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OVERVIEW:  The children will hear a story about making sure Jesus is the center of Christmas!
PREPARATION:  You will need your NIV Bible and some special holiday cookies or treats!
BIBLE STORY & VERSES: Luke 2:1-20 

ICEREAKER:  If you could only have ONE present for Christmas, what would it be?
Read:  Something is Missing for Christmas! 
DISCUSSION

1. What were some of the things Jenny and Bobby did while waiting for Christmas Eve?
2. What were some of the fun things they did as a family?
3. Why didn’t Jenny and Bobby want to go to bed?
4. Why did Jenny and Bobby clean out their closets?
5. What was missing in their den on Christmas morning?
6. What book did Dad read from?
7. What did Jenny and Bobby do when they realized Jesus was missing?

8. How about you…is Jesus missing in YOUR Christmas?
9. How can you bring Jesus back into your Christmas?

Say: We celebrate Christmas because we want to celebrate the birth of Jesus. We give and receive presents because it reminds us of the wise men, who brought Jesus presents…and because Jesus is the best “gift” anyone could receive. Then share some of the special holiday cookies/treats with the children.
Bible Memory Verse:  “Mary wrapped Jesus in cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for him.” Luke 2: 7
CLOSING:  Like last week, have the children hold hands together and sing a Christmas song and pray that this Christmas will be their BEST CHRISTMAS EVER if they place Jesus in the center of their hearts and lives.

Ask the children for their personal prayer requests and have them pray for each other.  Ask the children to think of someone they can bring with them next Life Group meeting and pray for the ones they will invite. The children then return to the Life Group and join in the prayer and fellowship time together.
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Something’s Missing for Christmas!

Jenny and Bobby could hardly wait…at last, Christmas was finally coming. They had marked off every day with a big red “X” on their December calendar, in great anticipation of December 25th finally arriving! Oh my! Were they excited! Stockings hung – Check! Cookies and Milk ready – Check! Front porch light on – Check! Christmas tree and Lights ready – Check! Clean out messy closets to make room for more toys – Check!

They had already finished their school Christmas Play, already went “Christmas Lights Looking” with their parents in Lafreniere Park and even went to “Celebration in the Oaks” to see the beautiful decorations…Yes, Jenny and Bobby were more than ready – they were even wondering how they could fall asleep tonight…Christmas Eve! ~ Their second favorite day of the year, besides Christmas morning! They told Mom and Dad good night about a million times…but never seemed to really make their way to bed…and now it was getting close to midnight!


“Just five more minutes,” said Jenny. “I’m just too excited to sleep!” Dad finally said, “Nope, you said five more minutes about five times now…off to bed, the both of you, or you’ll be too tired to wake up Christmas morning.


Dad was right…both Jenny and Bobby were fighting sleep and were holding back their yawns…but they said goodnight one more time and headed off to bed.


It wasn’t long before they were fast asleep. Dad and Mom were enjoying a cup of hot tea in front of the fireplace, while watching the fire’s beautiful colors of red, yellow and orange. Dad said, “Something’s missing this Christmas…we really were so busy with buying presents and going shopping and making cookies and decorating the house that we completely forgot to read the story of the birth of Jesus from the Gospel of Luke. I think we’ll read it tomorrow morning, when the kids wake up.” Mom thought that was a great idea, too…

The next morning, bright and early, Jenny and Bobby ran from their bedrooms and into the den. The fireplace was glowing with crackling logs, mom was frying bacon in the kitchen, and Dad was sitting on the sofa, quietly reading from his Bible. Under the tree were presents of every shape and size, sparking in the light of the twinkling lights from the tree. Jenny and Bobby hurried in to take a look at their “stash” under the tree.


The called to Mom and Dad to come join them…sharing that they just couldn’t wait one minute longer! Dad said, “Hold on there a minute…something’s missing! Can’t you see it? We seem to have walked right past it and now I realize it’s gone!” Bobby and Jenny took a look around the room and couldn’t notice anything missing…it was all there ~ the tree, the stockings, now bulging with surprises, cookies and milk were gone, fireplace burning, and presents – oh the presents – that awaited them piled high under the tree!


“What do you mean, “missing” Dad? Everything is here…let’s get down to business….Come on…we’ve got presents to open…lots of presents!


Dad told them to look again…that no one would open their presents until they found the one thing that was missing. Jenny and Bobby went from one corner of the room to the other…and everything seemed just like it was the night before – except for the presents. They were confused…but finally, Bobby found what was “missing!”


“Over here, Jenny! I found what was missing!” Sure enough, Jenny and Bobby went straight over to the Nativity scene, where Mom had set up Mary and Joseph, two sheep, a cow, the three wise men and their camels and the star!


“Where’s JESUS, said Jenny. “Jesus is missing! Where is he?” Dad replied that it seems that Jesus had been missing the entire month of December as Jenny and Bobby crossed of the days on their calendar in anticipation of Christmas. They had made room for more toys, but hadn’t made room for Jesus!

Dad opened his Bible to Luke, chapter 2 and began reading about that first Christmas…and how there was no room for Jesus that night, either, which is why he was born in a stable.


Jenny and Bobby thought about the words Dad had just read from Luke and realized they hadn’t made any room for Jesus in their hearts and plans this Christmas, either. Right away, they placed Jesus right back in the middle of their Nativity scene…sang some beautiful Christmas carols in honor of his birth and prayed together as a family. Now, they were ready to open their presents and praise the Lord on his special day…yes, I guess you could say this was the BEST CHRISTMAS EVER!
 

