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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God created them to follow him by loving and serving others, just as Jesus does.
PREPARATION: You will need construction paper, markers, your Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Mark 1:16-20 NIV
ICEBREAKER: Is it hard for you to let someone else go first…to let them have the first turn; to let them have the first pick? Tell why or why not…and share a story about what happened in your life about choosing or not choosing someone over yourself!
READ: -Follow ME! Bible Story (on the other side)

Discussion Questions:

1. What were the names of the 2 brothers that Jesus talked to on the shore? (Peter and Andrew)

2. What did Jesus ask them to do? (To follow Him and be fishers of men)

3. What was Peter and Andrew’s response? (They immediately left their nets and boat and followed Jesus)

4. If you were Peter or Andrew, would you have followed Jesus right away? (Let the children share)

5. If you could have asked Jesus something, what would you have asked him? (Let them share)

6. What do you need to “Follow Jesus” about that you just haven’t said YES to yet? (Baptism, Salvation, Putting others first, listening to your parents, doing better in school, reading your Bible more/praying, telling your friends about Jesus.)



[image: image3.png]





One day, two men were on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, gathering the fish out of their nets and washing the nets in the water, since they had been fishing all day and were eager to finish and go home. The men were actually brothers, Peter and Andrew. Their bodies were strong and their hands were rough, from throwing the nets out again and again in the water, in order to catch fish. They didn’t use fishing poles, but giant nets with bait inside the nets. When the fish swam by, they were attracted to the bait and swam inside the nets. At just the right time, Peter and Andrew would quickly pull up the nets and catch the fish that were inside their nets. Some days were great days, with lots and lots of fish to catch…other days were not so good days, with very little fish in their nets. But such is the life of a fisherman…good days and not so good days. There was rain and storming weather sometimes and beautiful breezy or hot sunny days the other times.


Peter and Andrew didn’t complain – this was their lives as fisherman and they were faithful each day to do a hard day’s work. Something happened on this one particular day that changed their lives forever. A man named Jesus, but Peter and Andrew didn’t know much about Jesus at the time, was walking along the seashore and was watching as the brothers scooped out the fish and cleaned their nets in the water. Jesus took one look at them and said something that they certainly didn’t expect! He said to them, “Follow Me…and I will make you fishers of MEN! More unusual than those words was what Peter and Andrew did. They didn’t say, “What? Fishing is our life! We can’t follow you…besides, who are you…who’s going to feed our family…how will we work….what’s to happen to our boat and nets…we are FISHERMEN not FISHERS OF MEN….” Nope – the Bible says they simply dropped their nets and began following Jesus – immediately! They were the first two of the twelve disciples Jesus called to follow him! Both men loved Jesus with all their hearts and began “fishing for men” to follow Jesus too. They served Jesus by serving others…and you can serve Jesus, too – right now, right were you are, by putting others first instead of yourself! When you put others first, they will see that something is different about you and as they get to spend time with you, they will know that the difference in your life is not how GOOD you are or how SMART you are or how GREAT of a ball player you are…they will soon know that the difference in your life is JESUS! His power living in you makes you different and gives you the desire to put others before yourself…you just have to choose to do it.
Like Peter and Andrew, they certainly could have told Jesus – NO – but they chose to say YES – by following him. It isn’t always easy to be a follower of Jesus. Many times you may get tired or weary of the sacrifices and choices you make in order to do the right thing! Don’t worry – God is watching and caring for you every step of the way! He sees you and he is proud of you….the more you serve others, the stronger you become. Like Peter and Andrew’s strong arms from throwing the net and pulling it in over and over again, your spiritual “muscles” will get stronger and stronger, too, as you practice serving others again and again…pretty soon, it will be easy – and it will become natural for you….but you have to start TODAY! Let your brother or sister go first…let them have first choice…let them go ahead of you – watch what happens. Pretty soon, you’ll get so good at it that you will want to start serving different people, like Prayer Walking through your neighborhood, helping Angel Food at church, helping to pick up trash at Lafreniere Park…that’s just the beginning of what you can do to serve others. 
Jesus invited Peter and Andrew and they immediately followed Jesus…are you willing do to the same?      [image: image4.png]



BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Each of us should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.” Philippians 2:4 NIV








ACTIVITY:  Make a list of the people or ways the children could honor and follow Jesus by letting others go first or put before themselves, by serving others. The children can draw a simple fish (see below) and have the children write their names/ideas inside of the fish. When others see the children following Jesus and serving others, they will want to follow Jesus, too!  








RETURN:  Return to the Life Group and let the children show their “fish” and explain the names/ideas they have written on their fish on how to serve others or put others first. Put all the construction paper fish on a table or on the floor and lay hands on them…praying for the Lord to bless the children’s efforts in serving others.  The children then join the adults in prayer and fellowship.





“Follow Me!”








