Kid’s Slot – Jan. 10th – Jan. 16th, 2010 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that no one wins unless they love others first.
PREPARATION: You will need a bag of candy, a spool of sewing thread, scissors, writing paper, markers, masking tape, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Hebrews 12:14

ICEBREAKER: Ask each child to tell of a time when they won something (a game, a prize, an award, an honor, OR a contest) they were proud of.  After a brief sharing time, tell them they are going to play a game.
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:   “Try to be at  peace with everyone, and try to live a holy  life, because no one  will see the Lord  without it.”  Hebrews 12:14    
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RETURN:    Return to the  Life  Group. Have the children  recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the children  display the thread on  their fingers and explain what it  means.  Have each child hold up their “thread fingers”  and tell the  g roup what the thread is reminding them to  love and  live in peace with each other.  Pray with the  Adults and then join them in fellowship.  





ACTIVITY:  Form two teams for Tug of War.  Clear the middle of your room, if possible, to make room for the competition.  Place a piece of masking tape on the floor as a divider between teams.  Then about 20 feet of regular sewing thread on the floor in a straight line, with 10 feet of thread on either side of the masking tape.  You could use the hallway, if needed, or adjust the length of the thread to accommodate your room size.





Say:  “The object of this Tug of War is for each team to pull on its end of the thread and drag everyone on the other team





across the masking tape line.  If your team is successful, you win a bag of goodies.  But listen carefully:  If the thread breaks, then neither team wins anything and no one gets the candy!  So, think about the best way to really win this competition.  I’ll give you one minute to talk it over.”





Give the teams one minute to plan their strategy.  Then have each team grab the end of the thread.  On “go,” have the children start the competition.





What’s Up?:  Since it’s impossible for one team to really drag the other across the line without breaking the thread, the only way the children can win this Tug of War is to agree, in advance, to split the winnings with the other team.  One team can agree to let itself be “dragged” across the line; then the two teams can divide the goodies.  If the children don’t decide to do this and the thread breaks, don’t award the goodies to either team.  Don’t make any suggestions as to the best way to play the game.  Let the children decide for themselves.  





If the thread breaks, ask:


Was this an impossible Tug of War to win?


What could your team have done differently to win the goodies?


How could your teams have worked together and showed the love of God to get at least half of the goodies? (Put the goodies out of sight for the moment.  Don’t let the children get distracted about sharing the goodies.)





If the teams successfully cooperate to win the goodies, Ask:


How did you feel about your solution to this Tug of War?


Was it the best way to win?


Did you mind being the losing team, even if you got half of the goodies? (Tell the children they can share the goodies after the lesson.)








BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Try to be at peace with everyone, and try to live a holy life, because no one will see the Lord without it.”  Hebrews 12:14








RETURN:  Return to the Cell Group. Have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the children display the thread on their fingers and explain what it means.  Have each child hold up their “thread fingers” and tell the cell group what the thread is reminding them to cooperate and live in peace with each other.  Pray with the Adults and then join them in fellowship.





Read Hebrews 12:14 “Try to be at peace with everyone, and try to live a holy life, because no one will see the Lord without it.”





Ask:  (Give the children plenty of time to talk about the questions.)


How was this Tug of War like problems you have in your family?


When you face a problem with your brother or sister, do you usually work with the person to find a solution or do you just fight about it?


Why is it important to “live in peace” with your family?


What are ways you’ve tried to “live in peace” with family or friends?





Give the children paper and markers and have them write down their suggestions to the last question (ex: “be patient”, “be happy,” “count to 10 when I get mad,” “talk to the person I’m mad at,” “don’t argue about who was playing with something last, just pick it up” and others like this.)  Let the children give you examples when they were “peacemakers” and showed love for one another and how the situation worked out for the best.
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CLOSING ACTIVITY:  Place the thread and scissors in the center of your room and have the children gather around them.  Ask each of the children to look at the list of peacemaking solutions and choose one idea they can try the next time they have a problem with a family member (or think of a solution on their own.)  One by one, have the children step forward, cut a small piece of thread, and say aloud that they are going to try to be a peacemaker and show the love of God. Have the children help each other tie their thread pieces around a finger as a reminder of their idea.





(If the teams lost at Tug of War, share the goodies with the children after the lesson explaining that everyone wins when we try to live in peace.) 
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