lord). And thank the Lord for 
how He has blessed you when you have pursued His will in your life. 
 
Prayer For Today - Dear Heavenly Father, Knowing that the best thing that could happen to me 
is finding and fulfilling Your will, I ask You to reveal Your will to me in greater ways in the coming 
days. Then, give me the passion and perseverance I need to pursue Your will. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 
 
Plan To Attend A Life Group This Week - Discover What Midweek Equipping/Training 
Opportunities Are Offered At Your Celebration Campus - www.celebrationchurch.org. 
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