Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 – Sept. 13th – 19th, 2009   
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OVERVIEW: The children will learn about always putting God first!

PREPARATION: You will need paper, markers, 5” by 7” index cards, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.  (This is a notebook that is kept by the Life Group Leader and brought to the group each week.  In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Isaiah 44:8-9; Luke 10:25-27

ICEBREAKER: Ask:

· Have you ever heard someone say “good luck” before they take a test at school or go to the doctor or go on a trip?  (Let the children respond.)
· What do people carry with them or do—for “good luck?” (finding a four-leaf clover, cross their fingers, knock on wood, have a lucky charm or lucky penny, carry a rabbit’s foot…and anything else you or the kids can think of.)
· Is there really any such thing as “luck?” (No, God is in control of everything and carrying something in your pocket won’t make any difference.)
READ: “GOD FIRST!” Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
· Do you know why these people will not put God first?  (Bad habits; not trusting God; selfish)                  

· How would you feel if you were the one true God and people chose other things over you?


ACTIVITY:  Have the children tell you one thing they own that they really treasure. ( a favorite stuffed animal or blanket, teddy bear, doll, a toy, their Wii or X-box, etc.)  Write down each child’s item on a piece of paper.  One by one, let that child attempt to bow down before it and to pretend to worship it before stopping them.  

Say:  “Wait a minute, you can’t worship that.  It’s only a ……..It’s not God.  It doesn’t love you, look after you and give you the very air you breathe every day!  This thing does not control the universe like God does!”

Say:  Nothing or No One can ever replace the one, true God.



Read Isaiah 44:8-9 Say:  Listen to this story:

God looked sadly around His world one day.  So many people had problems and so many of them wanted to be happy in life.  “If only they would love me and follow me, I could help them,” He thought.  Look at that man in India.  He has taken a piece of silver and melted it and made it into a statue of an elephant.  Now he is bowing down to worship it.

Over there in Metairie is a boy who won’t stop playing with his Wii.  All day and all night that’s all he wants to do!  He won’t read his Bible, go to church, take a bath or go to bed on time because he might miss out on playing his game! As soon as he comes home from school, off he goes to play with is Wii…he will hardly let anyone else take a turn!
Over there, there is a girl who won’t get off her computer…she’s playing games, sending messages and too busy to do her homework or help her mom with things around the house. She “loves” her computer and has a hard time staying away from it. It makes her sooo happy!
God is so sad when we trust in things that cannot help us in anyway.  People will try to worship the very things that God Himself made instead of worshipping Him who made these things.  Anything that comes before God in our lives is an idol.  God hates idols of any kind!  Jesus told the religious leaders of His day that the first and greatest commandment is, “You should love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind!”  When you follow this commandment, then you will make God happy with you! 
God loves each and every one of you…and has a great plan for your life. When you keep God first, he will tell you wonderful and mighty things that will bless you and protect you and direct you. Won’t you make God #1 in your life?
TIPS ON LEADING A CHILDREN’S LESSON IN YOUR CELL GROUP

· Children should be included in the welcome and worship;
· Children love to worship the Lord through song and movement.  You can make “shakers” by putting red beans in small margarine containers that have been taped closed.  Encourage the children to raise or clap their hands.  Be on the lookout for plastic instruments you can pick up at a garage sale or thrift store.

· The children are then dismissed for the Kid’s Slot, for their own special time to discover God’s word together. The adults then continue with the word and the witness time.
· The children return to the adult Life Group for sharing what they learned during their own Kid’s Slot; they join in the closing prayer and fellowship time.  Give them your attention and praise when they return to the group to recite their Bible Memorization Verse and with explanation of what they have learned.

· Children that are under two years old are too young for the Kid’s Slot and will stay with their parents.  It is not necessary for a toddler to sit still and be quiet.  They can sit on a quilt near their parents and amuse themselves. Here are some suggestions for their comfort during the adult meeting; colored plastic stacking cups, plastic dishes and spoons, soft-sided building blocks, simple books and puzzles.  Have a snack and juice on hand.

· Show love to every child.

BE CREATIVE AND HAVE FUN!

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and with all your mind….Luke 10:27








ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY:  Give each child a 5” by 7” index card.  Have them write these words, “GOD COMES FIRST” and decorate it.  Tell them to tape it to their mirror or refrigerator as a reminder. 


Say:  If you have a good luck charm, a Ouija board, “Magic 8 Ball” or anything else that you are using instead of talking to and praying to God for the answers, ask your Mom or Dad to help you get rid of it.  If something else is taking your time away from God then you need to ask God to help you give it up.  God says there are to be no other God’s before Him!





RETURN: Return to the Life Group and recite the Bible Memory Verse.  Let children display the reminder cards they made.  Explain  to the adults that they are going to put God first and not let anything else come before Him.  The children then join the adults in prayer and fellowship time.





“GOD FIRST!”


(Based on Isaiah 44:8-9; Luke 10:25-27)








