
 

Kid’s Slot: 10/14-10/20 

 
Don’t Be Controlled by Money 

 
OVERVIEW: Just Can’t Get Enough (Don’t Be Controlled by Money) •  
Stuff can’t keep you happy. 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Hebrews 13:5 
 
ICEBREAKER: What kind of things, people, places, experiences, etc. 
give you happiness? How long do you think happiness lasts? 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

 Read Matthew 19:16-22. It’s a story about someone who 
wanted to follow Jesus, but when Jesus told him to get rid of all 
his stuff, he walked away sad.  

 Why do you think he was sad? If stuff can’t keep you happy, 
why would he have minded giving away his possessions to 
follow Jesus?  

 Why do you think Jesus asked the man to do this? He didn’t 
ask all of His followers to sell everything. What might have 
happened if the man had said yes and followed Jesus? What 
would he have found?  

 If you’re following Jesus right now in your life, what would you 
say is the best or most satisfying part of the journey? Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hi Everyone! The Bible is a collection of books that tells God’s story. 
We can find truth in the Bible that helps us make wise choices. Today 
we’re looking at some truth from the book of Hebrews. 
 
The author of Hebrews shared some wisdom with early followers of 
Jesus that’s also true for us today. 
 
Open the Bible to Hebrews 13:5 (NIrV) and read. 
 
It says: Don’t be controlled by love for money. Be happy with what 
you have. God has said, “I will never leave you. I will never desert 
you” (NIrV). 
 
The person who wrote this letter was talking about money, because 
adults can often have trouble being content with money. Maybe for 
you, it isn’t love for MONEY that controls you. Maybe for you, it’s love 
for STUFF. 
 
Now, it’s not like it’s bad to have stuff. There are some really cool and 
fun things in this world that are totally fine to enjoy. What are some of 
the things YOU want right now? Maybe it’s something that’s always 
on your birthday wish list or a gadget you’re hoping to get for 
Christmas this year. Maybe you already have it, and it’s your favorite 
thing ever! 
 
Those are all really fun things. I can see why you’d want them.  
 
I’m not surprised you suggested those things. They’re all really fun to 
play with and use. But have you ever wanted something so much that 
it's ALL you could think about? I know I have! What happens when 
you only focus on getting that one thing? 
 
Let’s say you’re obsessed with getting the latest and greatest video 
game system. So you get it. What happens when you finally get that 
thing you wanted? You probably play with it ALL THE TIME, right? 
(Pause.) But then what happens? 
 
You get tired of it. You start to think about OTHER things you want.  
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Paul in Prison 
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Confession / Being Honest with God 

 
Confession / Being Honest with God 

 
 

God Made Peace with Us 
 

God Made Peace with Us 
” 
 

Spiritual Gifts for the Soul (Gifts of the Spirit) 
 

 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 

Leader Reminders:  
Children are a valuable part of the life group! The children should 
participate in group worship. At the end of the group have them 
return to the Life Group and share their Bible Verses or Craft 
Activity. The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.  
 
Your group can also watch one of the many, many awesome kids’ 
videos available to you on www.rightnowmedia.org. 

 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


 

Or maybe you even play with something so much that it breaks.  
 
When we focus so much on STUFF, many times we find that stuff is 
never enough. We find ourselves wanting the newest, the greatest, the 
biggest, the fastest. We always want more. Not only that, but stuff 
never, ever lasts, does it? Even the newest toy this year will be last 
year’s toy next year! 
 
But how can we keep our focus on what’s REALLY important? How 
can we focus on the things that will last? Well, we can remember 
something important about the stuff we have—or the stuff we WISH 
we had. All of this is super fun, and there’s nothing wrong with 
enjoying it. 
 
But none of it will last forever. Eventually, ALL these things break, or 
they won’t seem cool anymore. That brand new toy that you couldn’t 
WAIT to get your hands on? One day, it too will end up in the yard 
sale box . . . or maybe even the trash. 
 
It’s easy for us to always think about what we want MORE of—the 
kinds of things that fit in a box. But what if we asked this instead: What 
are some things we already have that we can be thankful for? What 
are some things that can’t fit in a box? (Let the kids respond.) 
 
Yes! Those are all great examples. We should pay attention and be 
thankful to God for the things He’s already given us: a relationship with 
Him, the promise of heaven when we put our trust in Jesus, this 
beautiful world that He’s made, our family and friends. None of those 
things can fit in a box, can they? 
 
Hebrews 13:5 tells us exactly what we have that should make us 
happy. Let’s read it again and pay close attention to the last part. 
 
