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Building the Tabernacle 

 
OVERVIEW: Come Together (Building the Tabernacle) • God wants 
us to work together.  
 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Exodus 25:8-9; 28:1, 3; 31:1-11; 35:21, 25, 
34; 39:42-43 (Exodus 19, 25) 
 
 
ICEBREAKER: Do you like to build things? What is the coolest 
building you have ever seen.   
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

 What could happen if we refuse to work together?  

 When is a time you saw something like that happen? Was 
there a group project that someone refused to cooperate with 
the rest of the group on? Or have you ever had a situation 
where you needed a friend or sibling to work with you on 
something, but they didn’t, and the job didn’t get finished? 

 Have you ever worked hard on a project with other people, and 
you felt like you didn’t get the credit you deserved? What was 
that like?  

 What kind of help do you think God might give you so that you 
can work together with other people?  

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I’ve got a great story of cooperation for you today. (Hold up Bible.) It’s 
about God’s people, the Israelites. They had to decide if they could 
cooperate to be able to do a big job that God wanted them to do.  
 
Let me rewind the story for you. The Israelites were God’s chosen 
people, but they had spent hundreds of years in slavery in Egypt. 
Now, finally, they were FREE! No more turning straw into bricks. God 
had rescued them, and He was leading them to a new land where 
they could live freely and worship Him. 
 
Life wasn’t exactly easy for them, though. They were traveling 
through the wilderness without a real place to call home. But God 
provided fresh water and food for them. He knew that His people 
needed rules and guidelines for how to use their new freedom. So He 
spoke to their leader, Moses. 
 
God told Moses to come up to the top of Mt. Sinai. God met him there 
and gave Moses special laws that would keep the people safe—laws 
that would help them love God and love others. Listen to what else 
He told Moses. 
 
Open the Bible to Exodus 19:5 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Now obey me completely. Keep my covenant. If you do, then out of 
all the nations you will be my special treasure. The whole earth is 
mine. But you will be a kingdom of priests to serve me. You will be 
my holy nation.” 
 
The Israelites camped below Mt. Sinai for many days. While they 
waited, Moses continued to meet with God on the mountain, and God 
gave him instructions for a special project. God told Moses how to 
build a holy tent. This was not like a camping tent, but a Tabernacle 
where God would live among His people. He gave Moses very 
detailed instructions for the Tabernacle, including everything that 
would go inside the holy tent and even what the priests would wear.  
 
Thankfully God didn’t plan for Moses to do all this work by himself. He 
told Moses to divide up the work among the people. God knew that all 

Building the Tabernacle 
 

Paul in Prison 

 
Paul in Prison 

 
Confession / Being Honest with God 

 
Confession / Being Honest with God 

 
 

God Made Peace with Us 
 

God Made Peace with Us 
” 
 

Spiritual Gifts for the Soul (Gifts of the Spirit) 
 

 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 

Leader Reminders:  
Children are a valuable part of the life group! The children should 
participate in group worship. At the end of the group have them 
return to the Life Group and share their Bible Verses or Craft 
Activity. The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.  
 
Your group can also watch one of the many, many awesome kids’ 
videos available to you on www.rightnowmedia.org. 

 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


 

of His people had different gifts and abilities. He wanted them to use 
those gifts to build the Tabernacle together. 
 
God had given specific skills and talents to each person. He had jobs 
for each of them to do. 
 
Let’s see what those jobs were. God said this to Moses.  
 
Open the Bible to Exodus 28:1 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“Have your brother Aaron brought to you from among the Israelites. 
His sons Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar must also be brought. 
They will serve me as priests.” 
 
God also told Moses . . . 
 
Open the Bible to Exodus 28:3 (NIrV) and read. 
  
“Speak to all the skilled workers. I have given them the skill to do this 
kind of work. Tell them to make clothes for Aaron. He will wear them 
when he is set apart to serve me as priest.” 
 
Let’s see what else God told Moses. 
 
Open the Bible to Exodus 31:1-6 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“I have chosen Bezalel, the son of Uri. . . . I have filled Bezalel with 
wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skill. 
He can make beautiful patterns in gold, silver and bronze. He can cut 
and set stones. He can work with wood. In fact, he can work in all 
kinds of crafts. I have also appointed Oholiab, the son of Ahisamak, to 
help him.” 
 
