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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that even when things don’t make sense to them, when God tells them to do something, they should listen and obey.  God can be trusted.
PREPARATION: You will need 5 paper cups, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (This is a notebook that is kept by the Cell Group Leader and brought to the group each week. In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE STORY & VERSES: Joshua 1 - 6 

ICEBREAKER: Say: Let the kids share about a hard job they were asked to do and almost gave up on, but finished it anyway and how good it felt to finish it.  (Writing a paper or book report for school, mowing the lawn, sweeping the sidewalk, making your bed, folding the clothes, cleaning your room/garage, helping to carry in the groceries . . .)
READ: “...And the walls came tumbling down.” Bible Story                     (on the other side)

Discussion Questions:
1. What surrounded the city of Jericho? (Huge, thick walls) 

2. Who lived in between the two walls? (People like Rahab.)
3. How many days did the Israelites march around the city?  

      (6 days and on the 7th day, 7 times)

4. What happened when the shout went out on the 7th day? (the walls came tumbling down.)

5. Who do you think knocked down the walls? (GOD.)

DISCUSS:

1.  Are there hard jobs at home or school that you need to finish that you haven’t done? 

2.  Does God expect you to stick to a job until it is complete, even if it is really hard?

3.  Joshua’s army was determined to do what God told them to do. Can you think of ways you can make jobs more fun to do so that you can finish what you start? (Pray while you work; sing; put on music; get a friend to help.)

4. When God helps you, things get done.  What can we pray for right now that you would like to get done?  (Let the children share.  Write their prayer requests in the children’s notebook.)

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Have the boys recite the first half of the Bible verse and have the girls recite the second half. (or vice versa.) Or you can sing the verse to a familiar tune or make up your own.

ACTIVITY: “Knock it off!”

Take 5 paper cups. Put 3 on the bottom, 2 on the next level and 1 on top.  Let each child take a turn blowing down the cups.  See who can do it from the furthest distance.  Then set up the cups again, except this time, have one child stand in front of the cups and another child stand behind the cups, both children facing the cups.  At the same time, have them blow down the cups and see what direction they fall.  Give each child a chance to play the game. 
RETURN: Return to the Cell Group. Have the children recite the Bible Memory Verse, first half boys and second half girls.  Tell the adults that the children learned how God ordered the Israelites to march around the walls of Jericho one time for 6 days.  On the 7th day they marched around 7 times. The priests blew their trumpets and the people shouted and the walls came tumbling down.  If there is enough room and time, have the children demonstrate what happened on the 7th day.   Have the adults make trumpet sounds and shout on the 7th time around. Have the children pray with the Cell Group and share in the fellowship time together.
Reminder: Our Fall Family Festival is Oct. 31st at all 3 of our campuses. Check out our website for all the fun details.

“...And the walls came tumbling down.”

Based on Joshua 1 - 6

After Moses died, Joshua became the leader of the Israelites. He was a man that listened to and obeyed God in all things. It was now time. FINALLY, after wandering in the desert for 40 years to take the Promised Land, the land that God had set apart for the Israelites more than 40 years ago! But there was yet another thing standing in their way…the city of Jericho! It had a HUGE wall around it and the city gates were closed and locked up tight…NO ONE had ever been able to break down walls or get through the gates, once they were shut! The people of Jericho had heard how God was giving the Israelites victory wherever they went. 
The city of Jericho sat high upon a hill with a giant wall built around it.  The walls were built in two parts.  The outer wall was 30 feet tall and 6 feet thick.  There was a space of about 15 feet and then there was a second wall that was 30 feet tall and 12 feet thick.  In between the walls there was enough room for people to build their homes. This is where a woman in the Bible named Rahab built her home.


Joshua, when he was just a young man, was sent out as a spy by Moses to check out the land of Canaan, also sent out spies to check out the city of Jericho. The king of Jericho knew that there were spies sent into the tightly locked city of Jericho and was looking for them everywhere.  A woman named Rahab hid the men in the roof of her house.  To reward her for protecting the men of Israel, they promised to save her from any harm once the Israelites came in to take over the city.  She hung a red rope from her window as a sign to the Israelites to keep her and her family safe during the battle.  Rahab had heard all about what God was doing for the Israelites and trusted in the one, true God.  Jericho was not a place where people worshiped God, but a place where people prayed to false gods.  Rahab showed her trust in the real God and willingness to help others.


Then Lord said to Joshua, “I have given the city of Jericho into your hand.  Take your army and march around the city and its walls one time.  Do this for six days in a row.  On the seventh day, I want you to march around the city seven times with the priests blowing their trumpets.  When you hear them blow a long blast on the trumpet, have your army and all the people give a loud shout! Then, watch how the walls of the city will fall down and your army will go in and take the city.”


So Joshua gave these instructions to his people.  They did just as the Lord had commanded. Even though those instructions from God may have sounded unbelievable, Joshua and the Israelites knew that they served a God that could be trusted. Day after day, for six days, around the walls of Jericho they marched. No one shouted.  They just marched around the city. On the seventh day they marched around six times. On the seventh time around, the priests blew their trumpets and the people shouted, just as the Lord had commanded ~ and the wall began to crumble and fall to the ground.  Joshua’s army went into the city and destroyed the city and all the people.  Only Rahab and the members of her house were kept safe, according to the agreement she made with the two Israelite spies, for keeping them safe from the soldiers of Jericho.


All the silver, gold, bronze and iron that had been set aside to be used to worship the false gods, was put into the treasury of the Lord. Joshua ordered that this be done to keep from causing trouble among the Israelites.  Joshua was a man that listened to God.  Because of his faith, many lives were spared and the Israelites were blessed. Are you a person of great faith…faith like Joshua? Do you attempt hard things for God, knowing you can’t do it on your own, but with God’s help, all things are possible! 
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