Open the Bible to Hebrews 13:5 (NIrV) and read. 
 
Listen closely: Don’t be controlled by love for money. Be happy with 
what you have. God has said, “I will never leave you. I will never 
desert you” (NIrV). 
 
God has promised that He will never leave you or desert you! That’s 
how you know you can trust Him no matter what. Stuff can’t keep you 

happy. 
 
Stuff will come and go, but God will never leave you. Stuff can’t 
keep you happy, but with God’s help, you can decide to be okay with 
what you have. Instead of trying to get more and more things, focus 
on the things that last. It’s pretty amazing that the one thing that can 
make us truly happy is the one thing we will never lose: our 
relationship with God! Let’s pray and thank God for that.” 
 
Pray 
“Dear God, thank You for giving us all that we need in You. We know 
that sometimes we get caught up in the things we wish we had. We 
know that stuff isn’t always bad—in fact, sometimes it can bring us 
happiness. But we know that it won’t last. We know that the only thing 
that can KEEP us truly happy is our relationship with You. Thank You 
for promising that  You’ll always be with us. We love You, and we 
pray in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
Laughing Game 
 
What You Need: No Supplies Needed 
 
What You Do:  

 Greet kids as they arrive and guide them to place their 
offerings in the container. 

 Ask: 
o How happy do you stay after an ice cream cone vs. a 

family dinner? 

o How about a new video game or reading with a 
grandparent?  

 Play a laughing happiness game:  
o Gather the kids in a circle.  
o The first kid says, “Ha!”  
o The second kid says, “Ha, ha!”  
o Play continues around the circle with each kid adding 

another “Ha!” to the previous total. 

 The goal is to move around the circle without anyone actually 
laughing. If someone laughs, they are out for that round.  



 

 For older kids, once the laugh successfully moves around the 
circle, send it back again, with each kid subtracting a “Ha!” as 
they go. 

 
 
Happiness and Perpetual Motion 
 
What You Need: Four balloons 
 
What You Do: 

 Divide your group into four teams, and give each team a 
balloon.  

 The goal of the game is to keep the balloon in the air for as 
long as the selected song keeps playing, or around three 
minutes.  

 If a team lets their balloon hit the ground, the whole group must 
start again.  

 Play until all the teams keep their balloon in the air for three 
minutes, or frustration becomes a distraction.  

 Set the balloons aside for use during the prayer activity.  

 
What You Say: 
“That was frustrating and difficult and not always that fun! Sure, you 
had occasional boosts of happiness when you just made that 
awesome catch before the balloon went down, or someone bopped it 
to the ceiling, but there were a lot more tense moments than relaxing 
moments. There was a lot of pressure in this game. Let’s all take a 
deep breath to recover and calm down. (Inhale and exhale slowly.)  
 
“If you’re counting on your stuff to make or keep you happy, you’ll 
always feel a little rushed. You’ll be chasing the coolest stuff forever 
because there’s always another awesomely upgraded game system 
being released or a new style of sneakers or a cool band. It is an 
exhausting way to live. It is most definitely NOT the way God wants us 
to live. It’s why, over and over again, we see stories in the Bible that 
prove [Bottom Line] stuff can’t keep you happy. Can you think of 
any? (Allow for discussion. There may be mentions of Solomon, 
David, Adam and Eve, the rich young ruler, etc.) And in life, we’ve all 
seen this is true. The best present we got for the last holiday isn’t on 
the top of our list this year.  
 

[Make It Personal] (Share about a time when you were sure some 
toy would make you happy forever or cool clothes would 
transform you into the coolest kid at school or a gadget would 
fix a problem for good, and you were wrong. Emphasize that no 
matter what the item is, stuff is never enough to keep us happy.)  
 
“Wanting and even having stuff isn’t wrong. But when stuff and 
money become our whole reason for existing, we need to stop and 
think. What can you do if you realize this is a problem for you?” (Allow 
for discussion.) 
 
 

Prayer Time  
 
What You Need: Balloon 
 
What You Do:  

 Gather kids in a circle for prayer.  

 Encourage them to think of the most awesome thing they 
could ever hope to obtain: a toy or a gadget or an amount of 
money or a pizza factory.  

 Pass around the balloon and lead each child in a sentence 
prayer: “Even if this was [best thing ever], I know [Bottom 
Line] stuff can’t keep you happy.”  

 The group replies, ‘Dear God, help us to choose contentment.” 

 Hold the balloon yourself and close in prayer.  
 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, we know that You are the only path to true joy and 
contentment. Please help us let go of the love of stuff and learn to be 
content with what You’ve given us. Amen.” 
 


