Everybody Needs Joy this Christmas! 
Life Group Agenda for the week of Dec 27, 2009-Jan 2, 2010
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What’s the best thing that happened to you in 2009?” This week, we wrap up our series titled, “What Everybody Needs this Christmas.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Matthew 2:9-11 and I John 1:3-4 
In this series, we have discussed our need for comfort, victory, security, and peace. In this agenda, we get to the best thing about Christmas and that is joy. There are many times in life that we might experience sorrow. Sometimes the sorrow is great, like when you’ve lost a loved one. Sometimes just living everyday life can bring us down. The good news is that Jesus came to bring joy to our lives and it is not his intent for us to walk in sorrow or depression. In order to live above the sorrow, we must take our focus off of ourselves and put the focus on Him.  

1. Looking at the Bible verses listed above, in what or in whom did the writers find joy? Why did those things bring them joy? 
2. What kinds of things (events, people, objects, etc) bring you joy?
3. How does our joy or lack of joy impact others?

4. There are certainly times in life when sorrow is an appropriate response. What can we do for those who are experiencing those sorrowful times?
5. When you’ve experienced times of sorrow in your life, what did you do to keep from letting the sorrow overwhelm you? 
6. How can demonstrate and/or communicate to others the comfort, victory, peace, security, and joy that Jesus can bring to their lives?
7. How can we pray for one another?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. With Christmas 2009 behind us and 2010 before us, what plans do you have as a Life Group to multiply to reach your community for Christ? If you haven’t set a date to multiply, talk with your coach or community pastor about doing that.
2. Our annual prayer and fasting emphasis will take place in January. Look for more details to come soon in one of our upcoming worship services.
3. Our theme for 2010 is, An Inconvenient Love. To kick off the theme, our pastors will be preaching through the book of Colossians starting in January.  
4. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.
(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
