
 

Kid’s Slot: 11/18-11/24 

 
Jesus Heals the Paralytic/Four Friends 

 
OVERVIEW Stand By You (Jesus Heals the Paralytic/Four Friends) •  
Work together to help someone in need. 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 5:17-26 
 
ICEBREAKER: What are some ways you helped people last week?   
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

 Read Luke 5:17-26 and encourage kids to visualize that they 
are one of the people in the story as you read it. 

 Review the Bible story from the perspective of the people in 
the story.  

 Ask: If you were in the crowd listening to Jesus as all of this 
goes down—how do you think you would respond? What 
stands out to you in the story? How do you relay the story to 
someone who wasn’t there? (This would be a great way to 
review the story before digging deeper) 

 Ask kids to imagine the conversation of the friends as they got 
close to the house and saw all the people. What do they 
imagine the friends said when they saw how difficult it was to 
get near Jesus? 

 Encourage kids to imagine they are the paralyzed man. Ask: 
What is going through your mind as your friends help you? 
What is going through your mind as Jesus tells you to stand 
up? 

 Encourage kids to imagine they are the owner of the house. 
Ask: What are you thinking as your house fills up with people 
and now there are people crashing through your roof? 

 Encourage kids to share a time they needed help and 
someone worked together with them to help them. Maybe 
someone helped them study for a class or helped them with 
their chores. 

 Ask: Who do you know who needs help on a regular basis? 
How could you work together with your friends to help that  
person? 
 

 
 
 
Hi, everybody! I’m excited to tell you today’s story. (Hold up Bible.) 
It’s about some men who had to decide just how far they’d go to help 
a friend! 
 
This happened during a time when Jesus was in a city called Galilee. 
He had been teaching people, helping people, and healing people. 
Many of these people would follow Jesus everywhere He went. 
People wanted to see Him and be near Him. They wanted to learn 
from Him. They believed He could help them. 
 
You’d think everyone would have been happy about what Jesus was 
doing, right? Well, the leaders in charge didn’t like it one bit. They 
didn’t believe that Jesus was God’s Son. They thought Jesus was a 
fake. But you and I know that He wasn’t. He was the real deal!  
 
In our story today, some of those leaders had come to Galilee to hear 
and see Jesus. They had heard that He had the power to heal sick 
people. They wanted to witness it for themselves. In fact, there were 
LOTS of people who had come to see Jesus. They crowded around 
the house where He was teaching. They wanted to see the One 
everyone was talking about. But all of those people made it 
impossible to get to the door, much less get inside to see Jesus! 
 
But then four men approached the house where Jesus was. These 
four men were on a mission. They needed to see Jesus. They HAD to 
see Him. But not for themselves—for someone else! You see, they 
had a friend who wasn’t able to walk. Here’s what happened. 
 
Open the Bible to Luke 5:18 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Some men came carrying a man who could not walk. He was lying 
on a mat. 
 
“So the men were carrying their friend on a mat. These four men 
worked together to help their friend. They cooperated and carried him 
to the house where Jesus was teaching. But when they got there, 
there was a problem. Listen to this. 
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Open the Bible to Luke 5:19 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“They tried to take him into the house to place him in front of Jesus. 
They could not find a way to do this because of the crowd. 
 
What were they going to do? They needed to get their friend to Jesus, 
but they couldn’t even get to the door! 
  
Would you like to know what the four men did? They carried their 
friend up onto the rooftop. That’s right! They were so determined to 
get him to Jesus that they climbed on top of the house! That’s 
friendship right there, and it’s also cooperation! 
 
Can you imagine lifting someone who can’t walk from the ground all 
the way up to a rooftop? I wonder how they did it! But their 
cooperation didn’t stop there. Somehow, they figured out a way to 
lower their friend from the roof down into the house—right in front of 
Jesus!  
 
I want friends like that—friends who are willing to work together to help 
me no matter what it takes! Here’s what happened next. Jesus spoke 
to the man who couldn’t walk. He said . . .  
 
