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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that there is only one way to “The Father” through Jesus and to faithfully praying for lost friends and family members. 
PREPARATION: You will need a large sheet of paper (on it are all the names of God that you can think of…Peace, Shepherd, Our Rock, Redeemer, Lord, King, Door, Good, Lamb of God…etc); photos of your family; birthday candles; index cards or construction paper cut in fourths; your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (This is a notebook that is kept by the Life Group Leader and brought to the group each week. In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except though Me.”
WELCOME: As the children come in, encourage them to share about their week and you share about yours. Some children may already be back at school, while others are still on their Christmas Break. Be sure that every child has a chance to share – remembering that everyone shows respect for the person who is speaking by listening quietly as they share. Sitting in a circle on the floor works best for everyone. Take a few minutes to ensure that the children are settled in their spots and are focused – before you get to the heart of the lesson.
ICEBREAKER: Ask: If you could choose your own name, what you call yourself and why do you like that name?
WORSHIP: Bring out the large sheet of paper on which you have written the many names of God. While the children are sitting quietly, read the names aloud. Ask each child to take a minute and share which of the names of God speaks to his or her heart the most and why. Then, have each child pray using the name they have chosen to pray out loud. You can lead the way by going first. “My King” I thank you today because…
WORD:  

· Spend some time talking about your families. (Be aware that the backgrounds of these children will be varied. Be sensitive! Some might not have a dad or mom or live with their grandparents or relatives. Some children may be adopted or foster children.) 
· Show the children the pictures of your own family and talk about them.
· Remind the children that they are part of God’s family – His kingdom. And when you are part of a family, you are faithful to that family….just like God is faithful to them.
· Read Ephesians 2:19 together. For the older children, have them read the verse from their own Bibles.
· Have them share what they think the verse means – especially that they belong to God’s household, His family!
· Talk about how you came to be part of your earthly family and let the children share their story. (Again, be sensitive to each child’s story.) 
· Now ask how someone can become part of God’s family. Let the children explain the way of salvation!!
· Show the children the pack of birthday candles. Talk about the fun of celebrating birthdays. Ask the children to share about what they remember about being born into God’s family. (Be aware that some children may not be born again. This is the perfect opportunity to learn about each child’s spiritual life and even pray with them to receive Jesus. Explain the ABC’s of the Gospel. A – All have sinned; B – Believe that Jesus is God’s Son and died for their sins; C – Commit (give their lives and heart to Jesus, so He can be their “forever friend and the BOSS of their lives.” If a child would like to pray with you to receive Jesus, take some time to pray with them.
· Then end this sharing time with a prayer.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE EXPERIENCE:
· Read: John 14:6. “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Say this verse together. 

· Ask one child to be “Jesus” and stand at one end of the circle with another child being “The Father” behind him.  
· Ask one child to go straight to “The Father” without stopping by to have “Jesus” take him to “The Father.”
· Stop the child and ask the rest of the children to tell you how to get to “The Father.” (John 14:6 tell us we must go to Jesus first; Jesus will bring us to “The Father.” 
· Repeat this until every child has been led to Jesus. Jesus then leads them to “The Father.” Different children can play the role of the Father and Jesus.
WITNESSING FOR JESUS: The Only Way to the Father!
· Give each child the index card/square of paper. Ask them to write the name of one of their unsaved friends or family members on it.

· Ask each child to take the card with their unsaved friend or family member’s name on it and go to Jesus. Ask Jesus to lead their friend to “The Father.” Then, Jesus brings the child and the name on the card to “The Father.” (Act this out as you did earlier, except this time, using the card)
· When the child gets to “The Father,” the child should pray and thank the Father that their friend or family member will one day come to Him.
· Ask the children to say John 14:6 again.
· Hold hands in a circle and tell Jesus how precious He is to each person in the circle. 
WELCOME BACK!

Welcome the children back into the Life Group.  As adults, we always welcome them back with enthusiasm and encouragement…being sure to give them our undivided attention.  Then, have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson and how each and everyone who wants to go to “The Father” must come through Jesus. Bring the cards with the names of the unsaved friends and family members they want to come to Christ.  Pray over those names that they will come to the Father by coming to Jesus. Say that we need to be faithful to pray for our unsaved friends and family members and that Jesus is faithful too, to save anyone who calls upon his name. The children then share in the group prayer and fellowship time.
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