Kid’s Slot – Nov. 8th – 14th, 2009  
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 “A New Heart!” 
Overview:  The children will learn how much God loves them and how He wants to change their hearts so He can be their “Forever Friend.”
Preparation: You will need construction paper and markers and your NIV Bible. Safety scissors are optional.
Bible Story/Verse: John 3; Ezekiel 36:26; Luke 15:8-10
Icebreaker:  Tell about something or someone that you LOVE with all your heart!
Discussion Questions: Read “Nick at Night” Bible Story on the other side and ask the following questions: 

1. What does sin do to man’s heart? (It makes it hard)

2.  When the Bible says, ‘For God so loved the world…’ whom was it talking about? (All the people in the world)

3. What did God send Jesus into the world to give all people? 

(A new heart)

Life Application:

1.  What things changed in your life when you accepted Jesus?

2.  What things can you do to show God that you love Him?

3.  What things does God do for you to show you He loves you?

4.  What do you think living with Jesus forever in heaven will be   like?

Ask the children if Jesus is their “Forever Friend.” Pray with any child who would like to be saved. 

Activity:  “Name Jumble” 

Choose a child to be “It.” Have the rest of the children sit in a circle.

How to Play:

This game is like Duck, Duck Goose, but with a twist. The person who is “It” will walk around the circle and pat each person on the head while calling out that person’s first name. When “It” says an incorrect name – either on purpose or not---that person that was tapped must jump up and chase “It” around the circle. If “It” can run around the circle and sit in the chaser’s place without being tagged, the chaser becomes “It” and starts the game again. If “It” is tagged, he or she must sit in the middle of the circle until someone else is caught and takes his or her place. 


Bible Memory Verse:  

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you.” 

Ezekiel 36:26
Return to the Life Group:

Have the children return to the Life Group and show their hearts…one that was ugly and dirty and the one that is beautiful and clean…now that Jesus is inside! The children then recite their Bible Memory Verse and join in the prayer and fellowship time.
“Nick at Night”

From John 3

Late one night, a very holy man named Nicodemus met Jesus to talk with him.  You see, Nicodemus was a Pharisee and an important Jewish leader. He had seen Jesus perform miracles and knew that there was something very different about Jesus, but wanted Jesus to explain a few things to him. Jesus simply told Nicodemus that he must be born again if he wanted to be in God’s kingdom. This seemed quite confusing to Nicodemus. Jesus’ teaching about a new birth from God should not have been strange to Nicodemus. He was an expert in scripture and again and again the prophets had spoken of that very experience of which Jesus was speaking.  He knew the scripture in Ezekiel that says, “I will take out the stubborn hearts of stone from your bodies and I will give you obedient hearts of flesh. I will put my Spirit inside you and help you live by my rules and carefully obey my laws.” (Ezekiel 36:26) When someone has a heart that is full of sin it makes his or her heart hard. It makes them stubborn and disobedient.  To really love God, we need a new heart from God.  When we receive this new heart, we are born again, when we ask Jesus to become our “Forever Friend.”
So Nicodemus asked Jesus how was it possible to become a baby and be born a second time.  Jesus said that human life comes from human parents, but a spiritual life comes from the Spirit. 

Jesus told Nicodemus that just like the blowing of the wind… we may not know where it is coming from or where it is going, but you can certainly see what it does. You may not understand where a tornado came from or where it is going next, but you can see the houses it destroys and the uprooted trees it leaves behind. You may not understand how electricity works, but you can sure see how it can light up a darkened room. Jesus explained that “the Spirit” is exactly the same.  You may not know how the Spirit works; but you can see the results of the Spirit in someone’s life, once they are born again. You are a “new person” and everyone can see the change in your life!

Jesus told another story in Luke 15 about a woman who lost something very valuable to her…it was a special coin…she looked and looked for it, but couldn’t find it. She turned on every light, swept the floor and finally, she found it! She was soooo happy that she called her friends over so they could be happy with her – to share in the joy of her finding the coin. 


Just like that lost coin, the Lord rejoices over you, when Jesus “finds” you and you give him your heart! The angels are jumping up and down, rejoicing in heaven, too, for they are so happy about your choice to follow Jesus. When you give Jesus your heart, He changes from the inside out and now you are ready to listen and obey the word of God in your life.

When we are born again, we receive a new heart from God in our spirit. You cannot see this heart.  You know it’s new because you can obey God’s commands with a happy and willing heart. Your actions change, your words change, your thoughts change…you’re not the same person you used to be! At Celebration Church, the Lord is in the business of changing hearts every day. Since we’ve been a church these last 20 years, thousands and thousands of people have had a “heart change” and are now following Jesus. They, too, are changed from the inside out! Have you been changed, too?  Are you born again? Is Jesus your “Forever Friend?” Won’t you ask Him today to change your heart…so you can follow hard after God?
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Clean Heart: Have the children draw pictures of two hearts on their construction paper…one on one side of the paper and another on the other side of the paper. Have them draw one heart that is dirty with sin and one that is beautiful and shining!!! Since Jesus is in their hearts…their hearts now look lovely – with black marks or dirty spots on it! Pray over the hearts, thanking God for the NEW heart He has placed in them!








