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John the Baptist in Prison 
 
OVERVIEW: Bible Story: Ask Away (John the Baptist in prison) • 
When you don’t know what God says, ask. 
 
PREPARATION: Bibles, paper and pens/crayons for each child 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 11:1-6 (Supporting: James 1:5) 
 
ICEBREAKER:  

• Then lead kids in a conversation about what they would want 
to ask someone who knew everything. What would they want 
to know about the future? About the past? Are there any 
random subjects they think they would be curious about? 

 
READ: John the Baptist in Prison 
 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

1. Imagine you are getting picked on at school, or you want to 
help your friend know that God loves her, or you are angry with 
your friend or parents. What can you do when you don’t know 
what God says about how to handle these situations?  

2. Who can you ask when you don’t know what God says? And 
why can you ask them? 

3. Sometimes you don’t know what God says and you pray about 
it, you read the Bible, and you ask someone who loves Jesus, 
but you still are unsure about an answer. What do you do 
then?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hey, guys and gals! Thanks so much for joining us today as we finish 
up our month-long conversation on knowledge. 
 
 Do you remember us talking about a weird dude named John the 
Baptist a couple weeks ago? (Pause for response.) Maybe it was his 
odd choice in camel skin clothing. Maybe it was his love for bugs . . . 
FOR DINNER. Regardless, he was a memorable dude and had a 
contagious love for God. In fact, John frequently taught others about 
God’s truth as he urged the crowds to confess their sins and live for 
God. Many wondered who exactly John the Baptist was. Some 
wondered if he was a prophet or Elijah. Some even questioned if he 
was the Messiah! However, John was here to prepare the way for 
someone else named Jesus. 
 
Hopefully, you recall us talking about how one remarkable day, John 
was near the Jordan River, and Jesus asked John to do one of the 
things he did best: baptize. So that’s exactly what John the Baptist 
did; he baptized Jesus. In that moment, John witnessed God’s Holy 
Spirit land on Jesus in the form of a dove and even heard God speak 
to Jesus from heaven! 
 
God used this moment to kick-start Jesus’ ministry. From this 
moment, Jesus began to attract followers who wanted to see what He 
would do next and listened carefully to all of His words! 
 
Meanwhile, John the Baptist continued to teach God’s Word to 
anyone who would listen and to tell others about Jesus. He was not 
afraid to be blunt or to call anyone out—even the leaders. During this 
time, a ruler, Herod Antipas, made some terrible choices. John was 
outspoken about how Herod Antipas was wrong. As you can imagine, 
this did not sit well with Herod Antipas and so John was arrested, 
never to be free again. 
 
John was locked up in a dark, dank cell, and I imagine that he was 
scared. He could have been scared of what would happen to him. He 
could have been scared he’d never see his family and friends again. 
All he had were his thoughts, and some of his thoughts led him to a 
storm of doubt.” 
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Originally, John’s faith was strong as iron, but as we all know, when 
times get tough, doubt can start to creep in. After hearing about the 
miraculous things Jesus was doing, John sent a couple of his friends 
to ask Jesus a question because perhaps his faith started to waver. 
For John, this was a really big question. 
 
Listen to what he asked. He said (open Bible and read Matthew 11:3): 
Are you the one who is supposed to come? Or should we look for 
someone else? (NIrV). You see, John wanted to know if Jesus was 
the Messiah—the One God promised. Was the loneliness of prison 
causing him to second guess who he had baptized? The question did 
not cause Jesus any alarm.” 
 
John’s friends quickly made their way to the town where Jesus was 
preaching and snaked their way through the massive crowd 
surrounding Jesus. After they captured the attention of Jesus, they 
asked Him John’s questions and they listened carefully to Jesus’ 
answers. 
 
Jesus said (open Bible and read Matthew 11:4-6): “Go back to John. 
Report to him what you hear and see. Blind people receive sight. 
Disabled people walk. Those who have skin diseases are made 
‘clean.’ Deaf people hear.Those who are dead are raised to life. And 
the good news is preached to those who are poor. Blessed is anyone 
who does not give up their faith because of me” (NIrV). John’s 
followers took it all in and promptly traveled back to John, who eagerly 
heard Jesus’ response from prison. Jesus knew John needed a 
reminder of His goodness, so John could trust Jesus’ heart—even 
though he didn’t understand His ways.” 
 