Bezalel and Oholiab, God knows all about your artistic skills. He 
knows you’ll do a great job decorating the Tabernacle. 
 
“As you can see, God had a great plan for how His people could work 
together to build the Tabernacle. Moses came down the mountain and 
gathered the people. He shared with them all the things God had told 
him. He told them how God had given each of them specific skills and 
talents, and He had jobs for each of them to do.” 

 
God had given Moses another way to let the people pitch in and help. 
He wanted the people to collect the supplies and materials they 
would need to start building—things like gold, silver, and bronze; 
blue, purple, and bright red yarn and fabric; goat hair; animal skins; 
wood; olive oil; stones; and jewels. 
 
With these offerings from the people, Bezalel and Oholiab had all the 
materials and supplies they needed. They were able to guide the 
skilled workers to sew and carve and build the holy tent, just as God 
had instructed Moses. 
 
The Israelites were able to accomplish a lot when everyone worked 
together. Here’s what happened. 
 
Open the Bible to Exodus 39:42-43 (NIrV) and read. 
 
“The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. Moses looked over the work carefully. He saw 
that the workers had done it just as the LORD had commanded. So 
Moses gave them his blessing.” 
 
“You see God wants us to work together. Just like the Israelites 
worked together to build God’s holy tent, we still work together as the 
church to do God's work today. We can love others. We can help 
people in need. We can do more together than we could ever do 
alone. 
 
Pray 
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for inviting us to be a part of Your 
work in the world. It’s so cool to see how You worked through each of 
the Israelites in lots of different ways as they built Your Tabernacle. 
Help us to cooperate like they did so we can do big things for You. 
Help us to remember how important it is to work together in 
everything we do. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ 
name, amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Cup Tower Cooperation 
 
What You Need: Plastic Cups   
 
What You Do:  

 Invite kids to work together to construct towers and other 
structures with the cups. Praise them for their creativity, 
problem solving, and especially their cooperation. For older 
kids, ask prompting questions to spur critical thinking:  

o Is there a way that you could make your tower higher?  
o What would happen if your base were a different 

shape? What would happen if your base were a circle? 
a square? a triangle?  

o Is there a way that you could make your tower sturdier? 
 
 
 
 
Bezalel and Oholiab  
 

 
What You Need: Paper bags filled with craft supplies 
 
What You Do: 

 Ask prompting questions to briefly review the following points 
of the Bible story: 

o God gave Moses instructions to build a special tent 
where He would live. He told Moses to speak to two 
workers, Bezalel [BEZ-uh-lel] and Oholiab [oh-HOH-
lee-ab]. God had given them the skills they needed to 
do the work. 

o All the people brought supplies, and Bezalel and 
Oholiab guided the workers. 

o With God’s help, the people built a beautiful home for 
God to live among His people. 

 Help kids get into groups of two or three. 

 Give each child a paper bag. Tell them not to peek at what’s in 
side. When everyone has a bag, invite kids to open them, pull 
out the supplies, and then work with their groups to make 
something for God. Whatever they create, keep in mind that it’s 
the process—not the product—that’s important.  

 Praise kids for showing cooperation as they work, either within 
or across groups.  

 
What You Say: 
“With God’s help, the Israelites did something that seemed 
impossible. They made a beautiful home for God to live among His 
people. They did it by trusting God and by working together. What are 
some ways that you can work together with others? (I can cooperate 
with my friends; I can let my friends choose first; I can help my 
teacher; I can help my friend do their chores; etc.) 
 
“Things work better when you work together, don’t they? When you 
work together with others, there’s SO much more you can do. The 
sooner you help your class pick up, the sooner you can play outside. 
The more you listen to your coach, the better your team will be. The 
more you cooperate with your friends, the better your friendships will 
be.  
 
“So remember that [Bottom Line] God wants us to work together. 
Because when we work together, we can do more than we can do 
alone. And you know what else? When we work together, we can 
show others how amazing God is! So this week, remember: [Bottom 
Line] God wants us to work together.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


