Kid’ Slot – Nov. 15th – Nov. 21st, 2009 
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 “A Heart of Forgiveness” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn the story of the prodigal son and what forgiveness is all about.  

PREPARATION: You will need a plate of cookies (enough for each child to have some), old socks, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE:  Luke 15:11-24; 2 Corinthians 5:17
ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Have you ever lost anything and when you found it you were very happy?  What was it that you lost?
READ: “OUR WAY HOME” Bible Story 

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Who was Jesus telling this story to?  (Pharisees)
2. Why were the Pharisees confronting Jesus?  (Because He was speaking with “sinners.”)
3. What did the youngest son of the father want from him?  (His share of the money.)
4. What did he do with it?  (Lost it all living a life of sin.)
5. Describe what the father did when he saw his son coming back?  (He ran and hugged him.)
 DISCUSS:               

1. Can you tell of a time when you wanted to leave home?  Why did you want to leave?

2. Do you think you would have “made it” on your own?  Why?  Why not?

3. Have you been tempted with sin lately? What type of sin was it?

4. Do you know anyone who has walked away from God and needs to come back to Him?  Do you want to pray for him/her now?

5. Describe how you may be like the younger son.


MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITIES:  “MARCHING TIME!”  

Have all the children to line up in line like soldiers.  Advise them to begin marching in place.  After marching for a moment, begin quoting the verse, with the children echoing you.  After you complete the verse several times, see if the children can quote it when you say, “Sound Off!”





All of us, at times, feel that we could do better living on our own.  Perhaps we think that we are being mistreated or are being worked too hard at home.  But things are different when you leave home.  Let’s hear a story about a young man who wanted to find out what it was like away from home.


One day Jesus was telling a story to some Pharisees after they had spoken harshly Him for eating with people who were sinners and tax-collectors.  He said, “A certain man had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of family money that is mine.’ And he divided his wealth between them.  And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything he owned together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he spent his money unwisely, living in sin.  Now when he had spent all of his money, a severe famine (where no food could be found) occurred in the country where he was living, and he was hungry and alone.  And he went and became a servant to a man of that country who sent him into the field to feed the pigs.  


While he was feeding the pigs, he was so hungry that he thought about eating what the pigs themselves were eating, which was left-over garbage and scraps of food from the owner’s table. Suddenly, he realized that he should not have left home.  He said, ‘How many of the servants that my father has; they have plenty of food to eat; but I’m sitting here dying of hunger!  I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.  I know that I am not worthy to be your son anymore, but please make me a servant.’


So the young man got up and started back to his home.  But while the young man was still a good distance from his house, his father saw him and felt sorry for him.  The father then ran to him and hugged, and kissed him.  And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be your son, but please make me like one of your servants.’


But the father said to his servants, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.  And then bring the fattest calf there is and prepare a feast, and let us be merry; for this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.’ And they began to be merry.”


Can you believe this?  This young son left his father and went and lost all of his money, living in sin!  And yet, his father took him back, as nothing had happened.  What would you do if you were the father in this story?  


Jesus was telling the Pharisees that all of us walk away from our Father in heaven, when you decide to walk down the road of sin.  And after you have lost everything to sin, your heart will long to be back with your Father.  You can desire to come back all you want, but it’s not until you ask for forgiveness and have a change of heart that your Father welcomes you back...reminding you that HE never left you in the first place!

That younger son is just like you.  Sometimes, you want to do something that is sinful, because you think that it won’t hurt you; that you can control it.  But, you can't.  When you do walk away, you must realize that you need to run back to the arms of your Heavenly Father, who has been waiting for you all along; to forgive you and restore you and make you a new creation in Christ! God gives you a new heart…a heart that follows after HIM. That’s what I call a loving and forgiving God.



Taken in part from the Children’s Ministry of Bethany World Prayer Center
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” 2 Corinthians 5:17








ACTIVITY:  “Mother May I?”





Most children know how to play this popular recess game…You are the “caller or Mother” and you tell the children to do a certain activity…BUT, the children must ask, “Mother, may I?” before they perform the activity, or they must go back to the starting line.


How to Play: Fill a plate with enough cookies for your entire group.  Play this game in the grass or on a carpeted area.  Put the plate of cookies at one end of the playing area.  Line up the children on the opposite side of the room in a single file. As the “Mother,” call out an activity for the children to do, to advance toward the plate of cookies. If a child forgets to say, “Mother, may I?” they must go back to the starting line. The first child to reach the cookies gets to take one…and sit down until everyone has had a turn.  


Action 1-Cherry Twirl


Action 2-Banana Split


Action 3-Giant Step


Action 4-Baby Step


Action 5-Bunny Hop














RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse to the adults “Army Style.”     The children then pray with the adults and share in the fellowship time together.





“OUR WAY HOME”


(Based on Luke 15:11:24)





ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY:  “SOCK IT TO ME”


BEFORE the game, make old socks into balls by rolling them up and tucking the extra fabric around to hold them in shape.  Gather kids in a circle.  Tell kids they’re going to play a zany game of Memory.  Explain that the first time they toss the sock ball to someone, they’re to remember who they tossed it to, and for the rest of the game, and they’re to toss the ball to that same person.  Go slowly until all the kids are familiar with the pattern they’ve set.  Then keep the ball going in the same pattern for a few minutes.  Then add another sock ball and keep both going at once in the pattern.  See how many sock balls older kids can keep in play while maintaining the pattern. Don’t watch this game too closely from the sidelines-it will make you dizzy.





Prayer:  


Ask the children to get in a circle and pray for one another under your leadership. Ask the children to think of someone to bring with them next week and pray for the one they plan to invite. Record prayer requests and answered prayers in children’s prayer notebook. 














