Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 – Jan 31st – Feb. 6th, 2010

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://votw.wikispaces.com/file/view/children_holding_hands_around_the_world.gif/31245573/children_holding_hands_around_the_world.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 “God is God of All" 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn about how Jesus wants all people to come to know Him as their Lord and Savior.

PREPARATION: You will need a bag of M&M’s, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Acts 10; Colossians 1:27
ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Which color M&M’s do you like best?  Do they taste the same?  Why?  Why not? (Share the bag of M&M’s with the children and discuss if any of the colors taste different from the others.)
READ: “All means ALL”
QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. What country was Cornelius from?  (Caesarea)
2. Why did he receive a dream from God?  (Because he loved God and God wanted to reveal a special message to him.)
3. What did the angel tell him to do?  (Send for a man named Peter.)
4. When Peter arrived at the house of Cornelius, what happened?  (Peter began to tell them about Jesus and then they were baptized.)
5. Were Cornelius and his family Jewish?  (No)




Christmas has come and gone! Wasn’t it wonderful to open up those beautiful presents, all wrapped with ribbon and bows? Remember how they were placed under the Christmas tree, just waiting to be unwrapped. If those beautiful presents had mouths to speak, I bet they would have said something like this…“Hurry…we’ve been waiting and waiting…Come and open us!”  

In the blink of an eye, you make a mad dash to the tree and find out that the presents have other names on them, the names of your brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, neighbors and friends! When you were just a small child, I’m sure you thought that EVERY present under the tree was for YOU…you were only a child then, but now that your family is growing, other people are receiving presents, too, not just you. When you’re young, you don’t always understand how the sharing of Christmas gifts work. It is a mystery to you…but as you get older, it becomes easier to understand.

When we become Christians, we become members of the family of God.  And as members of God’s family, we receive salvation that comes from God Himself.  We may not all look or act the same, but we all receive the same gift of salvation, that unifies us together into God’s family.

Here’s a story of some people who received that special gift that the other Christians at that time didn’t think that they could receive.


Once, there was a godly soldier named Cornelius who lived in the city of Caesarea.  Although this man prayed and offered sacrifices to God, like the Jews did, he was not a Jew. He and his family closely followed the beliefs of the Jews.  He even gave money to help the Jews who were poor.


One afternoon, Cornelius had a vision. In the vision, an angel said, “Cornelius! Your prayers have risen to God and He is greatly pleased with them.  Send your men to a city called Joppa.  There you will find a man named Peter.  He is staying with a man named Simon. Bring him back to your house.”  The next day, Cornelius sent several of his men to go and find Peter.


While in the city of Joppa, Peter had gone up on the roof top balcony of the house where he was staying in order to pray.  While he was there, he became very hungry and asked for some food. While he was waiting, Peter, too, also had a type of vision. Suddenly, Peter saw heaven open up and a large white sheet held up by its four corners slowly coming down from the sky to the ground.  On the sheet were all kinds of animals that the Jewish people were told not to eat….like pigs and other animals.  A voice spoke and said, “Peter!  Get up, cook these animals and eat!”  Peter said, “No, way, Lord.  I have never eaten anything that was unclean and not good to eat. Why would I start now?”  The voice spoke three times and said, “Don’t call unclean those things that God has cleaned.”  The sheet then rose back up into the sky.


While Peter was wondering if he was dreaming about what he had seen, the men who Cornelius had sent to find Peter arrived at the house.  The Holy Spirit spoke to Peter saying, “Get up and go with the men who are looking for you.  I, myself, have sent them.”  So the next day, Peter left with the men to go to Cornelius’s house.

When Peter arrived at Cornelius’ house, Cornelius fell to the ground and worshiped him.  Peter told him to worship God alone and told him, “Stand up, for I am just a man like you.”  So Cornelius told Peter about the vision he had seen.  Peter then said, “I now understand that God is not a Person who shows that He loves one person over another, but instead He loves all people the same.”  Peter then began telling Cornelius and everyone else that was there about how Jesus had died so that all people could be saved. 

And while Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit came upon Cornelius and his family.  The Jews who had traveled with Peter were amazed when they saw Cornelius and the other people who were not Jews receiving the free gift of salvation and worshipping God.  The gift of the Holy Spirit had been given to people who were not Jews!


Peter then said, “Surely no one can stop these people from being baptized as we were.”  He then ordered that they be baptized in the Name of the Lord Jesus.


Peter and the other Jews learned a valuable lesson that day—that God loves and accepts all people, not just one type of person. He wants all people to know Jesus and have him be the boss of their lives. They learned that whoever accepts Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is chosen by God…and Christ is in you…your hope of Glory. 

Taken in part from Bethany World Prayer Center Children’s Ministry
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY:  “CLAPPY CAT”


	Have the players form a circle.  Choose one player to be the “sleeping cat.”  The cat stands in the center of the circle with eyes closed and hands about one foot apart, ready to clap.  Have the other children act like mice and creep around the cat, making quiet, mousy squeaks.  Tell the mice to try to tap the palm of the cat’s paws.


	If the cat feels a mouse, the cat claps his or her paws before the mouse escapes.  If the paw is touched, the mouse becomes the cat and the cat goes to the center of the circle.  When only one mouse remains in the circle, he or she becomes the first cat for the next game.





“All means ALL!”


(Based on Acts 10)





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:27





RETURN:  Return to the LIFE Group.  Have the children show off their “bulging muscles” as they quote their Bible Memory Verse for the adults. The children then pray with the Adult LIFE Group and share in the fellowship time together.





RETURN:  Return to the LIFE Group.  Have the children show off their “bulging muscles” as they quote their Bible Memory Verse for the adults. The children then pray with the Adult LIFE Group and share in the fellowship time together.





MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:  “BULGING MUSCLES”


Tell the children that they will be in a “Mr. or Miss Mighty Muscles” contest.  After quoting the verse with the children and they are familiar with it, have each child quote the verse in front of the other children while making a funny pose to show off their muscles.  After all the children have quoted their verse, have the children select which child was the best poser/quoter.


			


			











   