John was as crazy about Jesus as anyone could ever possibly be. He 
devoted his life to preparing others for the coming of Jesus and 
spreading God’s truth to as many people as he possibly could! But 
even the strongest of faith can get shaken by difficult times, and when 
John was thrown into prison, the doubts must have started to make 
their way in. John had to be sure, so he asked. And you know what? 
He got an answer in return! 
 
Jesus didn’t get mad about John’s doubts! He understood that it would 
bring John peace to have these questions answered, and He had so 
much love for His friend that He soothed John’s ruffled faith. Jesus 

isn’t going to get mad if we have questions for Him. The best way to 
gain more KNOWLEDGE is by asking wise people questions!  
 
[Bottom Line] “When you don’t know what God says, ask. You can 
ask other followers of Jesus, your Small Group Leaders, your 
children’s pastor, or your mom or dad or other family members about 
faith. And you can go right to God. It’s important to remember you 
can trust God with your questions, because as we gain knowledge 
about God, we can be more faithful followers of Christ. In fact, [Basic 
Truth] you can trust God no matter what.  
 
Let’s pray: “Dear God, thank You for always being available to listen 
to our questions as we study what Your Word says. Thank You for 
being patient as we ask You what’s on our mind. Please surround 
each of us with adults who love You, who have knowledge of You, 
and who can also answer our faith questions. More than all that, 
thank You for Your Son. Thanks for sending Him to earth to pay for 
our sins so we can have a relationship with You. We love You and 
ask all these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Missing? 
 
What You Need: Tray with a variety of objects, towel or other cover 
 
What You Do: 

• Set the tray of objects where each kid can see it. Guide the 
kids to look carefully at the objects for 10 to 15 seconds.  

• Cover the tray with a towel and instruct the kids to close 
their eyes. Then remove and hide one item. (At this age, 
you’ll probably have one or two who are trying to peek, so 
make sure they couldn’t see what you’re doing even if 
they’re peeking!) 

• Lead kids to open their eyes and challenge them to say 
which item is missing. When the kids identify the missing 
object, return that item to the tray. 

• Continue play as time allows. For each additional round, 
give kids less and less time to study the tray’s contents 
before you remove an item. 

 
 
What You Say: 
 “In today’s story, you’ll meet some people who find a missing 
piece. The missing piece they find isn’t a thing, but something 
true that makes everything else make sense. What is the thing 

Where is it?  
 
What You Need: 3 opaque plastic cups, small object (LEGO, 
eraser, rock, etc.), smooth surface 
 
What You Do: 

• Choose one kid to go first and have the other kids sit in front 
of him.  

• Help him hide the object under a cup with the other kids 
watching.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 
and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

Looks Just Like It (application activity) 
 
What You Need: Paper, pens 
 
What You Do: 

• Give a piece of paper and pen to each person, including 
yourself.  

• Without anyone being able to see what you are drawing, 
draw a quick picture on your piece of paper. (It can be 
anything; a flower, a tree, some clouds, a house, etc. Tell 
kids what you’re doing but don’t tell them what you’re 
drawing!) 

• Then tell kids they are going to try to draw a picture that 
looks exactly like yours.  

• Tell them they can ask as many questions as they want 
about the picture, but you aren’t going to show them the 
picture until the end.  

• Begin the game and answer any questions they have about 
the picture.  

• When all the kids have finished their pictures, show them 
what yours looks like and see whose picture looks closest to 
the real thing.  

 
What You Say: 
“Kind of like how you didn’t know what my drawing looked like when 
you tried to draw it, no one knows everything about God or heaven 
or why things happen the way they do. But, like I gave you clues, 
the Bible gives us clues and direction toward answers to all the 
questions we have about those things. Another way we can find out 
the answers to our questions is by asking someone who has 
followed Jesus longer than we have, because they have probably 
gained knowledge and understanding through studying God. It’s 
important that you remember: [Bottom Line] When you don’t 
know what God says, ask. Who are the people in your life you 
could ask questions to about God? (Pause for answers.) Well, one 
of the people you can always ask is me! As your Small Group 
Leader, I would love to help answer any questions you might have 
about God!”  
 
 
 

Twenty Questions 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
 
What You Do: 

• Think of a word (a noun) and tell the kids if your word is a 
person, place, or thing. 

• Let kids ask you yes-or-no questions to try to identify your 
word. 

• If they can guess the word correctly in 20 questions or less, 
they win. 

• Play several times, letting kids take turns being the one who 
thinks of the word the group is guessing. 

 
What You Say: 
“Excellent questions! When you asked the right questions, it didn’t 
take you long to guess the word correctly.”   
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