
January 14 - Why Does God Want Us To Pray? 
 
Jesus - “Pray, ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed by Your name. Your kingdom come, Your will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10) 
 
A Pastor saw a cat stranded in the top of a smaller tree, and decided he would try to coax 
the cat out the tree, to no avail. He then had an ingenious idea. He backed his car up to the 
tree, threw a rope over the top of the tree, and tied the other end of the rope to the bumper of 
his car. He then got into his car, put it in drive, and then pulled it up slowly so that the top of tree 
bent over slowly. He was hoping to get the top of the tree low enough so he could reach up and 
rescue the cat. The Pastor was just about to get out of the car to get the cat when the rope 
broke, causing the tree to spring back to its original position. In his rearview mirror, the Pastor 
saw the cat flying through the air and out of sight into the neighborhood yards. He got out of his 
car and searched for the cat to no avail. Several days later, he was in a pet store when he saw 
one of his church members buying cat food. The Pastor knew that the family didn’t have a cat, 
so he asked the woman. “Why are you buying cat food?” She said, “My daughter has been 
wanting a cat. She’s been hearing you teach on prayer and about how the Lord wants to answer 
our prayers. I told her that if she wanted a cat, the Lord was going to have to give her one. So 
she went outside, got on her knees  and prayed, ‘Lord, if it's in Your will, please send me a cat.’” 
The woman then said, “Pastor, you’re not going to believe this, but at that moment, a cat came 
flying thru the air and landed right in front of my girl.” That story reminds us that unusual things, 
oftentimes miraculous things happen when God’s people fervently and faithfully pray. 
 
For several weeks in our Worship Services and Life Groups at Celebration, we’ve been 
learning from Jesus’ Model prayer (Matthew 6:9-13, Luke 11:1-4). Jesus had taught that 
prayer as a pattern for prayer to His disciples after they requested that He teach them how to 
pray. For what purpose did Jesus teach those Disciple how to pray, and for what purpose was 
He teaching us how to pray? 
 
To begin with, Jesus taught His disciples and us how to pray because Our Heavenly 
Father wants to hear from us. That’s why Jesus said in Matthew 7:7, “Ask and it will be given 
to you, seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” Jesus was telling us 
that He wants us pray and keep on praying.  As we are persistent and passionate in our 
prayers, our Heavenly Father will respond to and answer our prayers. 
 
Jesus also taught His disciples and us how to pray because our Lord wants us to hear 
from Him. In Jeremiah 33:3, the Lord said, “Call to Me and I will answer you and tell you great 
and unsearchable things you do not know.” There are a lot of things that the Lord wants to 
communicate to us. He wants to teach us how to deepen our relationship with Him and 
strengthen our relationships with others. He wants us to understand how to access His peace, 
power and provision for our lives. The Lord wants to teach us many things that will strengthen 
and improve our lives. But He will only teach us those things as we pursue Him through prayer. 
 



Jesus also taught His disciples and us how to pray because our Heavenly Father wants 
to answer our prayers and meet our needs. Jesus said in Matthew 7:11, “If you  . . . know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good 
gifts to those who ask Him?” And here at Celebration Church, we’ve discovered that the Lord is 
still in the people-loving, prayer-answering, miracle-working, need-meeting business. 
 
Jesus also taught His disciples and us how to pray because He wants us to know God’s 
will for our lives. That’s why Jesus said, “When you pray, pray “Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come, Your will be done; on earth as it is in Heaven.” 
This week in THE POWER CONNECTION Devotions, we’re going to be learning how to 
discover more and more of the Lord’s will for our lives, so we can experience more of His best in 
our lives. 
 
Follow-up Activity - Write down some instances in which the Lord gave you direction, met your 
needs (or others needs) or performed some type of miracle in response to your prayers. 
 
Prayer For Today - Dear Heavenly Father, I want to recommit today to becoming a person of 
prayer on a daily basis. I want to pray daily, fervently, and faithfully so that I can sense Your 
presence, learn Your truths, hear Your voice and discover Your will for my life. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 
 
Plan To Attend A Life Group This Week - Discover What Midweek Equipping/Training 
Opportunities Are Offered At Your Celebration Campus - www.celebrationchurch.org. 

http://www.celebrationchurch.org/

