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 “Little Lost Sheep!” 
OVERVIEW: Children will discover how special they are to the Lord…and how He seeks after them when they or anyone is lost!
PREPARATION: You will need copies of the attached picture, school glue and a bag of cotton balls; your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: Ask: Have you ever lost something you really needed and wanted and had to look and look for it until you found it? Maybe it was one of your school books, or a library book or part of your school uniform; or birthday money…Did you find it or is it still lost? How did you feel when you were searching for it? Maybe you helped someone look for something they lost…like your parent’s keys or the DVD your family rented from Blockbusters….Let the children share their story and how they FELT while they were looking(
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 18:10-14

READ: “Shepherd Sam…the good shepherd”
Bible Story (On the other side)



Shepherd Sam…the good shepherd!
Once upon a time, there was a man named Shepherd Sam, who was a wonderful and loving shepherd whose job it was to care for 100 of the most wonderful sheep in the village. First, let me explain a little bit about what a shepherd’s job is! A shepherd is a person who watches over his sheep day and night! Unlike your mommy or daddy who may go to work and then come home after work is over, the shepherd’s job is NEVER OVER…he is always with is sheep and his sheep are always with him. The shepherd goes out with his sheep in the morning when they go out to nibble on grass all day and he brings them in at night, to a safe place, so they can rest and so he can rest, too! The shepherd is there to protect the sheep from wolves and from getting lost or hurt by wandering away from the rest of the flock of sheep.  
One thing about shepherds, though, is this - they LOVE their sheep with all their hearts. To a good shepherd, his sheep aren’t just   a bunch of animals…they are HIS SHEEP….he knows them by name. The one with the big eyes, he may call Roger…the one with the crooked leg, he may call Leroy….the mommy with the two little lambs, he may call Sweetie Pie…the one with the small black spot on his back he may call Spotty…a good shepherd loves his sheep so much, he will fight a wolf or climb a dangerous mountain to rescue one of his very own sheep that may wander away. Yes…a good shepherd will do anything for his sheep – even lay down his own life!
Not only does a good shepherd know his sheep by name, his sheep KNOW their own shepherd. Since many shepherds go out to the field together with all their sheep nibbling the grass in one big flock, there may be hundreds and hundreds of sheep together, when it’s time to come in at night, each shepherd has a special way to call his very own sheep that only his very own sheep know! Each shepherd uses his own special call…and those sheep follow the voice of their own shepherd! Isn’t that amazing? One by one, the sheep line up to be near their shepherd and he takes them back to safety each night, so he and his sheep can rest. And one by one, the shepherd counts his sheep, to make sure each one returns to him. Let’s see – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5….On and on he counts until every sheep has returned to him.

So, back to our story…One evening, as Shepherd Sam was counting his sheep, he realized that one…just one…of his sheep wasn’t there. Just one! For you or me, we might say – BIG DEAL – there are 99 sheep…that’s close enough. For Shepherd Sam, even one sheep missing out of the 100 was enough for him to leave his 99 sheep in safety while he went out on his own to find that one missing little sheep. Suppose the sheep had wandered on the side of a cliff and needed to be rescued. Suppose a wolf had him cornered by a big rock and he couldn’t run away. Well…Shepherd Sam was going to rescue that little sheep – no matter what. And guess what! He did…he found him stuck in a thorny bush, unable to free himself. They were both soooo happy to find each other that the shepherd carried that little sheep on his shoulders – back to the other 99 sheep! What a great time it was for ALL of his sheep to be together again.
You know what, just like Shepherd Sam, Jesus is our Good Shepherd – he wants you to be with safe with him…he wants YOU to know his voice and he wants YOU to follow him where he leads you. Jesus doesn’t want to loose any one of his children and he will go out to find the ones who are lost and away from Jesus – so he can bring them back to him – where they are safe and protected by the best shepherd of all – Jesus himself!
Do you know the voice of Jesus…are you listening to him? Who do you know that needs to answer the call of Jesus! Is it YOU???
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I’m praying for these “Lost Sheep” who need Jesus! (Write their names on the lines below)

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.”  Matthew 18:14





ACTIVITY: “The One Lost Sheep!”


Give each child a picture of the sheep to glue on pieces of cotton. You can stretch the cotton balls to cover the sheep as you glue it to the paper. Have the children write at the bottom of the paper the names of the people who are “lost sheep” -  people who are lost and don’t know Jesus; people who have wandered away from Jesus and need to listen to his voice and come back; people who are hurt and are having problems and need to be rescued by the shepherd! Lay hands on the pictures and pray for the people by name! Be sure to ask each child if they have listened to the voice of the Good Shepherd…. Have them write their own names, too, if they have wandered away, or if they are lost. Pray that all who need to hear the voice of the Good Shepherd, Jesus, will listen and obey! Pray with any child who wants to ask Jesus to be the boss of his/her life at this time. Rejoice in what God is going to do in the lives of these children and in the lives of the people for which they are praying. Be sure to write the names of the people for whom the children are praying for in the Prayer Notebook (and any other of the children’s Prayer Requests or Answered Prayers from God.) 





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group. Have the children display their Lost Sheep Pictures and read the names of the people for whom they are praying. The children then recite their Bible Memory Verse and read the prayer requests they have written in their Prayer Notebook. The children then join in a time of praying together and fellowship. 