Open the Bible to Luke 5:20 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 
 
Then He said . . . Open the Bible to Luke 5:24 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Get up. Take your mat and go home.”  
 
It was a miracle! Jesus had healed the man, and now he could walk! 
The man went home, praising God all the way. The Bible says that 
everyone was amazed at what Jesus had done. They praised God 
and were filled with wonder. 
 
Think about all the four men did to help their friend get to Jesus. They 
believed Jesus could heal him, so they cooperated to make sure their 
friend wouldn’t miss his chance. They worked together to get him on 
top of the roof AND down inside the house. I can’t even imagine the 
cooperation that took! 

 
We can help the people around us just like those four men did.  We 
can work together to help someone in need.  
 
That’s right! There are lots of people around us who need help. They 
might be hurt or sick. They might be sad. They might need friends to 
cheer them up. The good news is, there are so many ways we can 
help. When we work together, God can help us fix what’s wrong and 
make it right! 
 
Let’s pray and ask God to help us do that. 
 
Pray 
 “God, it’s so good to know that You’re always there for us. We know 
that with Your help, we can make a big difference in other people’s 
lives, and we know we can do so much more when we work together. 
Help us to be brave enough and loving enough to help people in 
need, just like the four friends in our story. We love You, and we pray 
these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
Red Carpet 
 
What You Need: Four pieces of red construction paper, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

 Look up Ecclesiastes 4:9 and say it out loud together so kids 
can remember it at the end of the game.  

 Divide the group into two teams, and direct kids to form pairs 
within those teams.  

 Give the first pair in each line two pieces of red construction 
paper.  

 Line the teams up on one side of your small group area. 

 Explain that “walkers” can only step on the red paper, which 
will be put on the floor by the “placer.” 

 Each pair decides who will be the walker and who will be the 
placer.  

 To begin the game, the placer places one paper on the floor 
and the walker steps on it.  

o Then the placer puts down the second paper and the 
walker steps on it.  



 

o The placer picks up the paper behind the walker and 
moves it in front of the walker, so the walker can step 
on it to move forward.  

o They continue that way to the other side of the room. 
Then the walker and placer switch for the return trip.  

o When they return to their team, they hand the 
construction paper to the next pair. 

 The goal is to be the first team to get all their pairs down and 
back and then say the verse out loud together.  

 
What You Say: 
“This game is like our memory verse in action! Way to go, placers and 
walkers! How did the placers and walkers have to cooperate in this 
game? (Allow for discussion.) Yep, the walkers had to go at the 
placers’ pace, and the placers had to keep moving so the walkers 
weren’t stranded.  
 
“Now, no one was actually in need during this game, but we have 
times when those around us feel stranded. Maybe your neighbor has a 
messy garage and he can’t get around well enough to clean it out on 
his own, or someone in your school lost all their toys in a fire or 
hurricane. They can’t fix those things on their own. Those are 
opportunities to see their problem and decide to [Bottom Line] work 
together to help someone in need. You don’t need to wait for an 
adult or another friend to suggest a way to help out. Be the first to 
come up with an idea to help, gather friends and family, and see what 
happens when you all work together.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take a Snapshot  
 
What You Need: Container with colored objects 
 
What You Do: 

 Divide the kids into teams 

 Instruct teams to imagine they are at [fill in the blank with 
somewhere kids go] and encourage them to give examples of 
who might need help in that “place.” 

 Examples of “places” could include: 
o School 
o The park or in their neighborhood 
o Practice after school 
o Church 

 Give teams time to brainstorm how they could work together 
to provide help to someone who needs it. Since teams are 
different sizes, how they can help may look different as well.  

 Encourage teams to share their ideas with the group. If they 
want to, they can create a skit to show how they would work 
together to help. 

 Switch up teams for each “place”. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leader Reminders:  
Children are a valuable part of the life group! The children should 
participate in group worship. At the end of the group have them 
return to the Life Group and share their Bible Verses or Craft 
Activity. The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.  
 
Your group can also watch one of the many, many awesome kids’ 
videos available to you on www.rightnowmedia.org. 

 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/

