Kid’s Slot ~ Dec. 13th - Dec. 19th, 2009 
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OVERVIEW:  The children will experience the story of Jesus’ birth

PREPARATION:  The children will be reenacting the Christmas story: you can use a shawl for Mary or a bathrobe for Joseph. Use your imagination.  You will also need your NIV Bible

BIBLE STORY & VERSES: Luke 2:1-20 and Matthew 1:21

ICEREAKER:  What is the most favorite gift that you have received for Christmas?

Read:  The Christmas Story

DISCUSSION

1. Why was Jesus born?

2.  Is Jesus alive today?

3.  How does our manger scene compare to the ones you’ve seen at home or in the store?

4. How does Jesus’ birth compare to the way other kings are born?

5. Why did God choose to have Jesus born in such an ordinary place, surrounded by such ordinary people?

6. Have you ever asked Jesus to come into your heart? If not, would you like to do that right now? 

7. What gift can you bring to Jesus this Christmas?

8. Talk about practical ways to show love (i.e. bring a neighbor some cookies; invite them to your cell; call your grandparents; color a picture and bring it to someone who might not get visited at Christmas; go Christmas Caroling. Encourage the children to think of others and of different ways they can reach out to them.

Say: We celebrate Christmas because we want to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Maybe you have a manger scene in your home. What do most manger scenes show?

Activity:  Reenact the Christmas story.  Let each child choose the part they would like to play (i.e. shepherd, an animal in the stable, Caesar Augustus, Joseph, Mary, the inn keeper, an angel, the donkey Mary rode on…)

Bible Memory Verse:  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” Luke 2:14
CLOSING:  Have the children gather around the manger scene and sing, “Away in the Manger.”  Then ask the children to silently pray for Jesus to show them one way they can celebrate the real meaning of Christmas. Ask the children for their personal prayer requests and have them pray for each other.  Ask the children to think of someone they can bring with them next cell meeting and pray for the ones they will invite. The children then return to the Life Group and introduce themselves, in character, to the rest of the members.  Have them share why they were important in the birth of Christ. The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.
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The Christmas Story

Introduction

Say:

Something big is about to happen.  All the stores are decorated, there is excitement in the air, and people are looking forward to celebrating with their families.

Ask:  

Who knows what this big day is?

Why do you think we make such a big deal about Christmas?

Read:

The Christmas Story from Luke 2:1-19

[image: image1.wmf]Soon after the birth of John the Baptist, an angel came to Joseph in a dream.  Joseph was the carpenter from Nazareth who was going to marry Mary, the cousin of Elizabeth, John’s mother.  Joseph was a worried man, because he knew that Mary was going to have a child.  He could not understand how this could have happened. But the angel brought him a comforting message from God, “Do not be upset, Joseph,” he said, “The baby Mary is going to have is a special gift from God.  It is God Who has brought that baby to life in her.  She will have a Son.  You must give Him the name of Jesus, which means ‘Jehovah is Salvation,’ because He will save His people from their sins.  All this is happening to fulfil the words of the prophets about the Savior God has promised to His people for many centuries.”

Not long afterward, Joseph and Mary were married and Joseph looked after her carefully. At this time the Roman emperor, Caesar Augustus, decided that a census should be taken in all his empire.  Mary and Joseph had to leave Nazareth and travel to the little town of Bethlehem so they could report for the census. It was very near the time for Mary’s baby to be born.  Because it was quite along journey, nearly a hundred miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem, Mary rode on the back of a donkey.  When they reached the little town of Bethlehem after that very tiring journey, there were so many people there already that there was no room for Mary and Joseph in the inn.  The only place that could be found for them that night was the stable.  There, Mary and Joseph had to spend the night. During the night, Mary’s baby was born.  Because there was no bed for Him, they wrapped Him in clothes and laid Him down on the straw in the manger. And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks of sheep at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone all around them.  The shepherds were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. Suddenly a great company of heavenly hosts appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace to men on whom His favor rests.  When the angels left them and went back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.  So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had been told about this child and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  But Mary treasured up all these things in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.  
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